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“Tiirty-twe vessels with a tolal tonnage of 200,000 were Tnvadveel i this bloek

THE ROMANCE OF THE
GREAT LAKES

IV.~Waat THE SHirs CARrry.

Parr II.

By JAMES OLIVER CURWOOD

B80T long ago I went
i to sce William
Livingstone, Pres-
ident of the Lake
Carriers' Associa-
“tion—Great Ad-
miral, in a way, of
. the world's might-
”dest flect of steel—an entolled navy of
g71.ships and 2 tonnage of nearly
_two million, Uncensciously I had
come to call this man the Gray Man
and the Man whe Knows, Both
titles fit, as they will tell you
from the twin Tonawandas to Duluth,
Tor five consecutive years president
of the greatest organization of its
kind on earth, an association of ships
‘made up, il weighed, of & half of the
iron and steel foating on the Inland
Seas, he has become a part of Lake
history. I sought him for an idea,

yet the days are ten liours too shit
for him.

“T want 2 new idea.” 1 opened
bluntly, "1 want sonwething new in
marine—something that will make
people sit up.and take notice, as it
were, Can you help me?”

He swung siowly: about in his

chair until his eyes rested upon 5
picturs on the wall, It was a picture
of the old days on the Lakes. My
eves, too, rested on the old picture.
It reminded me of things, and I
kept pace with the thoughts that
might be his. [ saw him, more than
half a century before, the stripling
son of a ship’s carpenter, switmmiag
in the shadows of the big fore-'n’-
afters that were monarchs before
~ gteam  came—glorious days  when
ninetyv-eight per cent, of vessels
carried _sail,

Tfoundit. T
The Gray Man was at his desk
studying over the expenditure of a
watter of six millions of dellars for
a-new canalat the “So0,” He turned
slowly—gray suit, gray tie, gray eves,
gray beard, gray hair—ali beantifully
blended, He seldom speaks first.
- He is always fighting to be courteous,
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taw with their fists and bore dirks
in their bootlegs., Later I saw the
proud moment of his first trip to
“sea”—and then, quickiy, I noted
Jhis riser hig saving dellar by doliar
until he bought an interest in a tug,
his monopolization of it later, his
climb—up—up—, until—

“I'm busy-—very busy!” he broke

and saflors dispensed

“But say, did vou ever
think of this? Did you ever build &
city of the lumber we carry each
year, populate that city, feed it with
the grain we camy and warm it with
our coal? You can do it on pajer
and you will e surprised at what
vou find. It will show you more
graphivally, than anyihing clse just
what the ships earry, Tryit, You't
He interested.”

I have kept that idea warm, Now
i am going to use it. For probably
in no Letter way can the immensity
of the lumber, grain, ceal, Nour and
package freighs trafic of the Great
Lakes be given. Imagine, then, this
“City of the Five Great Lakes.”
We will build it, we will people it,
feed it and heat it—and our oniy
materiaf, with the exception of its
inhabitants, will be the curgoes of
the Lake carmiers for a single season.
And these cariers?  If you should
stand at the Lime Kiln Crossing, in
the Detroit River, one would pass you
on an average every twelve minutes,
day and night, during the eight
‘months of nayigaiion; and when you
saw Lheir munber and size you would
wonder where they could possibly
get all of their cargoes. The cargoes

in quietly.
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with which we will deal in this article
will be of lumber, grain, flour and coal,
for these, with iron ore, constitute
gver ninety per cent, of the commerce
of the Inland Seas.

To build our city we first require
tumber, During the present season
of navigation about 1,500,000,000 feet
of this material will be carried
by Lake ships. What this means
it is hard to conceive until it Is
tumed into houses. To build a
comfortable eight-room dwelling mod-
ern in cvory respect. requires aboud
20.00a fect 0f lumber, and when we di-
vide a billien and 2 half by this fig-
wre we have 15.000 homes, eapable of
accommodating a papulation of about
400,000 people.  \With the thousands
of tons of building stonme transpor-
ted by lake each year, the millions
of barrels of cement, the cargoes of
shingles, sand and brick, our “City

of the Lakes" for rgo8 would be as

large as Buffalo, Cleveland or Detroit.
{It is belicved that this year's finan-

! cial depression will cause a shrinkage

of 30 per cent. in the Lake tonnage
estimated for 1908.) :

But one does not begin fully to
comprehead the significance of the
enormous commerce of the Great

L ANINTEO MINE, CULERAMNE, MINSESGTA

erein hete copsisis 0f i ofe, which is seooped wp in enormious steam-shovels.




g o L

Lakes, and what it means not only
to this country but to a hailf of the
civilized world, until he Degins to
figure how long the grain which will
be carried by ships during the pres-
ent year would support this ima-
ginary city of 4o0,000 adult people.
There will pass through the * Sco''
canals this year at least go,000,000
bushels of wheat and 60,000,000
bushels of other grain, besides
4300006 barrels of Rour, all of which
represents the ''bread stuff” that
is shipped from Lake Superior ports
alone. There wili, in addition, be
shipped by lake at least 50,000,000
bushels from Chicage, Milwaukee and
other ports whose east-hound comi-
merce 18 ot reported at the “'Soo,”
in short, estimating couservatively
from the past four years, it is safe to

say that at least 200,000,000 bushels—

of grain awd 11800000 barrels of
flour will have been transported by

of this year's seasor of navigation.
But what de these figures mean?

They seem top-heavy, unwieldy, valu-

able perhaps to the scientific ecano-

mist, but of small intercst to the °

ordinary every-day eater of bread.
Let us reduce thig gmin to flour.
It takes from four and a half to five
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hrine by the end
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bushels of grain for a barrel of flour,
and dividing by the larger hgure
our grain would give us 40,000,000
barrels, which, plus the 11,000,000,
would make a total of 31,000,000
barrels. Now we come right down
to dinner-table facts. ~ At least 250
one-pound loaves of bread can be
made from each r1g6-pound barrel

 of flour, or 2 totzl of 12,750.000,000

from the whole, which would mean at
least five loaves for every man,
wornan aad child of the two and one-
half billion pesple whe inhabit this
globe!  In other words, figuring from
the reports of food specialists, the

in and four carried by the ships
of the Lakes for one year would give
the total population of the earth a food
supply sufficient to keep it in life
and hesaith for a period of three
weeks!

This enormous supply of the stafl
of life would give each of the 4ao,000

cach person per day, it would feed
the nation fer one year and two
months! . i

Now, having built our city, peopled
it, and supplied it with food, we
come to the point of heating it.
Last wear there were transported
by Lake nearly 13000000 tons of
coal. and this year another million
wiil probably be added to that figure.
Here again mere figures fail o tell
the story. But when we come to
divide: this coal among the homes
of u tity like Cleveland, Detroit or
]I’mil':tlu, which rank with our 75,.000-
K

bread-eating “people in our** Civy-of
the Lakes™ a half-pound a day for
one hundred and seventy-five years,
or it would supply a city of the size
of Chicage with bread for filty yearsi
To each of the Go,000,000 bread-
eaters in the United States it would
give 212 one-pound loaves, or. with
an allowance of half a pound for

&

ae *City of the Lakes,” we again

£OER T EasY T diderstiniii

b of these 75.000 home-owners

i receive as his share over 213

of coal, and if he burned six tons

“ winter tlis would lust him for
velive vears!

o nutshell, there is enough
ceroamd other material cavrial
ke ships cach year to buikl
the size of Detroit; tlwere is
wrnin trinsported o supply
oo inhubitants witlt bread-

Siofor aoperiod of one bBundred
E crenty-live years, coneeding the
e pepudniion of the ety o bo

el veal 15 shipgald
b the North Lo

heat the homes in this city fof
thirty-five vears! .

When one knows these facts, when
borhaps for the first time in his life
he is brought to a realization of the
enormous proportions of the commerce
of the Inland Seas, he may, and with
excellant excuse, believe that he has
reached the limit of its interest. But
as a matter of fact he has only begun
10 enter upon its wonders, and the
farther he goes the more he sees that
cconomic guestions which have long
been mysteries to him are being un-
ravelled by the Great Lakes of the

vast country in which he lives,
- B ol UiE shipyof our Tre

land Scas,” James A. Calbick, late
President of the Lumber Carriers’ As-
sociation, said to me, ““the people of
the United States, from the Atlantic
Cecan to the Rocky Mountaing, and
as {ar south as Kentueky and Tennes-
see. have been able to build the
cheapest lomes in the wocld—and
the Test,” and this assertion, which
cart be proved in several diffevent
ings us ot wnee 10 the lumber
itexists on the Lakes to-day.

Going threugh abmost any one of
the eisternand ventrad States one will
find t s ol okl shieds and barns,
tsviedling the nead 1o ruin through
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days of the Civil War once said {o
me. *'They 're the Grand Army uof the
Lakes—are those old” barges and
schonners, and they’re passing away
as fast as we cld fellows of the davs
of '61." To-day no vessels are built
along the Lakes for the carrying of
lumber. Seores of ancient “ hookers”
and picturesque schooners of the
romantic days of old are rotting at

been passed by as practically worth-
less. A few years more and the
picture of ruin will be complate.
Then the lumber trafic on the
Great Takes will virtually have
ceased 1o be, the old ships will be
gone, and passed forever will be
the picturesque lifec of the lumber-
jack and those weather-beaten old
patdarchs who, since the days of

their moorings, and when

a preat steel leviathan of
; 10,000 tons passes one of
i these veterans the eyes of

her crew will follow it until
; only her canvas remains
" : above the horizon.

. . ' - E Yet from the cnormous
age alove, though buils of the best  and most romaniic branches of 1 guantity of lumber which

ine and. oak—materials of a fie—the lumber industry; and each : u whicl
gf.talli)ty which cannot be found in  year, as ihis industry comes nearer ; gtlll:igeirtahncspo:ég;ln]%} I::".:\:
the best of modern homes in this year and nearer to its end, the price uf : oo \gould ngt uess)ﬂ;ﬂ,
of rgod. For ten years past the tumber climbs higher and higher, the oo \%hich w‘ill
price of lumber has been steadily home-owners_becume fewer in com- {he great feet which wil
climbing, and since 1900 the increase parison with other yearts, and feets g s Task nean iﬁ‘ the
in the cost of building construction and lumber companies go out of ex- o e esins

has brought lumber to & par with istence or direct their enetgxgs o i camp atong the Lakes, in

THE ' MONTEZUMA " IEING TOWED OUT OF TIIE MAUMER INTC LAKE FRIE AT TOLEY
This is the largest wooden ship that suils the Lakes

brick. While the commerce of the other channels.

Lakes is increasing by tremendous

To Lake people it is pathetic, this

the great forests of Mizne-
sola and in the wilderness

; ; f the ' z
hounds in uther ways, people are now, death of the lumber fleets o : regions of Canada, smpee.
perhaps unknowingly, witnessing the  Inland Seas. An old soldier who had : B P bpeeu

rapid extinetion of one uf their vldest  sailed on & lzmber hooker since the

expended in securing *'ma-
terial ™ becauss of the high
prives offered, and the re-
suly has been something
hevond deseription,  Re-
tly I passed through
ance great lumbering
a5 of the Lakes to
mysclf what 1 had

THE CCAL DOCK AT SUPESIOR, WISCONSIN, ACRGSS TIHE HARROR FROM DULUTIL MINNESOTA
This pite of cual is lourtesn huadred feet long and thiry feal high
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I Michigan i

uf Goorgian Bay are

xs of miles aroumi

2l the axe amt the

Have spread most absolute de
m. In the vast hamber n
. of o decade ago, onee lively and
- prerous wwas hive beeome alinost
palated,  Seores of  lumbering
¢ going o rot amd rdn; saw-
e abaidoned o the elements,
n places where lemlicring is still
Lotimbier is greedily aveepted
aofew years ago would have

sed; the ''forest" re- TiIE GRAIN-CARRIER ° WAHCONDAW ' IN A BRAND-NEW

WINTER SUIT

and underbrush for pinding refuge in Port Arthur Harbor, Minuesota, from o Lake

Superior stovm

their youth, have been “goin’ up I'r
cedar 'n’ pine.’’

But even in these last days of the
Tumber fndustey on the Lakes the
ligures e iy enongh (o ercate
astomishiment and wonder, ol give
some ilen of what that indusiry has
been in Tuke the Tena-
wink: 1 —thore twn heans
tirul lete cities st thic foot of Lake

AT
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Erie. a few miles from Buifaly,  Lum-
ber has madde these tuwns, as it has
made seores o others along the
Lakes, They are the greatest ' lum-
ber towns" in the world, and esti-
mating from the business of former
years there will be earvied tn them
by ship this yeacin the neghborhond
ol jgoo,oo0on feet of lumber. In

A

alb ol
eaploe
the g
Oregon! Thenk of e aln

s supply ol timber

Tegomght e oy
any dilference at alt 1™
There wre profubly several

A LOADL OF WOOD ON 1TSS WAV TO THE LAKE

Thisis said o be the largost load ever dragged from the Michigan woods by & single team
It enntatned 20,000 Loard feet of lumier

18go there entered the Tonawandas
7de00,000 feet, which shows how
the lumber tratic has fallen during
the Jast cightcen years.
that abiout 10,000,000 fevt of lumber,
valued at $200.000, {s lost each year

“Twin Citie: In 1905 the vessels
running te the Tonawandas oum-
bered 3oe; this year their number
will not exceed 2go—another proof
of the rapidly failing lumber supply
along America’s great inlind water
WILYS.

“This talk of a lumber faming is

It is figured

essels--bouad-log-the-

people in this country of ours who
are, just at the present moment, of
the above opinion.  They have never
loaked into what [ might call the
“eeonemy of the Lakes.” A few
words will show what part the Lakes
have-played-in-the-building of-mil
liens of American humes, Al the pres-
ent moment it costs S2.50 to brng
1ooe feel of lumber from Duluth to
Detroit aboard a ship, 14 costs §5.50
that same lumber by raill
ding that this vear's billinn and
a half feet of lumber will be trans-
portesd a distance of joo miles, the

. W. RUTCHER
A great lumberman owning many saw.mills and |
o fleet of vessels,

cost of lake transportation for the
whoale will be about 83,750,000, The
cost of transportation by rail of this
samne  Jumber would be at least
37,500,008, or as much agein! Now

what if you, my dear sir, who live in
New York, had to have the lumber
o your house carried fourteen hune
Arerl miles instead of seves, or three
thensand
3 ?

mniles, from Washington
Lear
[ miles by
. e thousand feet; by rail it would
Coron §7h 0 Ardd this, with competi-
s playing @ remendous part in the
When lumber is gone from
fake regians, will vur philau-
e ratlroads carry thiy maderial
aply as now, when for eight
af the veur they fuee the uer
2 of nur Great Lakes maripe?
the time cmes 1
: are Jumber alimy Use Lad
vl Bie the resuit? "™ 1 nskoed Mr
Eothe Tnte | tent of the Lum-
ters” Assoviafion,  He replivd:
fer will advance i prive as
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never before, Ne longer will the
frame cottage be the sign of the
poor man's home; no longer will the
brick mansion be the manifestation
of wealth. It will then cost much
more to build a dwelling of wood than
of brick or stone. The frame house
will in time become the sign of
aristocracy and means. It will pass
beyond the poor man's pocket-book,
and while this poor man may live in
a house of brick i will not be his
furtune to five in a house of wood,
This is what will happen when the
lumber industry ceases along the
Groat Lakes.”

Then this great lumbernfan went
on to say:

“People.are beginning to see, and
each year they will see more plainly,
how absolutely idiotic cur State and
National governmenis have been in
not  compelling forest preservation.
For all the centicies to come Miche
igan, Wisconsin and Minnesota should
be made to-supply the nation with

VAT IRAREIS W, BARKR

Il wrecker aud treasure-

n the Lakes

Pl st e
hanr
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timber,  In these three Lake Slates
there are mittions of aeves of ilead
forest tand which is good for aothing
else.  Yvt for at least hal{ a century

must these il
finns of acres now
remain worthless,
Nothing has been
left upon them.
They ave ''bar-
rens” in the true
sense of the word,
and before forests
are Tegrown upan
them fifty or a
hundred years
hence, the great-
est timber famine
the world has cver
seen will have

been wpon us for.

generations."
Hardly could
the significance of
the pasging of the
lumber industry
along our Inland

Seas be appreci-

ated, without tak-

ing a brief glance.

into the past, to
see what it has
already done for

35S FANNY BAKER
Capt, Baker's adventarous daughter—the only
young womai on the Lakes who visits
wrecks fn a diving-suit

ikl ae.
REX-Teom
ings
lirusisg
the prosct;
lation
United St
As a N
quenee of .
solute  spr
of the
lands, a l:
of  Mich
noWw prac
woarthless.
the lands
bought Dby
bering wmpa
nies; the iimber
was stripped—
then came the
tax-collector!
But why pay’
taxgs on warth-
less barrens, with
only stumps and
brush and desert
sand o claim? So

Teo=. s

- prople forgot they

the nation, There
is now practically
no white pine left in the State of
Michigan—once the home of the great-
est pine regions in the whole world,
Michigan's tribute to the nation has
been enormous, For twenty vears
she was the leading lumber-producing
State of the Union.- As nearly as can
be estimated, her forests have yielded
160,000,000,000 fect of pine, more
than one hundred tines the total,
amount 0f lumber that will be trans-
ported on the Lakes this year. These

--are-figures-which-pass-comprehension---
until they are translated jnto mere
familiar terms.  This enormeus pro-
duction would build a board walk
five fret wide, two inches thick, and
3.000,000 miles Jong--a walk that.
would reach rzo times around the
earth at the equator; or it would make
a plank way one mile wide and two

owned them, and
| . as a result one-
seventh of the State of Michigan is
to-day an the delinquent tax list,
Minnesota is going the way of Michi-
man. In 1go6 there was cut in the
Duluth district 2 total of 828,000,000
feet of white pine; but cach vear this
production will become smaller, untit
in the not distant future there wilt
be nothing for the Jumber ships of the
Lakes to carry.  What this will mean
to the heme-builders of the nation can
be shown in a few words. Pravious
to-1880-the-Chicago--man..could. buy.

(U
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it is being cut another decade will,

sea that State stripped as clean as
Michigan now is, and then the coun-
try’s last resort will be to {ura to
the Pacific coast with its forests of
Douglas fir. And still, as though
biindfclded 1o all sense and reason,
almost every State government con-
tinues to loock upon the fatal de-
struction without a thought for the
future, though before us are facts
which show that Americans are using
nearly eight times as much lumber
per capita as is used in Europe, and
that the nation is consuming four
times as much weod annually as is
produced by growth in our forests,
Ten years more and the last of the
rvomantic old lumber ships of the
Inland Seas will have passed away;
gone forever will be the picturesque
lifte of those whe have clung thus
long to the fate of canvas and the
four winds of heaven; and with it,
100, will pass the remaining few of
those old iumber kings who have ta-
ken from Michigan forosts alone fifty
per cent. 'more wealth than has been
produced by all the gold mines of
California since their discovery in
1849.
., But in the place of this passing
industry i rapidly growing another,
the effect of which is already being
feli over a half of the civilized world,
and which in & very few years from
now will be counted the greatest and
most important commerce in_ exis-
tence,  The iron mines of the North
May become  exhausted

1006 feet of the best white pine for
Sty To-day it costs him §8e! What
will it cost ten yvears hence?

Already the centre of lumber pro-
duction has swung from the North to
the South. The yellow pine of Lou-
isiana is mow taking the place once
filled by white pine, and at the rate

rematning forest of the Lake regions
%ill fade away; but the grein trade
will go on forever, Just as the Su-
perior mines have produced cheap
il steel, just as the Inland Scas
Leea the means of giving the na-

eap lumber, so will they for
| 1 to come supply unnumbered
toltons  with cheap bread. Like
Srear Huks, they connect the vast
Srata-prnducing Westwith the millions
o the bread-consuming Bast.  And
Rt el do they control the grain
: of the Uaited States.  To-day

L Qi is spoken of a3 Lhe
v Bread Basket of the Workd,”

the listle
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and over the Lakes will travel the
bulk of its grain. Looking zhead for
a dozen centurics one cannot seo
where there can be a monopaly of
grain transportation, either by mail-
road or ship. The water highways
are every iman's property; a few

thousand dollars—a ship—and you"

are your own master, to go where you
please, carry what you please, and at
any price you please.  For all time,
in the carrying of grain from field to
mouth, the Great Lakes will prove
themselves the poor man's friend.
To bring this ppor man's bushel of
wheat over the
Duluth to Buffalo by Lake now costs
only two cents, .
And according to the prediction:

of some of the oldest ship-owners of
the Lakes, the tremendous saving to
the poor man because of the cheap-
niess of Lake freightage is bound to
inerease in the not distant future,
It must be remembered that at the
present time ships cannot be built
fast enough for Lake demand, and as
a epnsequence transportation rates,
while exceedingly low when com-
pared with rail rates, are such as to
make fortunes each year for the owns
ers of ships. Take the cargo of the
B. F. Jongs, for instance, delivered
at Bufialo in October of 1906, She
had on board 370,273 bushels of
wheat which she had brought from
Dututh at two and three-fourths cents
a bushel, making her four-day idp
down pay fo the tune of $7,500!
The._ preveding yesr. one cargo of

100e miles from °

300,000 hushels was brought down
for six cents a bushel, a very ex.
traordinary exception to the regular
cheap rate—one of the exceptions
which come during the last week or
two of navigation. The freight paid
on this cargo was 818,600, In other
words, if this vessel had made but
this one trip during the season the
profit on the tetal investment of
5300000 represented by the ship
would liave been six per cont.  There
arc on the Lakes vessels which pay
from thirty to f{orty per cent. a vear,
and an "vrdinary carner” is supposed
te run about twenty,
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In viewing these enormous prafits,
however, the lavman has no cause for
complaint, for the vessels that make
them do so not te his cost, but from
the rapidity with which they achieve
their work., The W, B, Ker is 2
vesscl that can earry Jeo,coo busliels
of wheat. lJigurc that she males
pventy trips a seasor.  If she carried
grain continually she would trans-
port a total of eight million bushels
in & single season, which would supply
Chicago witl bread for nearly a year
and a half. And it is an interesting
fact, too, that with few exceptions the
ships of the Lakes are not owned by
corporations, but by the American
people.  Their stock is held, not by
thousands, but by hundreds of theu-
sands. Recognized as among the
best and safest investments in the
United States, they are the property
of farmers, mechanics, clerks and
other small investors, as well as
of capitalists. Recently one of the
izrgest shipbuilders on the Lakes said
to me, “A third of the farmers in the
Lake counties of Ohio have money
invested in shipping.”' Which shows
that not only in the way of cheap
Lransportation are the common people
of the country profiting because of
the existence of our Inland Seas. It
may be interesting to note at- this
point that the tonnage shipped and
received at Ohio ports last year ex«
ceeded that of all the ports of France,

., The rate at which the grain traffic
of the Lakes is increasing is easily
seen in the figures of the last two or
thive years.  In 1gos over 68,000,000
bushels of wheat passed through the
"Sgo" canals. In rgo0 this increased
to more than 84,000,000, showing a
growth in one year of 16,000,000

“Within that time I ook 1o g
whent produetion of N
net oty Junbled, but i

What western Cang
to mean to Lake comu
shown in marine fiyures.
Arthur ard Fort William
cities ' of Thunder Bay. wer
in 1go6 over 6a.cce,aoo bu
grain, and it is safe 1o predict
the shipmenst of these two Hule ey
will this year exceed Se.ceccwon
bushels, The largest elevator in 1
world, with a capacity of 7.500.000
bushels, has been constructed ag Do,
Arthur; and Fort William already hag
acapacity of 13,000,000 bushels,

And as yet the fertile regions of
western Canada have hardly been
touched! These 8e,000,000 bushels
of 1908 will represent part of the pro-
duction, not of a nation, but of a
comparatively few pioneers in what
is destined to become the greatest
grain-growing country in the world—
2 country connected with the East
and the waterways to Europe by the
Five Great Lakes. . When the task
now under way -of widening and
deepening the Erle Canal is accom-
plished, the enormous Lake traffic in
grain may continue without inter
ruption to the Atlantic coast. Even
as it is, the transportation of grain
from Buffalo to New York by canal
is showing a phenomenal iIncrease,
The wvalue of the freight cleared by
canal from Buffzio in 1907 was nearly
$19,000,000, while In 1gos it was less
than $12,000,000,

Like the building of ships the build-
ing of elevators is now one of the chief
cccupations along the Lakes. The
“grain age,’’ as vesselmen are already
beginning to call it, has begun. Ta

bushels, or 23 per cent. This rate of~ the four chiel grain ports of the Lakes,

increase is not only being maintained,
But it is_becoming larger; and the

Chicago, Duluth-Superior, Buffaloand
Port Arthur-Fory William, there are

“'receiving port”™ of the lower Lakes.
There vast quantities of grain are
made inte flour, and the rest is tran-
shipped eastward. At present the ity
possesses 28 elevators with a capace-
1ty of 23,000,000 bushels.

There is another potent reasen why
the passing of the lumber traffic
the future exhaustion of the fron and
mines do not trouble ship builders
and owners. It hag been asserted
that when lumber and ivon are gone
there will no longer be business for
ail of the ships of the Lakes. How
wrong this idea is has been shown by
the growth of the grain trade. But
grain will be only one item in the enor-
mous commerce of the future. Each
vear the coal transpertation business
is growing, aud the constantly in-
creasing saving to coal consumers be-
cause of this commerce is astonish-
ing, At one end of the Lakes are the
vast goal deposits of the East; at
the other is Duluth, the natural dis-
tributing point for a multitude of in-
land ¢coal markets. Of the 16,000.000
tons of coal to be shipped by water
this year nearly 8,000,000 will go to
Dututh, and will be carted a dis-
tanee of 1oeo miles for thirty-five
cents a ton,just about what one would
pay to have it shovelled from a wag-
on into his basement window! The
remaining 8,000,000 tons will be un-
loaded at Chicago, Milwaukes, ete.

One of the most interesting sights-
1 bo witnessed along fhe Lakes is
the_loading and unloading of a big

grain men of the Lakes are unanimous
in the opinion that even from the
big increase of the past couple of
years cannot be figured the futiure
grain business of the Inland Seas,
*Ten years (mare will see the Amer-
ican and Canadian wests feeding the
world,"” a grain dealer tells ne.

now rgg elevators with a capacitt of
138,000,000 bushels. Chicago leads,
with 83 elevators and a capacity of
63.000,000, although Duluth-Superior

. with their 27 elevators and 35,000,000

bushel capacity shipped half again
ag much grain to Buffalo in 1907 as
did Chicago, Buffalo is the great

S
e record at this writing. She
loaded 12,658 tons at Lorain for
Duluth, and took on 400 tons of fuel
in additiun.  Inconceivable as it may
.such a carge under good con-
s can be loaded ona ship in
1 to £0 15 hours,  The vessel runs
de the coal dock, her crew lifts

re from a dozen o twenly
s, and the work begins.  Inthe
re hundreds of loaded cars.
At engrine quickly pushes one of these
apan ineitned track 1o a huge "L
v wr. e the tracks of which the
g { the var are autematically
viped. Then the carn, with its forty

oal, The W. B, Kerr'holds™
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or fifty tons of coal, scoots skyward,
and when forty feet above the deck
of the ship great steel arms reach
out and turm it upside down.  Witha
thunderous roar the coal rushes into
a great chute, one end of which
empties into 2 hatch. Then the ear
tips back, is quickly carded down
by the clevator, and is ' bumped off”
by another lozded car, which gees
through the same operation. Four

or five days later, at the otherend of

the Lakes, powerful arms, high in the
air, reach out over the open hatches of
the same wvessel. Qut upon one of
these arms suddenly dacts a huge
"elam-shell™ bucket; for a moment it
poises above a hatch, then suddenly
tumbles downward, its huge mouth
agape, and half buries itsclf in the
cargo of coal. As it is pulled up, the
"“jaws" of the clam are closed, and
with it ascend several tons of fuel,
Three or four of these clam-shells
may- be at work on a vessel at the

jsame time, and can unlvad o000

tons in about two days, In the days
of old it would have taken three
weeks and scores of men to unload
such 4 cargo, ) C
* And in Iocking into the future we -

" must take another item into consid-
_eration,” said President Livingstone

tome, ''And that is package freight.
It is almost impessible to estimate
the amount that is carried, but it is
enormous, and has already saved the
country millions in transportation.”
_There is one other '‘item” that is

carried in the ghips of {he Inlafd
Seas—not a very large one, judging
by bulk alone, but one which shows
that the possibilities of romance are
not yet gone {rom modern comnierce,
Perhaps, some time in the not dis-
tant future, you may have the fortune
to sce a Lake ship under way. Shais
leng, and black, and ugly, you may
say; she cardes mneither guns nor
fighting men, nor is she under con-
voy of a man-n'-war.  Yet it nay be
she carrics a richer prize than any
galleon that ever sailed the Spanish
Muin, She is a "treasure ship™ of
the Inland Sens. bringing duwn cop-
per from the great Boranzas of the
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North. The steamer Flugg holds the
record. carrving down as she did in
1906 with $t,250.000 worth of metal.
Cnee a copper ship was lost——
Rut 1 will keep that story a fitlle
longer, for it properly belongs in*The

Romance and Tragedy of th
Seas,” in which 1 pledge
show that the great salt oo
not the enly treeless and -
wastes rich in mvsterious, rowant
anel tragic happenings,

A PROBLEM FOR TWO
By ELLIOTT FLOWER

== HE played and sang
for him, but he
was 50 absorbed in
his own thoughts
| that he was guilty
of the unpardon-
able sin of for-
| getting to tum the

music for her.
Then she took him by the hand,
led him to an armchair, pushed him
into it, drew up another chair, and
seated herself directly in front of him,
“You are in trouble,’ she said,
- resting her efbows on her knees and
her pretty chin on her hands, and
-locking him squarely in the eyes.
“\What 's the matter!”
1 am troubled,” he admitted,
“What about?” she demanded.
. “The bank,” he ansvered.

.'*Oh,” she returned, with a sigh of
reliet, “I was afraid it was something
serious—that perhaps youcouldn'tget
that littie house that we looked at.”

He smiled faintly at this. Nothing
was scripus to her that did not di-
rectly concern their matrimonial plans.

“‘Perhaps I can't,” he said, “'but ~

that's oniy ad incident of the trouble.”

bewildered. How could a matter of
such importance be an incident?
“ivell, it would e an incident of
the faiture of the bank, would n't it?”
he asked.
“Ts the bank going to fail?"
“Idon't know,” Hisanxious frowm

“fp-incident!-She-locked-at-him-

“You force your own bank to faii!
Why, of course you won't.”

“Th, you don't understand!™ le
exclaimed; “yow can't understand]
Tt all depends upon the decision I
reach between now and to-morrow
morning. We can't continue withouy
taking the money offered; we cun't
take the money offered without put-
ting it in jeopardy. To refuse de-
posits is to force an immediate fail-

Lure: to accept them involves a rigk.”

He did not tell her that a prison
sentence was included in this risk.

“You must do what is right, of
course,” she said soberly. ’

“But what 4 tight?” he cried in
desperation. “That 's what I "ve been
trytng to decide; that’s what's dri-
ving me crazy! I hoped for a little
respite with you this evening, but
the problem is on every page of your
music and rings out with every note
of the piano. What 4s right 2"

“YWhy don't you ask Daddy?™ she
said, '‘He knows everything about
business matters.”

He did not reply to this suggestion
at once: there were many things i

be considered. Peter Quan was a de--
positor—one.of the largest.depositors

in a bank that had no very large
deposits, He was also»a cautious
man of business, and a cautious man,
knowing the situation, would make

.all haste to withdraw his depesit.

Such a withdrawal at this time would
be a serious—probably a fatal-—blow.
NFLoL an Al veaeen e mnn wanld like




