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B Ciwc.u cod  Cotlretor,

‘the'first chapter.of that morning's story, written in the

inadian - wxlderness, -and our trap-lxne {along which.we

aits) ram | Hor. fifteen milés through thick: swamps- where
--we baifed Hor :lynx, -the fisher-cat,: ;mink .and ermine, ‘and

_witiere-we -dropped ‘our strychnme capstiles roiled in ‘deer-
“fat .in ‘the hope :of capturmg a wolf "or fox. “We had
"»scarcelyjeft our:cabin when my comrade of that winter in
" the forests, who wore short skirts, snowshoes, and her-hair
-inca lopg braid,called :my attention to

“the “tracks.a- little distance -from ‘the

T was-on-the edge-of a-big-'“burn" that We-came ‘upon
dreshly fallen snow. ~ We were in-the ‘heart -of ‘the -

ad-set sixty traps, several deadfalls, and .a-dozen-poison -

B . :lower strips:of ““barren’’ -and” the frozen surfaces :of Jakes, . -

ild

By JAMES OLIVER CURWOOQOD

beaver is the sixth party, for he is the otter's victim. But

he never fights—unless to ‘build strong fortresses for his

-own wprotection can be called fighting. The white man
"-sdys that-he builds dams so solid-that. enly dynamite can
-destroy -them because he knows no better.
“Indian hunterwilltell you that the beaver is wiser than the
fox,-and: that his dams.are built like éastle walls to hold
‘back the otter.

But the old

-1 traveled .a hundred miles through the Thunder Bay
wilderness-to see the results of an otter and beaver feud.
The. beaver, to the number of fifteen or twenty, had
dammed up a stream and had-thus formed a lake fully two

tected until the waterfalls;. and then, if it is-warm.or myod-

-erate -weather, ‘the panic-stricken beavers “hunt:.out the
‘breach -and. repair -it.

JIn.this instance of the Thunder
Bay colony the otters™Wwork was done in January, withithe
temperature forty degrees below zero. The water fell-s0

'rapidly that-the beaver houses were soon high and-dry, and

all the water-that remained was the trickling.current-of the
little stream that had:been -dammed. The"intens¢ cold
iroze the-wet bed of thelake; the great sheet of ice taved
in; it was impossible for the doomed beaversito gather the
soft clay and the necessary twigs and pebbles for .their re-
pair work; the broken.ce and afresh snow blocked the pas-

sages to'their food; the interiors-of:their

x

orlnecof. outtrail. - Al blg.whxte ‘hare had
started across the “burn " shortly alter
~+ “thesnow had ceased falling the previous
. night, ard:a {fox liad taken up'histrail. - |%
“Wealways-gave 1p our plansforan -}

-“hour or a-day to. pursue-.these ‘! stories
“written i the snow,” so we-followed

't -wasga short Stony; - remmdmg me:in
Gxts ‘completendss and tragedy of ‘one of
GuydeMaupassant’s masterpieces: The
are, probably with fhe approach of
wn, }Aas makmg his

e’ fm; was frer his hreaklast.
'_Thea_'g VA0 haste -on-the partof the
“fox,  Hisfootprintswereclose together
“and -the :end of-his‘brushrhad ‘trailed a
" smoothgroove in thesnow behind him
'-unnmgiv ‘he was giving his prey plenty
f - time-in-which “to:snoggle "in some
-warmicover for the-day. o
o “Butin the‘edge ofithe farther swamp :
. “.another character-was waiting to-tike
~apartinthenaturesdrama. A bigwhite
-owl-saw the hare—waited—Hcated:s
Adently- up [into :the ‘gray gloom™ of ‘the
-dawn; and-‘then descended like a shot

_“houses were no longer kept warm by
the encompassing -water.. A few:terri-
ble days and nights and cold and star-
vation had done its work. Otter work
ina “round” of waterways, passing the
same point every ten days or two weeks.
When this pair of feudists returned a
Hfortnight later, there: were ruin and
desolation where had been life and hap-
piness.in the beaver-world. Therc was.
not a‘beaver left alive. But the mur-
derers paid -the penalty, for the trapper

- who first dlacovered their work of des-
trucuon built a “sheot’ for them in a
narrow part of the little stréeam, and
caught them both. )

“The warfare of the mink and -the
crmine is more open. They are brig-
-ands both, wilderness pirates:who prey
upon:ali etherflesh.and blood that they
have the. strength and skill-tokill; and

- “théy are the tweo bravest animalsin:the
forests. The minkis:threetimesaslarge

“and three times as powerful as his little
ferret-like adversary, hut:the ermine has
the advantage of guickness. Insingle
combat the ermine is almost without

'supon its- unsuspectmg victim. - It ‘was
‘an easy “victory. -And the feast was -
: ;_“half over-when the: fox -saw movement
. -“in.thé show. ahcéad 'and slipped up-as .

'qutetly s the-owl had ‘dropped “from out .o ‘the sky.
W'Ie story ‘was there when we came up.  Worls
I fiot Dot -have told it as it was written in the bloody y
- The hare had dicd-cagicst; but the owl-had- foughr

A trader’s “factory™

THE TRAGIC END WHICH AWAITS THE PUR-BEARING ANIMAL

ment to the matkets of civilization.

hundred yards in width, in the cdge of which were built
three hou»-cq, the largest about eighteen feet in diameter.
T slept i in this house, entering through.a hole chopped in .
-'the top.’

It was as dry.as a. bo:_l_e, the ﬂo_or and walls of

in.the Canadian Northwest, with $40,000worth - of pelts being classified for ship-

safe to say there willbe no fur left for the trapper.

exception the victim, for-he.is sucha
brave and bloodthirsty littlerascal that
discretion is never the better part-of val-
“orwiftihim. He will alwaysfight—and
fight until the end.  Thisfeud costs-the

MaTHEY

-trappers of the North'many thousands of dollarsa year, for

when one or the other finds his enemy in a:trap-it is pretty
‘A steel
‘trap usually kills the ermme ‘it catches, but’ this does ‘NOL;




o, from “which -half ofithe breast-had:been eaten. All of
e hare was gonebut its head and feet and fur. After the
gght and the ‘feast the Hfox had continued .on Anito. the
awamp. Theday “after thiswe found a:poisen bait mitssing
“from a snow pyranid we had built in the middle-of a small-
ke, Wefoliowed ‘the tracks andfound:a dead fox hall a
mile away. “The lady.insists this- '
was the real-ending:of that:story
in the'snow. _ o
I doubt if there:is a-more fasci-.. .
nating sport than studying the
" fife .of ‘the wilderness on freshly.
~fallen snows. ‘Only then-can one
_nome. intointimate ‘touch- with'
. s the wildthings. And:this-eanno
“bedone to its greatest advantage:
‘onthe early snows.that “closely:
" follow .the -hunting.season. -1t

snust be. in the -dead of wiriter,
when -all -animal life is .at 'war
with. itsclf-—wlien -the .desperate
fight for foed ‘#hanges even-the

“THE

i;txjeme-»hungerfdfivalboth birds _
nd-animals.of prey o deeds.as thiilling.as apy that could
- _pe-describedin thelivesof men. . R

= Curiously  enough, it is -during -these months—chiefly
¥ Pegember, January and Tebruary—that ‘the:feuds- of the
* “wilderness break out in ali #their-fierceness.  Hunger and
heceaseless husting oflife fos life seemito stirup the venge-
.'fulness-'ani:]' animosities of animallife. Each winter it is 50,
s every trapper inthe “big- northern wilderness will tell
you.: ‘Feuds ‘between men, snay smoulder down and die,
But between the furred and clawed feudists of the North
~‘there-is :_ne_ver_a'tfuoe'-"dur'ing'_‘thes‘e_ _months-of cold and
 hunger. And 1 have yet to-find the exception where one
—-‘ki_n'dgdf-a—nima! carties-ona’ feud with mote than one.other
Y .spe_c'i‘es_.,_"iThése'-wi!dern_ess' “feuds, like those of the Ten-
L pessée “rountains, are-mostly “family affairs.” ~For in-

~gtance, the: deadly ‘warfare between the mink and the er-
" mineds so oldithatitplaysa partin Cree and Chippewayan
legends; and these animals arc.of the same-family. The
.:ﬁs'h_er-cat*—’h_a'tds;t'hc' dyox, and’the lynx the fisher-cat; and
he otter - 4 - deadlier enermy ;to the beaver than ‘man.
thier anim;

th nals.may fight, but they +do not stalk and delib-
< erately imurder. . The -wolf ‘is the ‘ancient enemy of the

“Yowed ‘bruinfor miles. But in"spite of printed stories:to
the: contrary, -1 have never ‘been able to discover where ‘a-
. fight-has actually taken place between them, for the bear
hiasia habit of turningin a way that sends his tormerntors

Jduels, but it's chivalry. and the “ gentler sex'" that moves

2. the ermine, mink, lynx, fisher-cat and the otter. The

nig head lay-a.l dozen fect from its crushed and torn car- .

4tdoor” torwithina foot

GRAY FOX, FULL OF CUNNING
Even .in -capti.\'iw‘. the fox often oulwits his captors;.
T . the -utmost  diligence is necessary to prevent their
stures of the -wild things,and - " eacaipe from the fox-farms.

is the man with his dynamite sticks; the other’is the otter. -

.¢hem. They struck the like-bed runways of their ancient

_more than the equal of the average

tively sfow, while -the - otter:is as’

“beaver the otter usesstrategy and

“bear, and.a dozen times T have seén where a paclk has fol- -
at least a ghost of-a-show. ‘Epot:

. of the beaver dam-untiihe discov-

& scattering belore they- ever gét -within reach of ‘his claws..

" Bucks will fight, and ‘the big bull. moose:have their mighty - iberj‘agk_:with'his.ax‘a'nd:.pike could
.not do— works a “hole straight
them, and not hereditary hatreds.. . The real feudists are . '

_dam. Usually his. work is unde- -

the interior being of thaf curious -watetprool -cement: man- keep the I-mzil-aﬂﬂing';-r'rﬁﬁk
_ufactured by the beavers. . Directly upthrough the center
_-of the floor was built:

qund_..tubc, like a-chimney, twofeet

in-diameterand withitstep rsingfour{cet-above the floor.

water rose just ‘high ‘enough About their houses to fill this
of the top. The beaver, to enter

“his house, dove under “his ‘home,
" came upthrough the tube, shook
himsell at the top; and clambered

nests. Here the temperature
never. reaches the freezing point,
even in the coldest weather, and

Mr. and Mrs. ‘Beaver and’ the -quietly;
immensely, for . these are the
months of holiday and feasting.
Al during the summer the work-  legs. -
ers of thecolony have been cut-

have *‘anchored” their supplies
at the bottom of thelake, ~“Win-
ter is their time. of rest and-re-
joicing, unless enemics happen along.- One of these-enemies

Tu this instance it was the otter who. came-—a pair of

enemies—lurrows or roads running in-and out among the

the “burn,

have Theard-it
-emitted-the icry
or thiree hundred.
1w znd were rewarded for our caution by aspectacle
voung people enjoy their winter . .which s common gnough in-the wilderness but ~which is
seldom - witnessed by human eyes. An ermineiwas battling
' a big mink who was caught 4n the trap by-ane of hisfore-

“We crept up

he:st
k. Againthe mink emiitted that piercing

seream, and for perhaps fifteen seconds it-was impossible
to say who.was getting the worst of it.. Botlrermine then
sunlken and anchored treasures of food, and probably in- -darted-out of the-miﬁk's;;?ea_ch. Twice—rfhreje-ﬁmes——they Y

< from tearing the dead mm

Jiterslly to picces. That same trap setdom kills. a-mink;
and -when -4n 'ermine'—-comes-:along and —disk:_overs'hig.!oe a
t prisoner and.h
- ‘Betore the bedver w fe. destroyed 'by-'their-cnemies,'t-he battle-royal—
.ermine Victor. _ : _ _
Notlong after we had trailed the fox.and the hare across
n.". we were passing over the same trap-line one
-day-when from ahead-of us-we heard the shrill-and piercing
scream-of 2 mink. . I have heard @ mink's'scream from &
_down to his dry floor and cozy distance of a.quarterof amiile. "I"rappersih&ve:to;ld methey -
Z a mile away. This particular- mink who
was-a prisonerin the next trap-house tWo.

andicapped by the trap, ‘there is.always-a
hich-three times out of four ends with the

yards ahead of us. We-came upon him

_ ‘behind a log and were spectators -of ‘the
ting poplar and birch and other fightfrom 4-distancerof not-miore than twenty-feet.. “Then
trees with -succulent barks and it was that we saw thefe were two-ermine. ~Both were:«ir-
cling-around xheir'{eudal-enemy'in- movementsso quickithat
we -could *scarcely follow. .them. Then .one darted in
squarél_y'_'a_nd=brav;:lyf:om';the,‘front,-and.a.t.a-lmos‘ta-the saie:
instanty.as swilt A
sprang :in-from t
-inithe mink’s nec

Tightning flash, the setond ‘erming
de-and fastened his needleslike fangs:

vestigated up to the very *doorways” of the beaver:.cas- darted inteithe battle, bue at the end of the third-onslanght

tles. Instinct, and never experience; tells the otter jot 0 - _only-one of ‘the erming Aeaped ‘back. - Th
_deadly hold on the mink’s throat, and kep
advantagethe secaiid ermine returned like
throat hold. Intwe rinutes-more the battlewa

pursue his enemy into his.home, for/in-fair battleon a:solid
footing a single beaver would tear half a dozen “otter into
shreds—his razor-like tecth and _grcat-strc:ngth'.maki_ng him

dog. Inthe water he:is compara-
swift as a hsh; swifter, in fact, as,
‘he must catch. them in qrder"'to_

exist. So in his feud with--the

not brawn—il taking .a LTnean:
vantage of an gnemy may ‘becalled

" unfair’ than the trapper with-His

dynamite, for he gives the beaver
by foot hesearches along the base

ers what he believesto be.a: weak
spot, “Then he does what a lum-

fhrough . the lower -part 6f - the
- cleverest of them‘:nll.

SOMEBODY'S BEAR-SKIN RUG
‘Every wild animal has:-one.or more mortal
foes; the “bear need: {ear none but man, the

other had a
Beeing the
2 digota

It would have ‘been-easy to-have
~ killed both jof the ermine, even -
-with sticks, {or. they
¢ited  and ~infurigte

‘paid but ,sm'a'll‘-';;atféntiori_ to us

when we revealed ‘oiirselves in
fime to save the ks fur from.

almost under ‘our:feet, ‘squieakit

anil even ‘when & picked -up the
mitnk one of them .clung tena-
Clously to :a foot of ‘his dead
enemy. ‘They ‘had .won iheir
© right to live,-and’ we-drove them
“away ‘before we: reset the. ‘trap. .
‘But our effort to save ~them
‘both 'was futile, for when wg
came over -the line two .days
“later -one 'of :them -was .in “the

trap—dead:

.mutilation. - They: ‘darted abbut .

like excited and ‘fighting mice;.




