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the American the v,
cantinent, I moug

great lakes, . had
from the foot of have
Michigan to that

N

the head of Superior. My journey’s end bunt'out me, T

brought me to the Twin Cities of Thun- atad
der Bay, in the provinee of Ontarie, the Ha)f
Dominion of Canada, From'the deck of -

destined to be the doorways of Greater " "bush
Canada, slowly - gutiins themselves - the P

against the: dense wilderness behind . ang received my first

them. ' Mentally I Sompared this great
harbor of Thunder Bay to the Bay of

when the development of Canada’s vast
and fertile west would malke it the finest
harbor in the world; and for the time
had forgot what had brought me there. -
But the object of my first visit was

condu

pected and astonishing way. I had beeg
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=m0 see municipal - thirty thohsand,'mﬁnicip_al o_\a{r:[grship
ownershipflour- . had reached its greatest development on,
ishing as it “the American continent, that in-them I
flourishes no- woyld find its strength end .ifs weak- .
- where else on nesses, “that away up here on

E% traveied the question of “city-owned citjes”
2 length of the unparalleled in American history.. - T

¢ rinning between Fort William and Port
my ship I watched the two little ‘eities, Arthur, [ \valked

vestigation ‘of municipal ownership., 4 -
policeman came fo collect my fare! At
Naples; 1 looked forward to the time the end of the

good black type that al] matormen and

they were entrusted with power to make

arrests, and that the city was responsible

for their actions!

soon thrust upon me in a maest unex- “Are these such wicked
your cars have to be run by special dep-

told that in these Twin Cities, with an  uties #

aggregate population of more than shoved a nic
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€ edge of
ast northern wilderness two. unani-
populations were threshing: cut the
in'a way

thought, however, that [ would

to hunt-out;muqicipal ownership, !
municipal ownership would not
was mistaken. I landed |
otk midway between the two cities, -
mile above was the electric line -

through . piece of
,” where.a moose ‘had beer shot®
receding . dutumn, boarded’ a car,
surprise in my in-

car a placard stated in

ctors were officérs of the law, tha:

towns that

"I asked the conductor, as [
kel through the siot of &

coffee-pot-shaped money receiver which
he held out to me.- '

The young man smiled upon me cour-
teously. “"These cars afe run b:v the
‘cit)',”.hc explained. “Evervthing is run

the city.” e e -
-b)—’Hlere he-interthipted himself to hurrye—
to the back of the car, which was slowing
down. An instant later [ saw him run to
the side of the road and pick up two or
three parcels.” No other persan cm_xld T
see, When he came back ! asked him to
explaim.

“Occasionally people leave pa,r)cels
that way for us to take dgwntown, he
said. ““When we have time, ;md' see
them, we do it. Why doesn't somebody
steal them?™ [ detected surp_nse“m!hls
volce as he repeated my question. “Well,
they don't.” ] ]

This was getting  acquainted with
municipal ownership quickly and to th_e

point. [ soon discovered that my experi-

- VICTORLA AVENUE, FORT WILLIAM, IN 1#7 - .
“The fout of the avooue tarminared in 3, wilderoess broken ealy by Indian trai

:

¢nce on that short ride had brought me

into surprisingly close touch with two of .~

the most Interesting ‘concomitants of
municipal ownership in Pprt Arthur and
Fort William—morality in general and
honesty .in particular. Within a fe‘_.v
days.afterthis | was asking myself this
quéstion: “Does municipa!.al\mersh.rp
wortk for morality and honesty, or must

- morality and honesty already exist be-

fore municipal ownership can be@mi an
established Institution in any cioy?’ 1
will show a little later how ! found :jl.ll
these working hand in hand in Fort Y\Vll-‘
ftam and Bort Arthur. -

It Is first necessary to show how th_ese
places stand in the ranking o_f Car}adla_n
cities. Because of the obscurity of their
location, with Lake Superior on one side
and an unbroken wilderness on tl:le
other. they are prastically unknown in
the United States, except by vessel own-
ers and shippers. During the past three

e




years each of these cities has jumped
from a population of six thousand to ff-
teen thousand, an increase which estab-
lishes their ¢laim to being the most rap-
tdly growing towns in the werld. This
phenomenal growth has been achieved
under an absolute régime of municipal
ownership. To-day, with one exception,
there is not 2 franchise in either city that
is not owned by the citizens themselves.
This one exception is the Bell telephone
“franchise:” The wires and poles of this
compaay still remain in-the streets, hut
they are regarded by the people a5 prac-
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ing only a profitless future, will hardly
ge to the great expense of changing its
lines. Thus, say the people of Port Ar-
thur and Fort William, the only outsider
franchise in the two. cities will pgrma-
nently disappear. .

The citizens of Fort William own
their electric light and telephone sys-~
terns, their waterworks, and even a mu-
nicipal theater and a city dance hall,

*Port Arthur owns the electric railway
of both towns, its electric light and tele-
phone systems, its waterworks, and fif- .
teen hundred acres of wvaluable land _ -

tically worthless. In the two Gities [ was iringing the_bay, whicll means aboit

told that only one telephone out of eight
is a Bell, and these few remain as relics
of a great municipal triumph over a big
corperation. And seon, it is predicted,
these wires and poles will go, for in the
not distant future an ordinance will be
passed compelling 21l wires to be-laid
underground. The Bell corporation, see-

i (e
one-half acre for every taxpayer in the

cty. - .

The most valuable asset of the Twin
Cities is théir water power, At the Ka-
kabeka Falls,” twenty-two ‘miles away,
Fort \William is at present secuting

" about forty thousand horse-power, and,

if necessary, can develop power sufficient

-

Looity of -the

.ate what they
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to supply a city as large as Chicago,
Just outside the city limits, 2t an eighty
foot fall in the Current River, Port Ar-
thur has built dne of the most modern
power houses in Canada. IHere power
for all me to come will be generated.

These few facts give an idea of what
has been achieved under municipal own-
ership in the Twin. Cities of Thunder
Bay. And what have been the results?
For years Fort. William and Port Arthur
have been working out one of the great
problems of the ceatury, and their ef-
forts have passed unuoticed. They have
been revealing a herctofore unsuspected
virtue of municipal ownership—a virtue
that means more than anything else in
the uplifting of the people of a city ora
nation. In the United States we have
asked : Will it pay—this municipal own-
ership? Will it pay—in dollars and
cents? ;

In Port A
thur and Fort
Williamn it has
gone beyohd
this matter of
paying in reve-

ave, It has
“'paid”’ in other
ways. Only

OF THUNDER BAY

they feel toward them much 25 one who
owns his vwa home, Deficlencies ate ex-
aggerated, defects magnified. They
aspire to the mechanwcal pertection of a
metrogolis, and because they fall short
they are not satisfied, which speaks well
for the ambitien with which municipal
ownership inspires its people. Were they
and their cities sudderly dropped down
in Illineis, Indiana or Chio, a thousand
objects of comparison would awaken
them to an appreciation of what they
have done. . :

They have killed muaicipal polities,
and in deing’ this they have smothered
municipal graft and dishonesty. Thers
are no party lines iu Port Arthuror Fort
Witliam. This is a matter of pride with
the people of the Twin Cities. ‘When a
municipal office Is to be filled, the terms
Liberal and Conservative are forgotten;
: the papersof the
town omit them
from their col-
umes; ifavoer
savs, I snall
support So-and-
So because he
5 a Liberal,”’
he is scath-

ingly rebuked.

one who comes

A candidate,

by calling  for

from a politi-
cally rotten

support along
party lines, de-

States,  with its
graftaaddishon-
25by o flEXDOS-
ures'’ and “fin-
vestigations,”’
can realize just.
how much it has’
paid. Even
the people of
the Twin. Cities
fail to appreci-.

have achieved.
They -~ own
their cities, and

siroys the last
vestige of hope
he may havebad
for election. Be-
cause of munici-
pal nwaersing it
has become an
honor . to be

S elected to office.
Tr With politics
i out, it has be-
come a public
demonstration

A GROUT OF THE FATRONS OF AN ITALIAN BANK af the cirv's
I¥ FORT WILLIAM

confidence in




ane’s honesty and integrity, and the for-
tunate candidates, aimost without excep-
tion, work to achieve the greater confi-
dence and gratitude of their townspeg-
ple. There are no emoluments for alder-
men or mayors, the honar of election .
being sufficient compensation, Mayor
Clavet, the present head of afiairs in
Port Arthur, is more than a millionaire,
yet to his little city of fifteen thousand
people he probably devotes more time
than do the mavors of Chicago and New*
VYork to the interests of millians, ’
With the leveling of party politics,
municipal ownership in Port Arthur and
Fort William has brought about another
condition of great interest. Any tax--
payer, no matter what his station in life,
may run for office, and the poorest la-
borer that works in the streets, if he pays’
a single cent in taxes, need have no diffi-
culty in securing a nomination. Al that
is required of him is to appear on a cer-
tain date, announce his candidacy, and
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COMBERLAND STREET, THE MAIN TROROUGHTARE OF PORT ARTHUR

be “supparted” by one other city voter,
whe may be his brother, his father, or
merely a friendly néighbor.. I found .a

. ‘beautiful defense of this method wher-
-ever I inquired: “Is ot every man en-

titled to be the head of his own houge
D'was asked. “Is fiot one sitizen as much

4n owner as any other citizen in a mu-.

nicipally owned town? =Why, then,
sheuld he not have the privilege of rulv
ing his own hotse,’ or at least of ex.
pressing his willingness and desire so
to-do?’ .o [ B .
On the day of the election the names
of all.the candidates for aldermen, for
instance, appear on a single slip of pa-
per. No party lines distinguish them.
Each nominee -js there solely on the
strength of his own record and reputa-
tion. There may be 3 list of twenty, or
fifty, or a hundred names, Last year
there were twenty-five. From this Hst
the voter may choose eight names. In
other words, he has a voice in the choos-

THE CHIPPEWA INDT

Hundreds of acres aze under cultiation. The indian gravarard,

i the led middie diztance, shows the infuence

ai the Franch Cathaiic missinn dies .

A L. RUSSELL

An entnusiagt foe ranniciral ownership, whein his thiry g
tesidence in Post Amhor has been mn(:ﬂ_ﬂ:d in all_n: progress
A inetaber of the Ars Counail at the city's incopomtian in 1R

ing of every alderman in fown. N,
undesirable. section like "De Fift” or
“De Ate” can combine its volc against
his Interests. He is one of the owners of
the city ; he 1s as much interested in one
part ol it as another, and the influence
of his vote is feit in every quarter. The
vote for mayor and other oficials is
made in the same way.

T T When [ understand these talngs I he-

gan to see why graft Is 2 word that has
not entered inio the municipal vocabulary
of Port Arthur and Fort William. Dis-
honesty in the legislation of these places,
1 sgon found, means not only political
ruin, but social and business bankruptey
as well. To have secved the city wisely
*is a standing adwvertisement for the bust-
ness or professional man; to have served
it unwisely is “misjudgment,” . perhaps
excusable; but to have served it wrongly
is a monument that will stand to ona’s



THE KAKABEKA FALLS

This carzeat, with a drop of ane hundred and sixty-seven feet, execcding that of the American Fallat Niagara,
. " fumishes power to Fort Wliams: [t could easily supplya «iry as large 2z Chicago .

discredit for a generation. It is too un- .
pleasant to mention names, but- these
things have been proved in the Twin
Cities of Thunder Bay. I began to won-
der how this unanimous interest in the
running of municipal affairs could help
but uplift the moral tone of both towns. .
From my acquaintance with them I be-
lieve the people of Port Arthur and Fort
William have failed to give muricipal
ownership due credit for this. But they |
should. It is worth more to them than
any mere lowering of taxes, It is. an
abject-lesson for young manhood and
young womanhood, something new and
bright and encouraging for children to
grow up with. The newspapers of Fort
William and Port Arthur are “munici-
pal ownership- papers,” and are the q
preachers of integrity and honest ambi- - W. . COOKE

tion to the upcoming generation. Their Commissianer of the surect.raibiay, electric

phone systems,  Alderman for rixteen sueccssiv

columns bear no lurid tales of municipal  inds@tigeble werker for musicinal awnerbio

roguery.  Money has failed to

boy them. Such a
speaks well
tone of the town.

During my investiga-
tion [ talked with the
mayors, - aldermeén and
other public officials

of the Twia, Cittes. I
discussed “social. and

civic matters with

maay prominent citi--

zens, engaged In
much  foendly  and
profitable  conversa~
tion with faboring
people, and ~ found
cverywhere a layal
champloaing of mu-~
nicipal ownership.
But [ also foued dis-
satisfaction. Is there
a danger of going a
step too far?  The
Twin Citids are now

- answering this ques-

tion in the affirmative,
Port Acthur and Fort
William ‘are learning
that henesty and en-
thusiasm alone can
not make a success of
muaicipal owaership,

- Skill and experience

must be included, if
the ‘fcity-owned
city'”  measures its
progress by the con-
dition af its treasury.
The Twin cities have
gone a step too far,
and they realize it
Theé menace has come
to.a head not in fraud
or neglect, but in
mismanagereent. In
their desice absolutely
to govern their own
properties the people
have made errors that

A o e T R A e A <

v the moral

Chairmanat the strees
Bhone commissions.

Lway, zlectie lichting tnd teles
identor Part Arther fne cvearys

I T MATHEWS

Under whose an
phona frrnchis
thac ol the municipaiicy

ey in Part Anhor ihe Bell teie.
x93 vated down and the syseemn capiaced i

sraving costly. They have
sen splend
superintend wo
they have absolutely no
technical  knowledge,
The »ar has couated in
their choice, not his
abtlizy in a special line,

d  clitizens
ks of whick

The water, light and
telephons  commis-
sioners, for instance,
have undectzken tech-
rical duties for which
experts should have
been employed., In
the words of a Fort
William citizen, A
great corporation
would net think of
placing a countrydoe-
tor at the head of an
electrical plant.”
This, in subsiance,
describes the tfroubls
which at the time of
my arrival was creat-
ing coasiderable dis-
sension in the Twin
Cities, .
Because of the una-
niity of the people
and the heeesty of
theic desires, it will
be comparatively easy-
to  straighten afairs
out, bur to larger
cities this deveiop-
ment  {n municipal
awnership presents
a new and import-
ant peoblem.  Politi-
cal f{actions govern
the affaies of our large
cities, and will in all
probability  continue
to govern them. In
the case of municipal
ownership, .the heads
of the various city
departments would
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naturally be chosen by the reigning
power for their influence rather than ;
capability, just as tn Fort William and
Port Arthur they have been selected be-
cause of honorable records, While the
Twin Cities, with small pepulations-and

T -

1t lus 2 @pacity of seven miilion bushels, aud is operared by the Camdian Northern Railvay

with every voter anxious for the welfare
of his town, can and will overcome the
present crisis, what would the same situ-
ation develop among the selfish and di-
vided factions of such <¢ities as Detroit,
Buflale, Philadelphia, Chicage or St
Lodis?™ )

This latter is a question the peaple of
Thunder Bay are not troubling them-
selves abeut. As their cities grew, mu-
nicipal ownership, they believe, will
prove more profitable in every way. And
this is true. The municipal. ownership
idea was planted when the cities were
mere villages; it has developed with the
rising generation of children; it has be-
come almost hereditary. The new «iti-
zen 3s practically compelied to champion
municipal ownership because of popular
opinicn. He would accept it as a good
thing anyway, if he came from the east

created for the wear of half a century

" city of fifty thousand.

or south. Under municipal ownership in
Fort Wiiliam and Port’ Arthur I have
seen walks constructed on 2 foot and a
half foundation of broken rock. I have
seen municipally owned buildings that
would do credit ta St. Paul, Indianapolis

or Milwaukee. I have seen public works

instead of a decade. Ard still the people
of the Twin Cities complain, iasisting
that they have not done encugh, that
their telephone and street-car systems
are far from perfect, and that misman-
agement is threatening public affalrs. I
have seen worse street-car Service in 2

One day [ visited.the municipal the-
ater in the city hall at Fort William, ene
of the few of its kind in America. As we
were about to enter, my guide, 2 prom-,
inent citizen, said to me in an apologetic
tone: .

“This is only a makeshift, you know.
Some day we will have & real theater.”

A makeshift! [ had become accus-
tomed to surprises by this time, and
withheld my astonishment. The make-

i
R
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will geat six hundred people. Tt s
molern tn svery way, with o cption
that its handsome chal cnban
: Incidentatly, shis musicipal
ownersiup theater pays to the properiy
owners of Fort William six per ceat. on
the investment. [t might be made to pzy
ffteen, but the people of Fort William
are oot i the besiness for money. As 2
six per cent. [avestment it can be made
to give the people of the Twin Cities
more pleasure than it could as & ffreen
per cent. tnvestmeat. [t was built to be
rented at such a low rate that reputable
companies might be induced to travel to
isolated Fort William, and it has sue-
ceaded. Ta this theater T saw agaia the
possibilities for moral good that lLie in
municipal ownership, for. every pec-
formanee is under the censogship of the
city tsell. There are no selfish motives
prampting private investors to sacrifice
decency for full houses. "It happened
that at the time Fort William’s hand-
some city halt was built there was not a
good dange hall in the town, anad no pri-
vate capital (n sight to give promise of

v il v

did nat o

AT

THE HOSPITAL CONDUCTER BY THE CITY OF FORT WILLIAM

OF THUNBDER DBAY

its crection, Cun
ownership fatl

roomn to the plans of the city &
“It's better to bave a goud aweral placs
here than to have vour s
ters running about to
dances,” said a Fort Wi
This is but another Hiustration of what
municipal ownership may be madz to do
for its people.

There are many Twin City residents
who say that the day is coming when
Port Arthur and Tort William will be
taxless towns, and there are others
whose expectations go evea {urther.

“The time will be,” sald one to me,
“when, instead of geing to the treasur-
er's pffice o pay taxes, we will call oence
or twics each year to collect dividends!”

Tmagine such a state of affairs? And
vet, is it beyond possibility ? Is the great
corpuration run at a less? Does it not
pay lts stackholders, in most instances
liberally, while at the same time d
pensing enormous sums (n salaries?
Why, then, should not a municipally
owned city pay divideads?

Ducrgrs” bills and sttendaoce chargan ag this institation aes included jo the patdants’ ity 2xas
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FORT WILLIAY

5 EIGHTY-FIVE-THOUSAND-L»

WOLLAR CITY HALL

The right wing contains the muaicipel theater, the Jeit the municipal dance hall

Take Port Arthur's electric raibway,
for instance, It is nine miles in length,
every iich owned by the citizens. In
1593 the gross receipts were $7,642.63.
During the next ten years the receipts
were $136,547.66, and the expenditures
3-3139,947: 17, showing a net profit for the
city of $i6,400.49, or practically.a divi-
dend of §3 {or every man, woman and.
child i PortArthur af that time!

But that year of 1903 marked only the
beginning of the street railway’s history
as a "dividend payver.” The story of its
success as a municipal property is graph-
ically told in the following figures. In
1904 the gross income was $37,325.03,
the expenditures $27,022.49, leaving. a
profit to Port Arthur's citizens. of $10,-
300.56. The next year saw.a profit of,
$10,845.83. In 1go6 there was a tre-
mendous increase, the gross receipts for
that year being $69,003.13, and the ex-
penditures $47.651.50, showing a profit®
of $21,351.45. The 1goy receipts, based
on estimates, will be about $82,000, and
the expenditures $30,000, which will
mean a profit of $32,0001

In other words, the net. profit of Port
Arthur’s. street railway. during the last
four years equals one-fifth of the total
cost of the road. From its begianing it
has netted the city a total profit of
$90,808.38. If this profit from the street
railway alone were to be distributed in

_dividends among Port Arthur's taxpay-

~ers this vear, each would receive about

thirty dollars!. The railway will earn
nearly ten dellars for every taxpaver in
Port Arthur during 1907, estimating the
number of these taxpayers at three thou-
sand. And this earning is but a sugges~
-tion of what is to come. Already the

dtreet.railway franchise is valued at a

million: dollars. What will it Be worth

-when the combined. population .of the .

- Twin Cities is a hundyred thousand?

. There was 2 time when Port Arthur
~and Fort William begged for some one
to buy their franchises. In those days
the pionzers of Thunder Bav were not
“thinking of municipal ownership. No
outside investor would risk a cent in
these wilderness towns, Tt was then that
they were forced into doing for them-
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sclves. Now there are corporations that
would pav [iberaity [or [ranc
there s pone (or sale at any
doubt il two million or even Ave mi
dollars would induce Porct Acthuc’y
zens to part with their aine-mile rait-
“'\'iy.

Because of this determination to keep
what they possess, they have had to fght

against all sorts of sharp games and

misrepresentations. At first big corpora-
tions, foreseeing the day when Port
Arthur and Fort Willlam would be two
of Canada’s greatest cities, attempted io
lure their citizens by bread and honey
methnds. These failiag, ther began a
guerrilla warfare on municipal owner-
ship.  They fought it at every turn and
by every available means, even going to
the extent of paving for newspaper
“write-ups” describing the faults and
failures of municipal ownership in gea-
eral and in the Twin Cities in particular

THE HUGE P(PES WHICH TaP THEEX

THE POWER-HOLSE WHICH FURNISHES ELECTRICAL POWERIO FOR'.I‘

OF THUNDER HBaAY

Su bittar did the struggle become during

Jthe Beli relephone fighe that Facr Wil

liam issued & pamphlet to cvary citizen,
setting forth the injustice that was being
done and the unfair methods that were
being resorted to in order o turn popu-
lar opinion: The slightest seror In mu-
aicipal judgment, the smaliest mistale
made under the municipal ownership
régime, was heralded far and wide, even
w paid advertisements.  Joshua Dvke,
ex-mavar of aac 8 the Twin Cities,
summed up the whole situation in & nut-
shell when he said; “Some montis ago
an elevater o the city of Fort Willtam,
filled with grain, slipped from its foua-
dation aand slid inro the river, causing an
enorinous {oss to the owrers, 1 a2 like
accident had occurred uader municipal
ownership', our enemies would have ad-
vertised us from pole to pole as incompe-
tents, demagogues and squandercrs of
public money.”

GTHOF THE KAKABER




TWENTIETH CEXNTURY METHODS I

THE PRIMEVAL WILDERNESS

The wirss which arry the clectrieal power through twenty-me miles al unbioken pine woads Iring betweda
- . hakabeka Falls and For Willam

The corporation “pirates” seized on
the telephone systems cf the two cities as
particular objects of attack. They have
selected these because they are the weak-
est of the municipally awned properties
of Port Arthur and Fort William. They
have, as one citizen says, “literally torn
the systems into shreds in their search
for weak points,”’ and these weak points,
when discovered, have been.magnified
and offered as proofs of the utter failure
of municipal ownership. It was my for-
tune to interview a friend of the corpora-
tions before I had tested the telephone
service {or myself. The "utter lack” of
efficiency was so graphically described
that when I was ready to use the service
myself | was prepared for almost any-
thing, At the time the company was just
emerging from the confusion of enlarge-
ment. [ had personally seen the almost
chaotic condition of things in the tele-
phone building, watched the operators

working amid noise and debris, and was
ready to excuse much. Again [ was

“agreeably surprised. Even under these

discouraging conditions the service was
equal to any I know of in-cities of sim-
ilar size. . .. L

Telephene tolls in Canada are quite
high, ranging from $50 to $100 a vear
for business houses, and from $30 to $s50
for residences, but, much to the chagrin
af corperation interests, municipal own-
ership in the Twin Cities has cut these
figures down astonishingly. The citizen
of Port Arthur and Fort William pays
only $1z a vear for his residence tele-
phone, and $24 a year for his commer-
cial service, while all the time his tele-
phone is actwally carning money for
him. During 1903 the profit to the city
of Fort William through the operation
of its own telephone system was $576.02
in 1904 it was $1,07i.90; in 1905,
$1,676.82, and in 1906, $776.57, a total
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profit foc the four years of
During this same period the P
telephone system earned 33
through their street-railv
phone systems alone the fifteen thousznd
peopic of Port Arthur have profited to
the extent of $of1, 138,10 during thé past
four vears. A direct benefit has foliowed
in the cutting down of the city's taxes by

L six mills an the dollar,

It seems to- me that I have shown
pratty conclusivefs in the preceding fig-
ures how from a2 financial poiat of view
muaicipal ownership s paving in the
Twin Cities of Thunder Bay; but to me
there are other and equally interestiog
wars in which this same municipat own-
ership 15 proving profitable to the prople.
As I have sald before, the valuz of mu-

nicipal ownership can not be measurad -

in dollzrs and cents alone. Does the ten-
ant of a reated house take as much (n-

terest in the property as his neighboc’

who owns the place he lives in? Assuc-
zdly not. T believe the same may be said
of cities. When the pzeple of Port Ac-
thur uadertake a municipal work, they
are perfecting or accomplishing some-
thing foc themselzes. 1t is to their direct
and personal interest that the ‘work
should last and give the best possible
service. [ 1s chiefly becausc of this in-
terest that Fort William is at prosent ex-
pending $350,000 in developing a gra
ity system of watersupply, which in lass
than a vear.will bring water from Loch
Lomond, on MeKay Mountain, Fort
Hiam will then possess one of the
finest as well 15 one of the cheapest
water svstems in America. ;
In a strikinsly interesting way munic.
ipal ownership will play its part in the
future greataess of Port Arthur Fx-
clusive of property set aside for park
use, this city owns Afteen hundeed acres

1

A L A T 3 T YR AR AL s i T e A S AT iy = 47 - i A
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of valuable laad aleag Thunder Bay,

which s ved for a special

3 net 'i-ﬂr ﬂ\\o’-’l'\', Flrg'[!f:
the municipal ownership fathers, when
new and great induvstries will be louking
toward Port Arther. That will mean the
immediate “bosming™ . of propecty by
private individuals. Available sites will
suffer a sudden rise tn value, and capitat
and industry will refuse to come.
" But munictpal owaership has already
called “check.” Port Arthur holds the
gamez in her own hands. These fificea
bundred acres of land ars not reserved
as an investment; their value rests in
their attractiveness to new activities,
The man who brings a faciory to this
town faces no hold-wp game. He may
choose his site, and purchase it at a very
low valuation-—after having given satis-
factory evidence ot the honestv of his in-
tentions. In this way Port Arcthar has
safeguarded herself against the un-
earned increment, andhas given another
illustration of the enormous influence
that manicipal ownership may wield for
the general welface of 2 community.
This same deep personal interest of
the inhabitants is seen in the coastruc-
tion of school and other public buildings.
Ewven to the small boy the Twin Cities
pay muaicipal attention. The water. of
Supertor s always chilling cald along
he forty-ninth degree. [t is toocold for
imming, and what would life be to the
small boy without his swimming-hole?
But back in the wilderness where the
water runs warmer, a river that empties
into Thunder Baw has its source. This
water the city Iathers are penning up

" just behind the beach ling for the use of

the rising generation, Is & any wonder
that from the very start thase Twin City
youngsters develop confidence in and re-
spect for the place in which they live?




