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- By James Oliver Curwood
0-DAY is Sunday, and I have jusl returned from a week’s hike up the mysterious little ‘cres
that rins past my cabin. " It seers good to be home agoin, and Nuls and Spoony fnd Wild Bill,’
the blue jay, have given .me a royil welcome, and I am almost cqnwnced_my pop-eyed mogse-:
bird friends are trying to tell me who was the thief in my cabin while I was gone..” On that "to-.
morTow,” when I had promised myself another day of writing, the Wanderlust came to me, and I packed up
a kit and a week’s supply of grub and started out to explore my - 5 e i T
creek. It is a very individual sort of creek-~it has character, even
if it hasn’t a name. - It comes out of deep, dack, and unexplored
masses of forest to the north, and I have [ancied it bringing down
all sorts of romance and tragedy out of the hidden - . T
places If it could only talk.. So I went Lo the end
of it 10 find out its setrets for myself. - And there .
was so much of interest that I couvid fill a book with - -
[ don’t think any other white feet have cver -
triveled ap this creck, which I now call *“Lone-
sume’’ Surely, nat even an Indian has © -~
veir, along it for sk least a- gencration,
S Dadid not find the mack of an ax o
ul w fire or vestige of deadiall or
wuse.  Buot it did take me forty
luick intoe a country of such savage
~s and dense Torests that 1 have
¢ odetermined to build me another
shere o ligtie fater,
Sdeaving o my journey ol explor-
| forzol w close the window of my
ol throuvgh that open window
Chiviod the raseally thicl whom the pair of ‘mwoose-birds are tryv-
it tell me abont, L think Bill knows alse, but I don’t befivve
Bevngld give a brother robber away, even if he did have four
Feevind o mil, By tracks and twe or three other sigos. 1 know
e thicf is a wolverine who, like the pack-mt over in the

l had N\"l.t}l me a pac'lc L){ AierﬂlL‘S trnincd 1w hu“l bcﬂl‘ N
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wrischici-making humerisl among other thing, ks ea
ried away a hat, ene of my Lwo iryving-pans, severad G0
hall a slah of hacon, and my {avarite fshien
knifc duringmay absence. But Lknow tris clever follow’s
ways, and have hope that 1 shall soon recover my
property if I keep my eves open and Bsten with bot h
my ears. .

And I shall not kil nim, no matter how red-hanide!
—~ur red-looted —] cateh him. A few years augo. |
would have planned to ambush him with a ride.
now I have the desire to become as intimate wiih
him as possible ané learn a little more definitely what
he wanls with a knife, o skillet, and my pans. [ fedd
tial, for his theft, he should in some way be rewardu!

-and not slain. for he has added tomy interest m life by
rousing a keen and harmless curiosily.  His is only one
way in which nature is constantly adding fulness of lifv
and greater contentment ta my years. Lveiywhere,
even to the smallest things under my feet and at my
hand, I am Jearning rrore and wore of the marvelous
ways and life of all creation, and the more T leain the
more I am ¢onvinced that I am simply an atom in
-its vast brothethdod, and I am fnding a great happi-
" ness by makingwyself actually a part of it. Hereto-
fore, T have beeb.a self-expatriated spark of life, so to
~- speax; in'my human egoism, I have held myself apart
C1rom all other sparks of life that:were not formed in
my own poor and unlovely shape, ™ - '

-Two very simple things are adding to my pleasure ia

- life this early afterncon, and iflustrate the point 1 have
*in mind—if one can bow one’s head down to the leve!
" of understanding. - I am writing again between the two
- big spruce trees, but, during my week of absence, other
- " sparks of life have, in'a way, taken possession of my
table, From hetween two of the hewn saplings that

In the uabunted

parta of the

- Brit[sh Co..
{urabian -

.- mountaing

““form the top of this table, where .the big storm and
= e : - wind must have flung a
bit of earth and 3 seed,
a tender gréen sprout of
something has.started
to-grow. - It is a single
spear now, nol of grass,
and-its green is the whit-
~ish: green of the lower
part- of an asparagus
shao*. To me, it
seems fairly to
pulse  with
life, and 1
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[ almost determined
to build me a eabin
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have the very
foolish feeling
within me that
nature planned this
little surprise for me while
Iwasaway,and that if I give
it a bit of brotherly atten.
tion, I am going to have a
flower on my table, not trans-
planted or plucked, but there
deifberately through friend-
snip forme. However foolish
this notion may be, it is a
very pleasant one to have,
and jts effect is to bring me

much nearer .to the Creator’

of things than any sermon 1.
could hear preached from a
pulpit, . -

A second interesting thing

that has happened to my
table is that it has become a
plain acress which now runs

the trail of a big tribe of

ants, These ants, I have
iound, climb up the farthest
right-hand support of my
table and proceed straieht
irross 1o the big spruce on
my left, up which they dis-
appear; and a reluming fife
=f the workers come down
the spruce and hit it " crous-
country” to the tahlefey
aeain, They dor’t seem o
!+ bearing any hurdens, vet
Cevmove with predision aud

srpose, add T huve coner 1o

crderstand that, when anis
swve i Lhls wav, they huve
Ccnething very defnite in
siimd. Lam convineed they
sremoving from one (ortress
“emie Lo another or, at least,
“eat every Cworking” indi-
Sduat o the trioe is person-
Sty investigating sonme new
dizcovery that has been mude
Sither up the spruve or i the
wrection of the ereck. Laier,

i <hall know more about it
BBut the point that im-

.'\‘l‘. and I\'!rs. Curwuod imn a country uf savaiie \vilf[ness
and dense forests

- 'peesses itsell upon Toe most is
that, in my destroving days. ¥
would bave swept the friéndly
litte. green sprout from its
éradle, and would have.driven
the ant tribe from:my prop- -
erty, destroying as many of "
. them"as- possible. -~ Agin. T .
- want (o emphasize that T am
“motacrank; or narrow-minded -
in my religion of “Jive and let
clive 222 11 this same tribe of 7.
~“ants had invaded my cabin,’
" cand were preving- on . things

. necessary. to me, Ivwould- de-
.stroy.them or 'grive them..
Sraway., That is my nature-
" Igiven -.privilege—to” protect.
- myself and what is mine.’ It
“is-also the privileg® of overy .
" other spark of hife.  These-
‘same ants, were I to stand on .

- their: fortress,. wonld attack .’
" me ‘desperataly. But now-

- they do not molést me, . And
1 do not molest them; " Itis '

the beautiful law of “Kve and
. et live—~solohg as the neces- |
.~ sity for destruction does-not. .

farisen o e s
- When I sab down at my-

" typewriter an Four ago T had
pranned to begin immesdiately
the telling of what 1 have
wandered somewhat away
from-—the story of a few inci.
dents which helped to bring
about my own regeneration,
and which at last impressed
upon me this great Golden
Rule of all vature—lve and
let tive, The big dramatic
climax in that part of my life
Fappened over in the British
Columbian mountains, whors
my Jove of adventure
taken mwe on many long Jour-
nevs,  Condiaaed e puge 175
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~Captaid Gaius rubbed his vhine  He 7
weemued o bik ermbarrassed.

SWel, L otell you. Chaclie,” he said.
“Vou sece~—well. vou see. Bashby, she
still thinks I've got spirit-power.  She
thinks I can get messages from aloit, yvou
wnow."”

! “Ha, ha! Excuse me. Yes: I sunposc
she doues.”

“Um-hm,  And—and—well, she'lt take
orders from spirits where she wouldn't
listen to live folks—that's all. Hein' a
medium has seme advantages.”

My Brotherhood

{Continucd from puge 33}
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But the change had begun to work in e L )
me hefore then. My conscience was ) T R oLl ;
already stabbing me. I.was regretting. < - R B
in 2 mild sort of way. that I had killed s» . o : - S 9 gon
much. But I was still the supreme cgoist. )4 2 4 y: ' -
beligving myself the God-chosen animal @ﬁgﬁjf@ @ EL - H A @g@f m@ B .
of all creation, and when at any time I J : e i - . e
withheld my destroying hand, I Sattered g - ﬁlf : e : .
mysell with a thought of my condescension 7 by £ 75 g g’ :
and human kindness. @m@f y@gjﬁ . ‘ -g-gﬁ @S S _

At the particular time I am going o .
write about, I was on a big grizalv-hunt F HARD water is going into the boilers of your
in a wild and unhunted part of the British power plant, into the dyehouse of your textile mill,

into the washroom of your laundry or the laundry de-

Columbian mountains. I had with me
one man, seven horses. and a pack of Aire-

dales traired to hunt bear, Wohad struck | partment of your hotel, hospital or other similar 1nsti-

2 grizzly-and-caribou paradise, and there o tutton, you are carrying an Unnecessary and easily
: had been considerabie killing, when. onc . avoidable operating expense. -

day, we came upon the trail ot Thor. the ' Refinite Water Softeners have proven this fact for

great beast that showed me how small in v
soul and inclination 2 man can be. [ was

zlone that morning, for I had leit camp an

users in all parts of the country. s
By their saving in fuel, in supplies, in equipment- re-’

hour ahead of niy man, who was two or ' newal, in time and in labor they have quickly written
three miles behind me with four of the : their costs from the books—and then kept right on’
horses and the Airedale pack. I went on, . adding to the profits. o : ;

watching for-a new camp-site, for the : -

thriil of 2 great desire possessad me—the - =y
desire to take the hife of this monster king B

of the mountains. It -wis in these mo-
ments that the unexpected happened. -1
came over 2 little rise, not expecting that

Nature’s Water Softeney

Uapreighe 1900 _Thy Rednlte Usmpany -
The Refinite Water Softener attaches to the cold water supply line.

my bear was with_in two or three miles of Occupies little space—requires no expert supervision, practically no R
me, when something that was very much attention—built in sizes to suit all needs—reasonable in price. )
like a low and sullen rum[?lc of fﬂ!:“"'“—n}r": . Rehnite softened water is ideal for beauty parloz, barber shop and
thunder stopped the blood in.my veins. for home uses. Fresh, clean, velvety soft, it is soothing to the skin, .
Ahead of me, on the edge of a little wal- - benehcial to the complexion, deiightful for the bath and shampeo.
low of mud. stood Thor. He had smelled We buitd al L:hmz-g%DA *\RVA'SEg SOFT%h;ERst{%T%RSh Livme.Sod
N : - fralk +i e build alao the nite Rapid Pressure Filter and the SBooth Lime-Soda <
me, and. I believe, it was the first tm'l_C_hC Watar Softenar Theﬂiuu‘er {8 desgnad capecially foc raikkoads, municipalities :
had ever smelled the scent of man. \«‘J:utmg and the larger ateam power and ceatrul heating plasts. . . b

for this new mvstery in the air, he had : Leat us give yau particulars about a Walar Saffensr for your use. : 2
_ . - - ) ' - . No obitgatian, Address our nearest office. . &

reared himself up untit the whele nine o

?'uct!pf him rested ({m kis haunches, and he _ e THE REFINHE CO., Refinite Bldg., Omaha, Neb.

sat like a trained dog, with his great fore- . . Refiaite Mineral Factory, Ardmore, S. . .

fU,Ct‘. heavy with mud, drooping il.l frg(it : Egquipment Aszembling Factory, Omaha, Neb.
of his chest, Fle was a monster in size,

awd his new June coat shone o golden CHICAGC Branch
Brown in the sun. HI‘: forearms were grfgig_%ﬁ“i‘ﬂ;’i’iﬁiszm"
almost as large as a man’s body. and the

largest three of his five knifelike claws
were five and o half inches long, He was
fut wmld sleek and powerful.  His upper
fangs. sharp as stilette-points, were as long
axoaomates thumb, soud between his great

Member
Associated Manufacturers of
Water Purilying Equipmen

SAN FRANCISCO,

NEW YORK, 115 Cadf Didz.

1116 Nat'l Assa, Bldg.

jrows he could have crushed the neck of o ATLANTA, MINNEAPOLIS,
curthow, 1 had never looked apon anv- 520 Hart Bidg. 1034 Plymouth 8ldz.
thing in fife quite so magniitcent. Yol did A Bidg. ST. LOUIS,

I live no thought of sparing that splendid SPOKANE g‘]‘gf’g Bostmen's Rani
[y .

Cie, Since that day, Lhave rested o camp 1615 (d Nat'l Bank Bldz.
sith me head pillowed on the arm of a.

|
|
|
|
‘
L
I
|
e werlzzly it weighed o thousand E
i
‘

cuonds, Eriendship aod love and ander-
aeding hoove sprung up between s, But,
coothat mement, m o desire was (o destroy

f oA ey :
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strictly fashion

H patented process of
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Sold at Leading stores - -
BursoN KEnrrrivg Coreany
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Laxative for Children
Mother] You can always depend upon
- genuine ‘California Syrup of Figs’', but
you must always say California or you
may get an ifmitation. Be careful!-

. Al children love the fruity taste of this
harmless laxative. Directions for babies
_and children -of all ages are on botile.
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! thie e that was so much greater than my
Jowmil My rifte was at my saddle-horn in
 its buckskin jacket. I fumbled it in get-
ging Into action, and in those pl‘ecious
moments Ther lowered  himsclf  slowly
saned ambled awav. 1 Ared twice. and
\\'r_)u!tl have staked myv dife that T had
missed both tmes,  Not unttd later did d
Jdiscover that one of my bullets had opened
a fuerow two inches deep and 2 foat fong in
the tesh of Thor's shoubder. Yet 1 died
“not woe him Ainch. e did not tus Dk,
but went his way.

Shame burns within me as 1 wriie of the
davs that followed; aned et with that
shame. there is o deep and abiding jov,
My regeneris
; Lon. Day and nighi, my oae thaugitt
Lwas to destroy the big grizzly. We never
| teft his trail. The dogs followed him like
' demons. Five times in the first week, we
{eame within long shooting-range, and
i fwice we hit him.  But still he did not
wait for us or attack us. He wanted to be
{let olone. In that week, he killed four of
! the dogs, and the others we tied up to save
ithem.

Then, at last, came that splendid day
when Thor, master of the mountains,
chowed me how contemptible was f—with
mv human shape and soul.

It was Sunday. I had climbed three or
four thousand fect up the side of a moun-
tain, and below me lay the wonder of the
valiey. On three sides spread out the
wonderful panorama of the Canadian
Rockics. soitened in the golden sunshine
of late June. And I, looking over all that
vastness, felt my own greatness thrust
upon me. For had not the Creator of
all things made this waonderland {or
med
There could be no denial. T was master
—master because I could think, because I
could reason, because I held the teins to
an unutterable power of destruction. And
then the vastness of time seized upon me
like a living thing. Yesterday,

my thoughts of to-day. Under a great
overhanging cliff, I had found a partof a
monster bone as heavy a3 jron—a suction
of a gigantic vertebra. Two vears befare,
1 had ipund part of the sheleton of apre-
histotic creature identical with this, and
from photographs which I took of it, the
scientific departments of the University

H

| peaks of the Rocky

tawa agreed that the bones were part of
the skeleton of o mammoth whale that
had swumi where the valleys apd
Alountains now disrupt

lonce

i the continent.

And on this Sunday, tooking down, I
thought of the monster bone I had found
yesterday in the dry shale and sand under
the ciiff. When the Three Wise Men saw
the star in the cast, that bone was as I had
found it. 1t was there when Christ was
horn, It was there, umroved and un-
ouched, before Rome was founded, belore
Troy died in the mists of the past, before
history, as we hnow history, began. It
was there 2 million years 3go, ten million.
fity, o hundred. And, thinking of this. 1
felt mysel{ growing gmalier and smailer;
my egoism died away, and 1 saw these
mountains obliterated, snd, under the biue
of a vast ocean, aad risiag out of that ocean,
1 saw other continents, peopled with other
people, moved by other refigions. healing

1 to the pulse of

other civilizations long dead.

Cwoudd Tre obliterited, to be

_other infinities.

) 3 thing
had happened which came strongly into

of Michigan and the government at Ot- -

1 heared the bear of waves below e s
grew the grass and the fowers in thev
And the droning miusic of  that wvatley
seemed to chauge inio the ow whisperigs
of countless teitiions of men anel wamen aned
fittle chikiren who had Hved aned died In
thase orher civilizations of the bost agmes:
anel that fancied whispoering ol dendd worlids
pold me a great truth-—that L Supremae
Arisiter of things had wite el over aib ihiose
riflions just as he wis pow woat hiing nuver
e, that L was but s pivifuiby sl e of
duet in the geeat scheme of Things, that m
coaism was criminal s pilepion., noouree
et upon myvsell by oy selt Al the =olt
aned droning whisprer ilse okl me tie fime
would vome when my own < elvilization”
followed by o
hadred. a thuusamd, or @ million others,
cach, i its turn, to lve and dic,

And it was then. on thut Sunday precious
to me, that 1 asked myscll an oid, old
question in @ Breal new way. “\What i3
God?”

And looking duwn into the valley and
up into the sky, understanding came Lo me.
God is thers, and there, and there. He is
the Infinite Power. Heis Life. Life began
infinities ago, and it will continue through
While we are squabbling
among ourselves with our little religions
and our little views, while we are preaching
the dampation of beliefs that are not ours,
while sects fight to convert sccts thatdo not
think as they. think, while our narrow-gage
minds travel in their narrow-gage paths,
that Infinite Power is watching and wait-
ing, as it has watched and waited from the

a-

beginning, and as it will watch and wait’

until the end. And I stared down into the
valley, green and glorious and. filled with
sunshine and peace, and that low-sung
whisper seemed to say, 1§ this is not God,
what 55 God?"”  And then, also, in a new
way, came something in my brain which
said to me, ©And who are you?”

I climbed higher up the mountain, I
felr my greatness gone. Kindly, something
had told me how pitiful 1 was. -1 was not
mighty. I was ne more in the ultimate of
things than a blade of grass. My egoism,
on that glorious Sunday, began to crurnble
in m¥ soul. And then, by chance, if vou
will have it so, came the climax of that day.

1 came to a sheer wall of rock that rose
hundreds of feet above me. Along this ran
1 narrow ledge, and followed it. The
passage became CTAgEY and difficult, and in
clunbing over a broken mass of rock, I
slipped and el I had brought a light
mountain-gun with me, and in trying to
recover myself, I swung it about with such
force that the stock struck 2 sharp-edge of
rock and broke clean off. But 1 had saved
myself from possible death, and was in a
frame of mind to congratulate muysell
rather than curse my luck. Fifty fect
farther on. I came to a pocket” in the
¢liff, where the ledge widened until, at this
particular place, it was tike a Rat table
twenty [eet square. Here L sat down, with
my back to the precipitous wall, and began
to cxamine my broken titie. :

1 laidl it beside me, useless.  Straight up
at my back rose the sheer face of the moun-
tain; in {ront of me, had 1 leaped from the
ledge, my body would have hurtled through
empty air for o thousand fect. In the val-
lev. 1 could sce the creck, like a ribbon ot
shimmering silver: two of three miles away

was a litile juke; on another mountain. !
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it ‘-'ﬂﬁﬁ“l‘-'i ol waler leapipe I have rend many stories of truth and -
\a o o . . - - .y 7 H
asing ilself In the Ilmp.{, 'm‘.‘ f‘.nth anel charity. Trom o htﬂ_c
Loy, my Tather tried o teach me what it

the lower tindwe, e
strange thoughl)

didd not took through ms
for I was no longer secking
as slirred, but net with

ety green of

Pppany mipules,
A {possessed e i
hunting-glasses,
game. My Blood w
the desire to Kill

And the, sude
tomy cars thad

fendy, there came sotnid
seemed to stop the heating
1 had net hesed it unlil it
proaching along the
narcuw eiEc
it was the click,
rattling on rock!
1 dlid not wove.
out from the ledge
monster beat!
With the swiftnes
mized him. It was Thor!
same instant,
In thirfy secon
in those thirty
through my mu

click, click of claws

A BECOME A ﬁXPERT
 CCOUNTANT

The Profession That Pays Big Incomes

ere hava thera been 60 Many splendl

secountants—men whos
ledge of Auditing.
Qrganizstion, Monage=
1 offar better op-

1 hardly breathed. And
1 had lollowed came 2

s of lightaing, I recog-

And, in that

12 preat beast saw me.

ds I lived a lifetime, and
seconds what passed

4 was o thousand times

ment end Finance.

Casiio polian ja!r November, 1020

woant to be nogentleman, and he fved
what he tricsd to teachn And from the days
of my amall buyhood, mother toid me
storivs of great and goixl e nd women,
aud, in the davs ol my nruhood, she fnith-
fully livess the great truth that, ot all pre-
vious Lhings, charity and love are the most
priveless. Yot had ] accepted it allin the
harrowest and littlest way.  Not until this
hour on the edge of the clil did I realize
low sm it can be the soul of a man burivd
in his egoistn—ot how splendid can he the
soul of 4 beast.

¥or Thor kiew me, That I know. 2318
Lnew me as the deadliest of all Ris enemies
on the iace of the earth. Yet until f die
wili I helieve that, in my helplessness, he
no longer hated me or wanted my life.
For slowly he came down upoa all fours
again, and, limping as he went, he contin-
od along the ledge—and lefi me o livg!

en word. - A great fear .
that fear, I saw -1 am mnot, in these days, sacrilegeous-

detail. Thor’s enough to think that the Supreme Power
d shoulders were froating picked my poor insignificant self irom
d scar where my  among two and o half bitlion other humans
h his. shoulder; especially to preach a sermon to, that glori-
in his fore leg, still  ous Sunday on ike mountainside. Possibly
where ancther of my it was il mere chance. It may be that, an-
d torn Likean explosion other day, Thor would have killed me in my
nt grizzly was no helplessness, It miay ali bave been a lucky
had first seen him  accident for-me. Personally, I do not be-
All that time, he had been licveit, for I have fourd that the soul of the
o was thinner; his eyes average beast is cleaner of hate and of
< dull and unkernpt malice than that of the average man. But
ngth.  But at whether one believes with me or.not does
han ten feet from me, he not matter, so far as the point 1 want to
v brother ¢f-the moun- make is concerned—that from this hour
As 1 sat stupidly, began the great change in me, which has
sobility of a rock in my fmally admitted me into the peace and joy
felt the overwhelming of universil brotherhood with Life. It
d happened. Thor matters little how a sermen or a great
the ledge, and, in truth comes to one; it is the result that
& trigmph, it was  counts.
ast, who was abowt 1 returned down the mountain, carrying

swilter than spok
rooted me, and yet, in
everything to th
massive head an
me. Isaw the long, nake
bullet had plowed th
1 saw another wouwl
ragged and painful,
soft-noséd bublets ba
of dynamite.

tonger fat and
ten days 2g0-
fghting for his life; h
were red; his coat wa
from lack of food
that aistance, less t
seemed still a might
tains themselves.

stunnesd to the imm
hour of doom, I

conviction of what ha
had followed me along
this hour of vengeance
1, arxl net the great be
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my broken gun with me. And everywhere

hat an eternity passed | I saw that things were different. The fat
And Thor, mighty in whistlers, big as woodchucks, were no
ed 2t me and did not longer 0 many targets, watching me cau-
this thing that he was looking tiously from the rock-tops; the gophers,
£ the rock, was the sunning themselves on their mounds,
« him; this was the meant morc to me now than a few hours
d hurt him, and it was so . ag0. 1 looked off to 2 distant slide on an-
h out with his paw  other mountain and made out the ha'l-
weak and wnite dozen sigep I had studied through my
What o pitiful, glasses caxlier in the day. But my desire
Where was its  to kill wasgone. 1 did not realize the ful-
\Where was its burning  ness of the change that was upon me then.
did it make no sound? in a dull sort of way, 1 accepted it as an
giant head began swing- eflect of shock, perhaps as o passing mo-
ide; then he advanced— ment of repentance and gratitude because
wd, in a slow, graceful  of my escape. 1 did not tell mvsell that [
himself to his full, mag- would never kill sheep again except when
e, it was the begin-  mutton T necessary to my camp-farc
d. And in that moment, 1 did not promise the whistlers long lives.
4 no pity for my- And vet the change was 011 i, nd grow-
ustice! 1 was ing stronger inmy bleod witn every breain
, who had destroved so 1 drew. The valievy was different, Its aic
found how helpless T was wis sweeter. 1ts low song of life andd run-
th my naked hands. ning waters and velvety winds whisoering
had robbed the earth  between the mountaing wis new inspiration
the hodies of n  tome. The grass was solter under my feet;
own life was to the Hlowers were mote beautiful; the carth
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