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Did it hurt much, sonny 27
“Sigenor P e Ty
-1i'it had ot been for little Miguel’s
mishag. I would not have accompanied -
him down past the crumbling old con- -
vyvent walls-to. the Bay, and. - T had ~
¥not gone to the Bay I probabiy would
never have met Captain’ Mullett, that

Lre
e

olly, weather-beaten old salt' whose
< locutor during  our

ame is tamiliar, by proxy,.at. least,
te half the little children and grown-up-
folks the world over, and -who catches.
sea lions for a living. © 2/-0 70 70
“*Little - Miguel's  black,? doubled. fist
clung tenaciously to mine as he steered
~me through a bypath cut of the way
-of the fashionables down to the littered
:. shore where the “Jennie Griffin” was
%" Cleaning uyp and tacking. down prepar-
atory to hutting her rather old-fash-
ioned pose out into the channel; ‘and
v - While- doing it he ‘told. 'me wonderfui
= things “zboul his. father, . who , caught
“lobos” with a lasse, and whose oidest
on, his, hrother, . had been chawed
2% cleans up by & sea-wolf somewhere
FFavay out in the misty” ocean.. My
Cuartosity

¥

ied me a little farther, and Lo

%,

Otivier Curwood

diet Captain. Muilett. It Suddenly
‘dawned upon e that a'really exciting

time among the mystic islands I had © -

‘heard so much about-at the hotel 'was.
right in my line, and I intimated as
‘much "to the: master. ‘of the -“Jennie
Griffin,” adding that if allowed to ac--
company him I would be perfectly

" willing to make myself useful in any-
- thing {rom cook to the sweeper of the

¢aboose,” Without the detail and argu- "~
.ment that followed, it-all ended in my

joining Captain- Mullett’s thirtieth ex- -
pedition after “sea lions, ~which left
‘Santa Barbara, California,. early in

June. T R
Little Miguel was my chief intér- .
short” trip to
Anacapa, and through him -1 became

1

more or less acquatnted with Captain

Mullett's  piratical looking crew: of
Mexicans .and Indians. There were
fifteen of ‘them, -~ picturesque looking
dare-devils with black, unkempt hair,
rough, sun-browned faces, and, as I

- soon learned, possessing a skill with

the lariat that. was marvelious. For
such as these the master of the “Jen-
nie: Grifhn” annually scoured - the
whole of Santa Barbara county- Wwith
a fine-tooth - comb, = No ordinary
rancheros would do among the slip-
pery rocks and. rumbling caverns of

- Anacapa.” There were among them a
“gumber who had been

Mullett’s, employ for years, and these:

in - Captain .~




:Thé Ero. 'ﬁagazine

+

the cld sea-dog had tramed to run the ".dt_t wiat will I see “ri en b - ate
. "]enme Grifin.” One of them was . Anaupa""’ "'gtd oo el
- Miguel’s father. - S fYouli jes’ see \naca.p.;, chuckied

“That’s Santa Cruz, senor,” he sa;d Lapram Muollerr, “and then ‘wonder
to me. as we were running along in . how I've gone i and takea a thousand
the trade to !Xnacapa Just as evening lions off’n it; I've an hout Crff——bpj\g_
“was coming oo, “You've heard Of . WwWe go down and glav f’\ontgf o

. Santa Cruz? Ughl { don't like to pass *~ . T he following m(_}rnagm T w-
7 them in the dark. You will die if you. aroused by the clatter of :uan-}i fec:
2007 seealight on San Clemente. Shaii we above, long before the light of day had

go down and play monte?” . " penetrated  to my stufly my ligtle bert:
,;‘I don’t know how.”. _ It seemed as though the fifteen. hali-
““But I will teach you. Ugh! ‘If a ‘savage rancheros were dagcingra hora-
light ;on San Clemente will kill YQH»?' ‘pipe ~and ‘piling "lumber at-the same
“why not a light on’ Santa’ Cruzi: Il; time, and when I stumbled on deck I
"know . it will, ‘My Pedro never saw “found it partly. so. One of the whale-
“San’ Clemente, but we passed a fire N hoats: was . being Toaded.:with ~the
> the night time out there, and the next. i boards brought for. cages, -and ‘with
_day 2 bull lobo bit him' in two in. '3 the ringing of hammers aud the:tlat-
: “cavernm, _Sha?! we go down and. play . ter of Doxes I could hear the distaar
) ,m?{ﬂtep R " roar of surf out in the gloom., By the
- Go dUWﬂ and piay 501“31{‘?: nguel._ time . we - had breakiasted. -inw thy
"+ —Miguel the big-and brave!” laughed . p5oce the. day had: fairly broke; and
- Y Captain Tv‘lulletts cheerful’| voxce be- 1 could catch- ﬁhmpsca of: the' whize
}Emd us. “We will. wait and see the foammg of the water as it bruh.c over
L “Itsacamda,aver camda 5"
;- though,” he said to me, as the Mexlcan . asstred . Captamy‘.Iu;l(,%:: ‘He si}er'fed
turned away. “They. ain’t far from the- “to. take “particuler delight +in" ever;
coast, but from’ all  that's known_of thing thalg ‘surprised megard as he !:aji
: \;e,m they ”é‘ght asgwell bef n Aﬁnng:t dssured. me - that I was,_the, ~second
ve cruised. among 'em’ for"a :
-forty years, and have seen things that™ ‘gfgi maénhille bad gmr iiaken with, hém
“ised to make me shiver.. Santa Cruz - At it e‘?ButS sc;mst,s a _rem f‘lm{;m <7
off there,.the biggest of the eight,-is aut - ‘t.he:e n6 m;tt:., hoérr?a m’?f‘;f:

the only one of the Santa Barbaras R
“with plenty ‘of ‘water, . San Nicholas - Can Fou TEaSOL't out “}W it-should m’?"

‘+is a desert, a reg’lar Sahara. “The Lord loud. in. th L{ e
~ knows nobody ever'lived on it.- But * g ou 1{} ,ﬁ‘ 4y

I've found bones’ there—human bones - "oat owll know: 500”*
Zfrom " one.. end".of . its - five : miles :
t’. other, sométifaes ' in piles; like “as’

though the whole island had one time

been a burving-ground! Yeou've read

what scientists say, but.they've never-

reasoned it out, and netther have 'L

T've' seém Tthe:.same “thing “on::San i
Clemente: “Ther tnere s Santa Bar- ™ of them at 2 dxstam.e of: three—quartcr
“of a mile was alwall afsuck™ Now

bara, a’livi -den o, wiid-cats! . Ive.. a8
shotva lot of “em, and.T’ believe that then I caughta. glimpse of black oL

sometime years and years ago a vessel ~t~hm“°'h it, but beyvond: tbat thﬂf

was wrecked there with some house- 5
‘cats on.it, for ‘the- heasts. ain’t like. the “heard the steadv roar’oi \3)3‘*3!3 Z

reg’lar wild-cat, but: ‘ust as.fierce, ~an’, ‘distance, ‘and’ the beatma- of the
theres hundreds.of ’em.- - As for, Ana-.on. Anacapa at thrce-quarxt
‘Capa—vowll see that in the mommﬂ'?‘ i

iiwas! very slowly - wr‘rkwg tomrd-, thz
“igland. " Meanwhile,one, of the witalé
boats? had it cout - with' two, Indiag
-and Miguel, and- as.it’ shot away frop
“the “stern: the’ boat ‘amidship
lowered-and fell’ invits: wake. s
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two boatsseemed. to almost ‘
‘the edge of the surf a figure rose in
‘the bow of each.” -Almost .simultane
Ausly they disappeared. . L

2 “You see. they swim,

.boat wouldn't: live there. . Both' of
“em's good scouts, and we'll know if
ithere’s any lions there in a- jiffy

©. An hour passed,” when. one. of the:
' The other

boats was seen to turn..
soon followed. Evidently the scouts had
Been . unsuccessful, for the two boats
beat alomg outside of the -rocks for
‘rearly & mile, the “Jennie Griffin”
Leeping paraiiel with them. 2. little

Gver half a mile awayv, The manceuvre

¥Wwas repeated. This time barely fifteen

sminufes had-elapsed when both boats

Viorned toward the ship. On the in-
stant’ Captain. Muilett gave a yell -of
i "A guarter of ‘a mile: away
the Big, as I had come 10 know

* e : I R A
G, AUMsAN DEMONS WERE RUSHING DOWN."
: o ' - -

rest in

X through - the-
Tocks,” explained Captain Mullett. TAW
- “That's

{7 L

‘35 [ittfe'_ Riigiie}’s"""\-'fzi‘ther,"- —‘stood.'h--'jup '
“gaunt and naked in the bow of one of
the "boats N

‘and - shouted across the -
water.. . - - A e
+'Lobog P’ -1

*Captain - Mullett, - -

ail we ‘want.. He says .

‘wolves.” Can’t get 'em for the life of -

“me to call 'em lions. Hey, the boats,’

my boys! - . 0Lt Tl
In an instant the crew of the “Jen- -
nie Griffin” were stripping themselves,
jabbering in  Mexican aud Indian,
keeping up meanwhile an incessant
fire of good humored raillery at their

“less lucky companions whom Captain
‘Mallett had detailed to man the ship
while we were ashore. DBrown. legs
.and arms appeared and disappeared in
.a twinkling, and when we were done

each man had a pair of sandals on his |

feet. a loose pair of trunks about his:. ..
middle. and a. light; cheap-pea-jacket .-

‘ : ) 163
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covering the rest of him, Mine was. hoomed ahead of us, followed by t
the only pair of white legs showing ugly swish of water as it cut self ig
among them, for the Captain’s were pieces on the jagged reels.
almost as black as the others, and it “hat’s Anacapa!” roared Caprais
offered another vent for the bubbling Mullett in my ear. His voice was jus
spirits of those who were crazed with - inteilizible above the booming i th
joy by the scent of coming adventure, ‘suri. "It sounds like great guns i

“Can you swim?” asked Captain -—but it’s ouly the water rotling 1
Mullett anxiously, as though he had outof the caverns!” .

- entirely forgotten about that very im- Right into the white foam the whals.

portant matter. - - . boat. plunged her mnose. Every man

“Like a fish!” I assured him. now stripped himself, and I imitaied

“Weil, now—just look!” he com- the rest. Would [ dare plunge intw

~manded. “If you find yourself in . a - that. awiul sea? .The shore, if there

- 7. " tight place, do this.” He gave a sud- . was .such a.thing, was. hidden by the

" “den Kick, his sandals flying from his dashing spray, and [ tried to.stiffe the

.. feet, and at the same time swisked his  thought that I was taking my life inte
loose .jacket back over his shoulders.  .mY own - hands. One of -the Iadians

M“I can do it In mid-air, “and When,.l . plunged tn ﬁff‘at; anothe:_' tOHOWEd; fwe

touch water I'm ready to swim,” he - or.three Mexicans ;. then. Miguel seized

. i ) " 'me by the arm.” . 77 T

oo i

'...",lq

o

Loadded . Ce e D R ‘
S One  of the boats ran alongside. . " ‘_N?W,_.SGHO“ SR L R st
. While those of the crew who were to - . T'did not care 6 show my cowardige

if it was that, sa over I went. - Migue
wag beside me: I heard the plunge o
the.Captain behind. Ewvidently it wa
cooked up between them to take can
- of me, so I put.on a spurt and showec

~< " remain behind attended to hoisting it, -
another and larger one was lowered. -
Into this dropped, one after another,
eight of the men, followed by the’
.Captain and myself, A smaller boat, 0 v
loaded with lumber and one of the them how people learn to swim iniresl
- Indians, was towed behind us as we . water.  Hardly a minute had . passx
" left the ship. . -~ .. when I drageed myself out wpons th
.+ I wids stowed in, rather carefully, - rocks; the tumbling of the white se
" between Miguel and. the Captain. The . . was back.of me, but the mfernal boom
" ‘Mexican had taken quite a fancy to me, 10§ Of the water  washing up in+. th
:, ;perhaps because -1 had hefriended his . caverns was everywhere. - In-turn th
"¢ Tittle boy, and ‘without betraying my - Mexicans and Indians came up; two®
.- knowledge of the fact I.could see that. ‘them with ropes attached to the boats
he regarded .my voyage to the island - These were puiled in, and aiter landig;
a-trifle_anxiously; and always had ohe "the lumber and donningour sandal
: " ckets we.crept up among:- th

i+ Z.of his eyes upon me.: % - o S o and va
ST Weedid not see a light on Santa .. rocks. L e T e
) Cruz,” senos,” he 'said, _showing “his - The roar. of the se ‘drowned ever
7 - white teeth at me J“but, still, you must ~_sound of our progressi’ As we <clag
T T becareful Moot Lt o T AT ~bered higher above the:dashing surfg
© .- Aswe drew nearer the island I began - our. feet I caught.my first goodilgs
to realize the force of the sea as'it beat '~ of- Anacapa. “The curve of ‘the peap
. ‘against the rocks. - Beginning in an oc- cas it rounded off into the distance: ws
- “casional rumbie that reached the ship,” - blocked out by walls of black, hofe
- ‘the noise of the surf increased toa roar, = combed rock, and on every, side ot
' with thunderous echoes and. rumbling wavere the caverns and.huge creviét
- explosions that:sent a chiil of fear - that boomed like heavy guns-with“il
through me. -Scon-the spray  began.: washing of the :sea. The sun Conlr
‘dashing .in-our .faces, : and the black :down brilliantly from- a cloudléss, sk
rocks stood out:stark maked through . lit up the water-swept iwilderness’wil
‘the white mist. Now.and then.an ex-=" an oily lustre. uatil the-wholé of An:
plosion: like the report of a great gun . capa looked like a huge, slippery-mo:

, - S R ) e PR ER R -
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£ %This is r\raamai" bel‘oved ca;‘>£am

Mui*ett i iy ear. ’&hgue! heard Hin,,
3 Ihd: tumeéawth a ‘warning "gxﬂ.sr.tm-e’1
by 1:1‘001;4

A in‘ hundred feet fa rther on he paused
;‘and the \imcaﬂa :md Indians gathered

g
P

s

. "THF‘ PRIFH‘ENED

In fact, it would have taken a shout to

have been heard above the sea, SO
- Miguel ‘made himself understood by
Seiting an example. - He prepared his

’Zanaa, and tbc “others followed suit. In -~
the rope the Captain ‘was -

_wlaL(‘ Gl

armed with a heavy 1rou~hpped club :

and ! carried a pike.

---Uddmw I distmgmshed a sound'_

u‘*at W a‘{“,\rgp and new to me. It WaS'_ _hiscown.

.'The trutlvdawned upon,
It ‘was- the “heavy, .cotghing bark |
i Injj_thls \mid reaxon Lsurs

: he tongue...of m’thes
amonsters.i of> the ideep set:the" ‘blood:
firing through my: veins~ag thetame
sight*of“a splendid $tag: or: the: weird
\s{waﬂmg of a panther had’ hever |
d " There. ‘was. Somethmg, :

LiOﬂ rumblmg across:d’ plax
As.we crept nearer and nearer.
the top of~the tocks the' noise
increased,” until 'we could "dis
. tinguish . ‘the cries: of the jn--
“dividual bulle. 7 . '
,~ Captain. \‘{uliet piaced his
hands, trumpet shape, close. to

a-ummr_ MADE A DIVE FOR TWE RaX"

"They are right over and below us,’
he cried, loud enough for me to hear.
"I am going to creep up among the
~rtocks and get our bearing. If you are
“very careful yoy may go with me.”
‘At the very top he paused, - Caut-
‘tiously raising his eyes above the rocks -
he beckoned me beside him. For a few .
moments my eyes. were on a level witlr -
Below us was a singularly




: wxld and savagf: Qpecuac!e. ~The sea
was perhaps two hundred yards away,
‘and berween our hiding place and the .
surf the dip in the rocks was literally
alive with the monsters we were seek-.
ing, -Those nearest us were g‘ar'nbo‘ing ;
among themselves as if in & game of
their ‘own; some were sunning thems
selves; others, half raised, were mak-
ing the hearse barking we had heard
below. . Even as we looked -a number
-came tumbling up.out of the surf and .
scrambled - over “the. rocks: with - the -
“swiltness' of - dogs..~-An’ instant’ more -
and”a half ‘a score: “of.- yelling, ‘human .
‘demons were rushing down itpon them
7 The siudden attack took me by .sur=
‘prise, but following inthe, footsteps of -
Miguel I canght up with “him -as he al--

for the sea. ‘In my. excitement I ﬂung
‘my pike’ at it,-a’ monster. ‘weighing at
‘least a ton, ‘as the, Captain afterward -
told 'me.

“pared ‘beside - onn _nine. or'ten feet in,
‘length, and so, broad ‘he [ could™ not-
_squeeze through an ordmary dwelling-.
“house door, - he. i$:a‘mere pigmy.- To.
_these giants the, Mexicans-and. Indians’
- paid no attentaon unless it was to keep’"
out ‘of their: -way.:~The smaller ones.

‘ported and. easily fed. .. Shouting like-”

tween the lions and the. sez:. Two ofi
..'thf: Indians succeeded “There. was a

aging cries- they rished tol the aid of
the lucky Indian.s "As ‘the’ Mexican’s -
“lariat “circled through the, air the In-. °
.dian’s hold"” was lost. --,*’thue!’s tope
: “anit 1 freed
'-upon STits
moticed: &

and: whn‘led
s 1f - you'thave™, ever:
“sea ;lion you~ will shavéi Seen that:
cits! i --than . its. head™
_"When this tieck 18- wet and:slippery.it’
s impossible  to- keep a.rope about it
M for more than’an.ifstant at-a time, so-*
“to make % capture three or four'men are"
“compelled .to throw- in turn, as"fast.as
orie; rope ‘loges 'its hold unti] sthe - lion.

éf'!'he Era Magazine -

‘mogt stumbled over ‘ad old bull making ...

A 500 pound lion’ \'in ‘cap-..”
t:vxty is a-big ‘one, but when heis com- "

were. their game; the ones easily trans- _'

~hends_the rancheros trxed 1Q° e’et be- "

is tired ou:. The rocks w ere '30‘&' cr}u.q';
pletely cleared of the animals withthe
exception of the two.which wers-for-.
nored, and a- third which had aker
refuge ina cavemoua ns:s...e near the’
oceat,

For haif an hour ‘mfme.i and his com
panions kept d;mw.nr* their capturc.
“while betwesn them and the sex
man who had come with the lumber
- was building a rough, cage-like box
.about three feet hwh :md exdnt or nine
feet long.. When “he had fnished his
* job I gave. hinr o 1ift, and together we
shaoved "and tumbicd it - w:th‘n i few
steps of the lion’s head. Hardly had
:the. frightened animal caught sight of
‘the. retreat, than.he made a lec‘ Jor it
-to. escape- his" persecutors, ~'and in a
trice. he Was ready to be taken abo rd-
-ship.. L
"Thats the way we: catcu iouch,
‘senor!?”. cried . Miguel, tnumonantlv-
“He Iooked up at me with a smiie, and
as he did so his eves traveied past me
‘over: the- -tocks, ‘As T smiled- back at
" ‘hir his jaw fell, his brown face set w1th
horror, and the next instant a plCYClI‘l
‘shriek rose above the roar (.?z L‘le suct,
- “Diable! Look ™" :
: Iswhirled- arouvd i Ccrmnh, d_s'-ecmr
toward ‘me,” Not over: twenty. va
away; was one of the Ind:ans wha tI:.'d
aided in Captam Mullettls cateh;
his heels; a dozen feet behind, came tha
2 lion-the: others had cornered, - For. ‘ohe
“brief, awful secondithe mce. kept g
" and during that time no man spoke” ot
‘moved.” In that moment the Tancherofd
tariat caught on a’rtock; the next: _me
infuriated ?mmal was. upon him hm_:
. great- dog, ‘crushing “the ‘man dowd
. upon “the rocks under s eno*rrous
“weight. Another blood-cu ralm o screm;,
‘a piercing . wail of agony! During 15
. w‘no;e of the horrible scens:the deossed
“'man’s comrades stood as i turned to
.-stone. - But it had. taken no rorethan
half "a dozen seconds:”"It had ‘:beggn
_and was over like a {lash. V\[i; shout

-1 sprang- forward . with: uplifted pu\e.
"but belore any ‘of us-had ta ken more
“ than-a.step’ the lon was rusamor like
a streak toward the sea.” The black
_rocks at our feef were spattered. with
blood As the ’\Iexuqns and- Indiass

al,
Lu\«

i

al




,;,;_d]aﬁs ?e‘l upon. hrs kne&; beside ;
$ithe vounded man a.mi tifzed - the
'. al o

ggﬁ gl skiliul stroke™
E‘“z the sickening.sight as they bore-
""fum bi'\LL. .,ouard: the boats, and:

i “Wf:li perhaps net.™

the reefs - the

zitcd their- comrade it took 10" ‘more.
than 2 criam:e to *how that h:s arm ha.d

{amvutaung‘ the® member at a sin<
I turned from;

pa.s&d Santa Cru? hst
quetied..

Hs Icoked at mé dubmual

anci moticned to where the ocean was beat-
ing dp in a white mist before us; 0"
: _There sa big lobo over there jn the
c;wt:, senor. :

We must gﬁt mm before
“high tide? 7. |,

11'0r a few mmutes I sat down and
tatred hard at the red stains tpon the
Miguel left me, and I could -

« ear occasional shouts coming’ from .-

*thedirection of the sea.. Soon Captain
" Mullett joined me, and smiling a little -
'quepr ¥ He :not:oned for me tc foiiow

Chim o K s
© “He shouldn’t I-a done 1t he_ex—
" plained; *he -shouldn’t o h:t im with -
-the rope!” '
I followed him to the cavern,
there it was a short, quick fight.

but
And

o it was well sn, for the sea had already_

begun to 'l?p Ye heginning of the
pebbly floor, Om beyvond the white
mist anc the o-ﬂam 1o of the tide over
“lennte (:riﬁn.”
“slowly patroiling the chort_. . :
“EIota, for the box ! a}‘outf:d nLO‘tlt?i
He had jorgotten the accident. “His
<2 was alive w-:t" iovful excitement,

“ face
Al an a-m cruin his-lariat cut through

ht=}
b

He colled hts 1arxat._.__

T was
by foot..

we could descty the whale-boat hold-- -

_could safely keep it o
crept up to the cage on the™’

the a’ir,'and fror'n'the ,v"e:_‘y-‘.wé.y he thréw

I could see the ‘Mexican-took:pride i’
_his raccuracy,’ Quickly the box grew .-
: in front of the dazed lion, while the sea’
“began to rumble in the mouth of. the'

Teavermi L7 < L
¢ “Hola; hurry in’ or. we ll drown'”..
V-Joked Miguel in " a shout; ” ‘Springing

forward he striuck the lion-a blow with
‘his lariat, as the other. had done, but

‘this time the animal went into the box. -

' The spray of the surf was dashing into -
_the cave. A long rope was attached to” i
- the box, and: as we went out the water‘ )
‘dashed up to our waists, - .- o

“You'll" see " & jolly 'sight “now
shouted Captain Muilett.
Fach minute the water came higher.

Scon’'it began to rumble in the cavern

we had left. As the sound grew deeper
.we could feel by the rope that the lion
and the cage were floating. All about
us the sea crept up, inch by inch. foot
Throurrh the. foam and mist

ing as near the lend as its two oarsmen’
The water lapped

our feet,

111 .
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" rocks, rose t'c')_'oqr':w:iis;t. g ‘.‘V_hen' it was
‘that high the cage floated. .o o

e

£. “Hao, for the beats, boys?™ = .
¢ Three men to a:rope, we begdn our
o "swim.: - The cages were light, and. in-
them the lions kept themselves afloat.’

- . “Ah, seaor,” he sai
e a i Tton

b

| The Era. Magezine.

id 28 bhe g2 ‘:é-_
- play

‘night we- will

and pray.”? e
" MTwo of the fifty

“back with' me, anyway,”  puffed.

" A hard, strong swim and the whale-

72 boat met us. - Miguél was ahead of me
*“and -heaved. himself aboard first. i

tain Mullett as he serambled izl *.2.

i *Yes hMiguel,” 1 gurgled.as I heaveq
the water out of my mouth,-"I'il play .
monte with anyone for Tevermore~ 1]
medn intil we go homellsi. 2




