hrought hl-: eyes “back to: thexr 500thmg‘
- feast upon hers.’ “I can easily under-
stand why yau ﬁxpccted more,” he pur-
sued in a tone that he,.somehow, en-
joyed modulating -to suit her. own -
_ softness of speech. “When 1-was 2
bcy and first thought of studying art.
“it was all a golden glow : nothing was
o go wreng ; everyhand was a jeweled
helping one | every voice had the timbre
of heaven inviting me upward by in-
visible steps, but now”—he shrugged.
his shoulders—"cestiny bas a way of

putting-a harness on one and hitching

us fo burdens which we are to draw
over unexplored roads—whither? God
knows., Tt is for pur good, they say,
the strengthening of our spiritual bones,
sinews, and muscles; but 1 sometlmes
think we get through only with dead -
hearts in our breasts.”
“I'try to have more faith than that,
-Mr. Graham,” she said. “I am-afraid.-
Bohemians neglect their early faith in°
. worshiping art. *When I am~-homesick
. dnd-feel blue T go to the little church ™
_round on the avenue and. kneel down
there and pray as [ used to de at home;
:hen 2 ‘different feeling comes over mg
“and I come away Happier.”

“Do you really, Mrs. Innes? T sef=
. dom" gg to church now.: DIt used to-
.comfort’ me more than- anythmg elsc-,
but the habit was wiped off in the Latin™,
Qualter.
nO\V R -_'
!“Then you ought to beglqagqm -

. “Perhaps T shall. #  He- smiled sadly,
“WiHll you- bel:eve 1t if T.tell- you this " -

- litle - talk has already made-me. take
a—a more hopeful viey ahead? I feel™
a Tittle “more fike tuggmg at t my bur—

I should feel queer in a pew M

other toﬂer, f
-yotng one—-

~Ie broke off,: for\she had cast her,
eyes down; at hcr plate and- it was as.
if she had. suddcnly realizéd that-they
had both. beén: disregarding the admo-
nmon of dnscret:on in. tacitly, adm:ttmg
0 much to each ather;

“I hope ¥ bave not: oﬁeﬁded yoti, my -

dear Mrs. Innes, he started- anew. © “I
really———"

“No, you. have not oﬁ'ended e “at
all,” she assured him gently.
‘Graham felt a sirange elation in
pro‘clmxty ta her. - For the fird
since. he' had ‘been brought o see ‘the ,
wreek. of his life, he felt himself fréed
from bondage to the 'woman who had
wrought. fiis ‘downiall.' “The-scales had
dropped. conipletely {rom his éyes.. He
._félt like laughing out” as the idea struck
hn'n that: his” wife” had met her mate-
in the shallow,. flippant Innes._ They
were” speakmg French and how -and
then a risqué bit of’slang came across -
‘the : table. . Graham <aught the cari:

--ously: studious. look of- his wife -once... %
vor twice,"but he d:d not! dream’ that_' '

i was becausc ofa

- eyes i

was®” heard 1
the room. ,The wa;ters were expostula
“ting mildly. withsme intruder,
“It is Mr,; “Gordon, ‘cried . Trma,
alarm.- “ Heard’ hu'ri call my naroe.!
Then -old’ Gordon’ mzmaged to gtudc',
* the grasp of thé jwalters-and: came inter

- the! room, his eyes- glarmg msanely as

he Iooked .over- the. fages ‘at the: table..
Hm -abstract. ‘gaze’ ‘became concrete as‘
1t stcached 1tself én Irma's face.

D

JAMBS-
GLIVER -
CURWOED.

In.which the celebrated Captain Plum, Seeker of Lost Sh:ps ﬁgures
m an excztmg advenfure of peril and love on the Great Lakes

-

APTAIN PLUM came

il down Vint Street. Abgut
-and behind him followed

'3 rabble of smaill boys,
awed and . silent. —Still"

’ bchmd them, miassed’ about the Féderal’

Building, was that lieterogeneous crdwd
which is ‘always- made-up of the idly..
curious. The.crowd had made way for
Captain Plum. .

At hig full six feet he swung down

- between . two human seas, looking .'ﬂCh-‘
ther to the right nor to the left, but -

straight ahead to where he fancied he’

could ses the smoke of his ship’ curl-:
Jing up to the sky.:

One armless ‘sleeve .
fluttered. out’ behind. him; .clouds’ of

smoke from’ 2. blackened  brier rose

: face was .
Hif chilling si--

his strong, thi

. . '
above him;
as immobile as a stone.
.lence and the lack of friendliness in his
eyes hushed voices that would have of-+

fered., him . ¢ongratulations.  Young
women, admiring, gazed at him won-
deringly; boys, filled with the enthusi-
astic romance of youtl, crowded-as
close to him as-they dared.

Captain Plum had been acqtutted
Almost before the crowd had broken,
reporters were hurrying the news to.a
score” of papers, in the city and out;:
for this was the climax of one of the
most picturesque: trials- that had ever
, come within the jurisdiction of a o=
" ernment ‘court, - The accusation agdingt
Captain Plom’ had not, in itself, been
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stanlmg . An attempt had Been - mad
to convict him of smugglmg Chmesc
into theUnited States, and of being an
agent of the Canadian Underground,
Railway, The attempt had failed, but

it had made. Captain Plum famous.
- The papers cf fake cities had awakened-

to the possibilities of His™tMusual in-
dividual, and in one way or another
they had uncovered the most striking
parts.of his history. These accounts

- disclosed Captain Plum as an adven-
_turer of a most picturesque kind. - One
“editor,

in 2 column apalysis of the
man, stated boldly that a
a half back he -would have been a
pirate or the captain of a vessel under
letters of marque, .

He had lost an arm in-the war with
Spain; government records  showed
that. A little later he had suffered’
trial with the crew of a Sauth - Pacific

pearl-poacher, and had, escaped by the -
© use of his wits;

He had sought treas-
ure in the gold-felds ¢f Alaska, and
then had come to the Lakes.

His occupation, he said,

" Northland, .with her
and had sold his
knowledge . to underwriters. for the
price of his tramp; he had located -
another long-lost fortune - in the red
metal, but at sniall profit to hzmself

) —-l_he was pow on- the trail of a ship
U with a million. aboard_ ~He-had . nevel'

smuggled- Chinamen; “he’ had - never.
smuggled -opinim ;- he’ had . never done

T WTONE 30 her swore, ‘and  the ]ury
""brought a verdict which. showed" that
'no man could prove to the contt‘ary

" So now he passed dewn Vint Street.

“puffing out odorons, clouds.of° smolee, -

“his - empty sleeve: ﬂappmg vmdlctwely,

; raged at the: populace.
had ‘scrutinized him as 4 curms:ty B‘.‘(t-~
this last—this “assembling 0f 2 ‘great
crowit-which stood, aside and, let him'
pass through as’ though he were an'”

century and

When
- brought - to triat he was the captain -
©of a tramp,
- was secking for lost ships:
 discovered  the.
“treasure in copper,

He had.”

e 's"r—‘:' %? 7

glad that he: was free but he wal en-
For days* i

ammal or a murderer—brought even

his good humor to-the breaking-point..

He felt like kicking every man in the ©
Invotuntarily he.clenched his,
what .7

street.
one harmd - and wag imaginiog
pleasure it wonld gwe him. to- use it
upon some of the people behind - him,

when ‘a timid little fist"gripped the"'.__
thumb of it from below: Captain Plum =~

locked down. . He - encountered the

pinched,  hungry-looking face. of a

small urchin gazing up.into his awrn.
“I'm—1I' awful glad they let jou

go, mister,” he pantcd as he tmtted'

-alongside, -

-There was honest. reverence in his =

blg eyes, which glowed .with unusual
brightness in a-~pallid-face; and Cap-
tain Plum stopped He iorgot his an=

ger; * Here . was- teal frxcndshlp,vreal"-

sympathy. .Je saw the ragged. pov-

erty of the boy and the hungerin his”
eyes, and he shoved his hand.into his
.pocket.
cdrew out,
‘thrust it down into- the youngster's

It was a dollar hill that he
He- was not rich, but he

fingers, and whcn he strode onward, his

head thrown-upy his’ shoulders “back,
. and smoke clands trdxlmg bebmd thiere.

- Was a: soiter !ook in chigs face
Aboard the -Loon: preparahons had
“beed made’ for Caplmn Phim’s ‘arrival.
For:'seven.. wceks the Loox had ~lain
stlent and smokcless at’ her moormg

e

. © be under sal

- made an-ass -of me.

pily' W1th1 a fc'w hours hc: would
unfath-
omed, and ‘unsailed stretch of thé big
North Lake mearly a. thousand miles
away, where he was sure.that a treas-
ure lay.

.. He forgot his grudge, he forgot the
score of youngsters still trailing at his
heets, and he waved his pipe arm high
above his head when he saw Griggs,

“his mate, greeting- him from the stern
-of the antiquated Loen.

The crew—
Wallace and the cock’s husband—stood
beside Griggs, grinning -broadly and
happily, and the coold herself, her ruddy
face-shining with good cheer met him
at the gangway.

“Thank th’

Lord, cap'n 1" she

wheezed devoutly, for the good cook’

" spoke at all-times-as though ‘she lived
in a constant struggle for breath. © “We
was so sure they'd let you go that I'm
making a feast in-ihe galley. We ain't
forgot your birthday, which.was day.
before yesterday, and we're goin’ to
celebrate to-night. I-got a goose, 0’
plum puddm ,'n ) :
“f smell ’em?!” laughed 'the captam,
sniffing the air, -
He sheok her -fat hand and - almaost

‘embraced- the three members of the

crew who gathered about- him. -
“We'll have it oufstdé’ of this’ d:rty

. fool-fiilled harbor,” he satd; notxmng the’

serowd of . curious, Hdlers congregating
on the whatf, beside his ship: - “Fook
at’em, Griggs)” be growled . “They've
followed me.like-a pack of yellow curs!

I wish"-~his eyes blaZed angrily as.he -

_ turned toward the whar{-—*T wish I had
" those newspaper, men———h.gre! They've
“Your nottced as 1
came’ down that: I'm” a'-sort of smalt-

- héro. - Soldier, pirate, pe;lrl-

 with the Loon pound- -
.ing her way toward ‘7 ‘wild,
- Griggs,*murder.

“his erew had not;

gold-secker; :"tfea"sure-hﬁn er

*poacher,
Damn!”

He turned toward hls cabin.

“If anybody 1ttt.mptq to come aboard
'em with a capstaf-,
bar. And let's get under way-—quick!”
- His good humer returned to him as :
he entered the cabin.  What he saw
thcre aroused the blg, happy. soul "of |
him, and he langhed alond with pleas-
ure, His crew loved him, and every- -
where about were signs of it. They!
‘had revarnished his roorn, There was -
a mew rug upon the floor; new, spot-
lessly. white curtaing were hanging at
the windows; and there was an open
pox of cigars upon the table, :

He contemplated these things for a

.moment, and then thrust his head out

of the door and roared his thanks to-
Griggs and the others. This was home.
"He threw off his coat, lighted a cigar,
and paced back and forth, For sev-
eral days past, during the final stage
of bis .trial, the desire in him to re- -
gain his freedom that he might tesume,
the study of a certain chart locked up
in his cabin-chest had becgme almost
feverish. g

In the wretchedhess ofiy
he had forgotten his birthday, But
and now that they
had reminded him of it he wondered
how old he was. Unless-he went baclk

_.to-a ceffain milestone in his career he’

was never sure of himself. He wagi
rather proud of the fact that“he had
spent two years in college. He was.in
his - twenty-second year when'he gave
up school for service in Cuba. In-
facetious moments he dubbed that pars
ticular ‘year.“Anno Christopher Pium
It markéd the beginning of
hnsto:-y

hose days I



timate.

w onc. ‘By themmc ‘he Had ﬁmshed som

.- one knocked at” his doar;. and Gnggs;

" stuek in his head. - —

;board sir,” he began.

“Murder "im!” snapped the captam,,

ssmiling.

- “But it ain’t an ’im sir,"
“I's a lady!”

“A woman! For the love ¢’
Captain Plum stared at his ofhcer.

urged the

7

: He, Jacked words and stood. glaring..
"¥e knew no woeman who for any pos-

sible reason would come aboard the
1 oon. ) ' ' -

“She’s prelty—-—and' perlite,”
" the mate,. “and ’?

He jumped as tlmugh he had been )
A‘swcet votce be-. -
Chind - him had asked his parden, a-

shot in the back.

small hand had .pushed him  gently
aside, and Captain Plum, veteran and

L was exceedingly so.

. thie moment with evident fright. -

.- stammered, “I wuuld have remained

- on deck—T wouldn't have mtruded—zf‘_-
there weren't so many péaple.’ down

there, and all walehmg me! Oh dear

" _I m afrgid

soothed -

rccoverxﬂg himsel
_a chair?-
“There's somebody ‘wants to come

-He dreéw @ new} cus]noned‘
rocker ta her, and: sms}cd in-the ‘broad, -
honest way that made men - conﬁde in-
him; and would have made- women love

‘im had he mmg!ed among ther. -

The girl smiled back.at him as, she'_-—
seated herself. It4vas a sweet, apolo-

. getic smile, and pzwi'ecl the way straight

into Captain Plum’s confidence.” It'also
made: him il at ease. Once he ,had.

- sought the coripanionship of women; as,

other men: seck it; but the logs ‘of “an -
arm had changed all that. - He thought
of. his misfortune now; and” rcgrettcd

that he had taken off Lis coat Ok

“I'm in trouble,” said the girt scfg[y.
“And you can lelp me if you will”
Her dark. eyes pleaded with him "as
she: lookcd up into "his. face. | “I. want

“ta- hire JahiF ‘hoat. for to- :ugbt P
adventurer, stood with 2 cold sweat on
his brow, facerto face with his visitor.”
Griggs had proclaimed her pretty. She
She had pushed:
- up a veil, revealing a pair of dark eyes’
. which looked timidly and anxiously at
“Captain Plum, and 2 face overcome for’

She-a mxc:pated his surpmse, antd hefd

out x card.

LT am Miss Genevmve Redmond (f
Plegsure. . Cove,™ . she added qmckly

C“My father i§ Captam Redmond, ' of:

the. Christy “Fléer.” -1 had arranged for

“artug; but Tihave been d!sappomted 1
: ._'thought——perhaps-—m—-
HI—J—beg a thousand patdons!” 'she .-

She' stopped. A daskof” “crimson’

"_colorcd ‘her phccks, “butshe,, laughed

squarely in: Captam Plum s face, openly

Captain Plum’s face relaxed and ?1""&

“flush. came_into  his cheeks,. paled by

‘the weeks of his enforced -vacqhon
“ashore,

B

“My business was so lmportant that}:'-
I didnt think of what they might, say. .
‘when 1 came aboard,” hurried the gtrl‘ S
‘net | waiting for hlm fo speak s

: ,thrce—htmdred ton barge
rather.an rexpensive fhmg to- hir

M Ye got-ay hun !rcd dol]ars.

y L CYIf you will et me,
~.oring.

* your an_especidlly. clieap ‘rate,
we don’t carry passengers, havent cven )

w*mgm"g g«f T
rM«

..nn ‘?

ptam ‘Plumy’
0 i§ . now. marconed i Waﬂacct‘oﬁvrt
thout*a: “Hope: of getting to this side®.
by rail’ fora day-and-a halfl. And the
horror- of it 13———:=hc s due to be married

- -at’ . my: home- ta—morrow mormng at’

Seven oelock !’
Captain Plum bawed thh a gailant

-sweéep of his'empty steeve.

“Pm .at your- service, Miss Red-

mond!” -

poor, dear little thing* mate tﬁmcd away

"S!1e5 s good ‘ol
cul and will makc thmgs p[easant for

‘A few mmutcs later, as \1155 Red‘
thond was’ fSHowing the cook through
the deor, she patsed for a moment and
‘held out.her hand to the captain. =

“It's " impossible “for- me to tell you.’
-how miuch I thank you,” she said, her:
eyes glowing upon him’ softly. “But
I can't let you dolt for that! You

He. fell 1o ﬁgurmg upon. the back Oi - must take it all—the hundred. dolfars

an envelope and the girl watched him -
in sﬂencc, Suddenly helocked up.
“Are you going?” he asked.

I

she rcplled col—

“Then on account of the pleasure [

. sball ‘find i your presence at.my birth- -

day ‘spread | to-mght I'ni"going’ to' make,.

gota license. -F'm a~-let's. see————-—" He.
pulled -a newspaper out- of his- coat-
pcckct SThis, is the . [atest " he
.- laughed, pomtmg to ‘a. row oiﬂt‘:wcf—
column hca.d—lmes.s ‘Scel—lm ar 5ol
. dier, pearl- poacher, gold-sceker treas-
ure—huntcr_and 8 p:ratc 1f I'd had ther
chanceI“Lord but your're brave Miss:

fdo you !-\now but

LYo see'

That was what T was geing to pay th
trge

_ Suddenly shc caught herself I
"breath came 'in two- or three’ qulck,
frlghtened little gasps,-and without &n-;

' other ‘word she hastened after \‘Irs

- Tompkins. For a few moments Cap
tain Plum -stood. as if "transfixed. H
"watehed the, slender figure of the giri'

as-she half ram’ across the detk."~At
thc— galley she turned and smiled at him,
. and “waved her hand and whm she
" had dl'iappcart_d theirtias ttg

- closed the door of his ca

supreme perplexity in his face. :
"A himdred. dollars—for a tug! It
.sounded .suspicious. - -And- more—the.
", tug-captain had evidently backed out.
even at:that pricel’ ‘The suddennesg

. of the- ihcicﬂmt hnd astonished him H Iiu

mote. perplexcd he became. . Vaa.
poss:ble that he ba.d Immch;:d h:msel

had .nat occurréd to him- -until the fir
had let SI[p the pnce she- was to hav
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" came Gp, “did you ever hear of Cap-

P TR TR N E Y R ey

= {ain Redmond, of the Christy Line}”
- -~ Griggs scratched his head, and
3 " thought deeply.
“Never did, sir,” he said; after a
minute. ’

Griggs was born of the Lake breed,

g and his reply was not reassuring. The

~ captain gave him the course for Wal-
é‘“ ~ lacetown, Ior half an hour thereaiter
?’ he sat in his newly cushioned chair,
8. smoking furiously as . was his habit, .
’g and thinking as hard as he smoked, It
:f stritck him that tie had only -escaped
§ “from one very embarrassing situation,

e

" in which his liberty and property had
been imperiled, to-enmesh himseli in
" another. So far as he could see it
was simply a hop from the frying-pan
inte the fire;. for the distress he be-
gan to experience in his present di-
lemma promised to be as poignant, if
-not as enduring, -as. that of the one
which had preceded it. If the girl were
innocent he would mortally offend her
by hinting his suspicion; i{ she were

LA discover that fact? He asked himself
this with considerable emphasis.

~ After a little he came to the conclu-
"sion that he ceould at feast casually
question her abouf the tug-money} and
with this in view he went out upon
tle deck, and. tnade his"way o the
galley.

\What“happened there Captam «Plum

T e torily explain to himself. He found
-+ the girl with her hat off and her sieeves
tucked up, peeling potatoes. For half

. an’ hour he stood in the doorway of

.Tthe kitchen, with the heat from the

' “Tig range surging into his face, but he

-, did not speak of the tug-money. When .
=he walked away he was in a whirl of *
mental excitement, and he went amid- -

not innocent how the devil would he-

‘could never afterward quite satisface .

v

“lake blew strong sgainst him,

ships, where. the cool brl:eie of t'he"opg:n :

For a long time he-had steeled }um-" L

-self agamst the natural }enrnmg of .

men for the companionship of women:

His empty sleeve had never during -
that time allowed him to forget what

he considered this necessary strmggle
with lmn’sel\f But during the brief in-

terval in the galley Caplam Red-
mond’s girl had stirred "a revolution
within him., There were a dozen
things about Dher that had gene

- strzight to his hearB; he acknowledged -

the fact half alond, and in the next
breath he called himself a fool. ~ EHe’
strode up and down, and tried .to
stiaighten out rhatters, satisfactorily
with himself. But he failed. He de-
cided to investigate no further. If the
girl was in adventuress he did not
care to khow it; he would. bring the
passenger across even though he toolk

a risk in doing so; he would land the—_.

two safely on the American side; and
.then, even that night, he would head
the Loon up into the North, where his
treasuré-ship lay,

He went into the cabin and un[ocketlf‘

his chest, It was filled mostly with
books and charts, and from among the

latter he chose ome and spread it out’
e had worked upory

upon ‘the table.
this chart for months, Its margin was
filled with columns and ‘masses of fig-
ures. . He had gone over these again
and again; most of them he bore in

his memory; put this afternoon he

studied them anew. . He was still work-

ing when a timid knoek came at the
door, and when he looked up he saw-

Miss Redmond standing there. )
“May I_come in?" she. askéd.. 4

QI bills upon the: charr

Not waiting for him to reply she hur-’
ried to:the table and dropped k5 rollr

ity

The ﬂush of ‘an hour before had left
the girl's fa@e ‘thefe were a tengeness
abaut her mouth and an earnestness in
her. eyes whick betrayed determmatxon.

7 In sHence.the captain: leoked up at-her. .
.. He. shoved the money »to the edge: of '~

" the- -table ;- the girl. returned it to the

¢+ in. their steadmess. But there came
- suddenly a httlc quiver of her mouth,’
" and the master of the.Loon pushed. the
.- bills back agam, and dropped -the end,
of his pencil- upon -the center of his
treasure-key. .

: saxd “softly.- “Here Manitoulin :
Tsland-—this: red lme—-—see? Apd this .
bay right-across is ‘on the Cafada shore.
Many: yesirs ago a “ship startéd, down:
- from, @ht: big - north ‘mines by this way,

.ayeéar Ive'heen on her trail.. [ know.
'“the- last. point, at. whith she’ was"seen
I knqw where shc would “have. been

seen. next had shelived; I've followed .

her foot by foot,: and T know' wlthm‘ - wretchedness | went slowly out; of her
. the twentieth' of 2 _degree aof where she . eyes, and they giowed soft]y 3“d “‘3“1“
cfore, autumn,’ : :

lies) -+ 1. will - ﬁnd ‘her
" and ‘she’s got-Yalf a m’lhon in; Aopper.
aboard I don't;want ikss money, Miss
 Redrmond ! P
' He. o{fe;cd Thes the bills,

smiling,'

i and tier hreath came qmck!y' in

- thart,. Her éyes were almost aggressive -

~ citement of his discovery.

“Loook: at, this; - Miss Rcdmond » he

am;{ she was never heard of again.. ¥or '

;7 anxious™ eyes from, .the man’s face..

'_wsth the star—lamps ‘of passmg ‘ship
«-Fdent, but: ghe backed from him a step, -

ful, plcadmg cry. -

“Please take me bdck please Cap~
“tain Plam! 1 don't want to go to ' Wal-
facetowez! I—och, dear *

The voice of Tompkins, the cock's’
husband, sounded from without.
" “Supper is ready, sirl”

For an instant the captain tirped:
away, his heart thumping with the ex- -
He was con~
vinced ; the adventuress, had con_wctegi-
herself,  When he faced, Miss Red-
mond again there was no anger in bi
face. - He was greatly relieved, and
" greatly disappointed, The girl. hac
. helped him out of his dilemma, but nov
he knew what.she was. Something of:
what he fe]t found its way mtc: !115.
“voice, B

“We'll go back Miss Kedmond!”

Mechamcally the girl Teached ont and
“took the money; _without droppmg heb

- “I» wish you. would keep some of Ait’ N
—for your trouble,”’ slie sajd... Thé

G

Afully.at him.~ 7 .

:“No, nothing " 7" i
“He led her out upon the deck Dar :ghi ‘3;1‘
ness had fal!e:z and the lake. twmkled ; ’5

Mﬂes‘behmd 1hcy could see the‘ glo‘.;.*



So he pansed and pointed to the light
in the sky which marked the distant city.

“Back there they held me in jail for
seven weeks,” he murmured, bending so
near that he felt a tress of her hair
blowing agross his face. “They ac-
cused me of smuggling Chinamen, but
I proved that they were wrong, They
are watching me now, and if they ever
caught me with anything abbard—a_uy-

couldn’t save me!”
He could feel the girl’s hand tremble
as it sought his arm again. She let
it rest there until they reached the mess-
room door, and the-touch of it thrilled
him with pleasure, even though he knew
it to be the hand ol a woman turned
against the law. And later that night,
when the Loon felt her-way cautiously
back into harbor, and the girl stood be-
side him for the last five minutes,there
welled up a feeling within him now
“and then which made him know .that
“her going woultl cause him pain. It
seemed to him that he had known her
for weeks instead of hiours, and at one
of these times he almost brought him-
“self to the point of telling her that he
would -miss her when she was gone.
But he knew that she would laugh at
Lim afterward so he fought back the
‘desire,
we At the last momcnt Whul he Lad led
her over the gang-plank, the girl turned
and held out her hand to him.
startled by the look in her-face. The
flush of excitement had ebbed. from her
cheeks and her eyes glowed ‘with a
: strange fire.
round the soft mouth; and i every hine

- a white terror that held him for 2 mo-
‘ment transfixed.

It flashed upon him th?at ?e would: fike
to tell her how thankful he was,- too.

thing, mind. you—FHeaven and éarth .

‘He was

Tense lines had gathered. .
of her Leautiful face Captain Plum saw -

Jdo! We'll go to Wallacetown!”

T'm’so glad—sq. glad"‘ she wlus

pered brokenly,. “Oh, 1 am wicked,
wicked, but I haven't done wrong. to’
youl”

Her throat trembled with a scb which .
she tried to hold back, but Nathaniet
Plum saw the guiver of it,” saw the
despair in her sweet face, and his heart
leaped out to her with all its throbbing.
Jove, anid catching her extended hand in
both his own he bowed his head close
down to hers and sajd softly:

This trip to \V&Ilaceiown—mwans
much-—to you "

He caught her guick, hot, up-turned
breath, R B

Tt means everything!”

He felt her little fifigers tighten con-
vulsively about his own, and their pres-
sure sent a swilt, thrilling joy, through
his bload.

“Tt means more than—more #an—

life—or death—to me!” she pdnted, and’
he felt the muscies of ber arm tighten

~as she sought to pull away her hand.

“What does it mean?” he insisted.

“It means that I was wicked enough~"

to—to think of saving-my honor by
sacrificing yours!” ’she cried, freeing
herself and hesitating for a moment,
death-white, before him. “It is a mat-
ter of honor—of disgrace—of

She turned, 'and the sob. burst from
her throat, but in a single stride Captain
Plum had overtaken her and caught her
by the arm. As if she had been but a
child He whirled her about and led ber
quickly over the gang-plank. -His laugh
rose. clegr and exhilafating. He was
smiling when her frightened face stared
up into his own.

Tf it’s a2 matter of houor ™ he said,
“a matter of your honor against. mine;
why—1I guess thepe’s just one thing to’

)
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"%llacetown -and thhout further:ex

< Miss' Redmond. ’ iR

As-the daor claded behind them the*
"two‘f_aced_ each:othér. . Miss Radiond =
“was- a5 -white s the sprig of hyacinth
that trembléd upon her bosom and her .
small gloved- hands clenc]xed them-.

selves fiercely. as. Eor &, moment her .

- Plum in Lmﬂmch:ng' chailenge A'fush -
.. had. come iato” C'lptznn Plum’s " pale
cheeks, strangely in contrast with, his”
companion’s terrified | ‘paltor, °,., There -
were the loyalty and; hcmesty that made -,
people love him in the warm laughter
L ‘of lns eyes -as, hé srmled down upon

; ':— The - gu‘l’s L(ps qulvered -she caught
i her breath im-two or threg quick Little
", s0bs, dnd: qu?am ‘Plum knew that “she’
" was strugglm - bravely. to . keep back”
the tears. ‘507 ke turned Laway: frg_m
¢ her and began loading his: pipe  at the

':_‘;.. and hc was start]ed by the. tremor m'—

~ 7 his. cwn vulcc._
o tell me—= s
He! heard the airl coine. closc beside
- hlm and fe!tlthc touch: of -hér

"Q,nly—wI w:sh you’d

atled: it to *hifri;id Tget ‘under way :"fc.!.lt_' E

J];matlon entercd hls !ltt[e cabm w:th_

g]owmg eyes mst those of Captam'_

| ‘Redmond "

' “know: Tyou. will,
'hreathcd ‘50 close that he feit the warny;

to.ybu because T thought-you wereth
“—thaf . Find of a man, but: Becanse
knew Jou - were brawe!
Call about you,; and I.saw you to—da.‘
hand on. when you gave some, money tala htti

R et
¥ i &
L oL

You wan't fie to me any morc?" :
‘ “Nin- never!"” - -
“We're gomg to
for " . 2 Ca
“He paused quesnonmgly The ‘gir]
- catight_her breath, atrugglmg hard 't
speak and as Caphm Plum’s . g’reat
- gentle .smile .came intd his_face. -aga
" she looked straight -into his eycs_ and
said, _so.goftly that he barely heard_
A distle hox”
A ikle box” ‘ :
He . repeated the words “and psckc-_
up - Lis: pipe. - Thcn e tureed . skowl
toward -the door. . :"-
- *Make yourself comfortah!c ans——-
He spoke her name: hdlt
o ingly, still srmlmg, and" put an.his. hat:
In an-instant she was at his side, ‘clasp
dng- his ane arm in the- excited gri
of her two little-hands, hér: beautifi
gyes: shining up at him ingg pleadingy
glory that set his heart thaf@ibing in.a’
- way that was stgange and new to him;,’
“I have lied to you, but when you
forgive, me!" “sh

Wal[‘acctm_{p

touch of ket breath. I did not’

I. haverrea

iy
it
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hand, Tor 2 moment “the’ girl ‘too

. in botk her own, and in her-eyes there -

shone. the sweet softness of a light of
which lie had dreamed,. but which he

~hadl never dared hope to see.”

“You will forgive me. when you
know,” she said again. “Shall I—tell
you?” '

Her lips quivered, and her fingers
tightened around the big hand she still

Cbeld. - The pressure thrilled Captain

Plum, It had been ages simcg he had
. known that gentle clasp of a weoman's
hand, and he straightened himseld,-and
his head rose high above her, and he
knew that whatever this girl might be
Tie would love her until the erd of time
for the sweetness that she bad: given
fo him. '

“No, you need not tell me!” he cried,
and his voice rang strong with' the
thrilling joy that ‘was in him, ._“And
if you have done wrong, or are doing
wrong, I forgive you—now "

He opened the door and went out

" into the night, his head throbbing, his

face burning, the blood leaping through

-his veins In 2 joyous excitement. The

Loon was under—way and the lights
were already falling behind.
served by Griggs he went forward and

leaned over the bow, with his eyes.

turned across the iake.

His fc'u's of an hour or two before
were gone. - He was ﬁghtmg now, not
for himself, but for the little girl in

* tlie cabin, and the muscles of his ane.
arm.-were tense with his  desire for
To-night, for just one night,

action.

the girl® belonged to him. She had

‘given "herself into - his keeping, and-

more than that, her honor, For-he be-
lieved aill that she had -said, as he
might have believed the words of an

-“- angel, and he gucssed at those things
e which she had not- said.

Perhaps hc-.

‘tenseness of her face.

Unch-:

" i rently than
. ather 1 men “would have réasoned and--
" thought. - But hie ‘was different from -
other men, and chiefly because of his’
missing arm. A woman had come into
his life.  She had-brought to him *

beauty and genfleness: and confidence,

and 'she had looked into his eyeshm
a way that no other woman in the -
world had ever loaked—smce the day-
be lost his army.

Perhaps hé was.a fool. Vagﬂel)'
th'at idea came to him again.  But it
gquickly vanished hefore other visions,
and when he returied te his. cabin it
was with the feeling that for a bifef
time he had come into; that heritage
which™ is the' happiness “of all man-
kind. )

The girl sat in his rocking-chair, She
had taken off her hat, and it lay upen
the table. A bit of ccler.had returned
into her cheeks, and zs Captain Pluam.
came in she looked at him eagerly and.
a2 little anxionms -smile softgned the

trustinl, inquiring, pleading smile, as
spontaneous as the hanest warmtl’
which, gleamed back at her fvoem Cap-
tain ‘Plum’s eyes, and for a full half-
dozen breaths they looked in this way

withgut “speech, and each moment
- added ‘to the strength of the growing

“faith between them. - There was some-

-thing. sweetly depend_ent in the little _
figure that had taken possessiomr.of the ™~
‘big rocking-¢hair, and’ as Miss -Red- -

mond’ still-smiled up at him- in’the...
timid assurance of his, fnendshlp -Cap-
'tain Plum strode: quickly to her- side

and, held out his big browﬂ hand.

“T believé that I’ wronged .you,

Miss Redmond,” he . said frankly N

“And 1 wapt to ask your pardon. E

ook you for a——a—well at was'a sind L

W;Ei you~——

»

It was a balf- ..

gzlllked-as lte had A

rupted gcntly,, catchmg the pathetu: .

quiver. of - her’ throat - agam. . “Some-

o tinés - the friend Who. lies is" the only -

 he - added draw-
-itig a .chair near to her
_such - friends” as. that, and 1 love them,

friend, who -is- true,”
“P’ve known

And as for bemg wicked, - well, God
dxdnt make the laws. of men; and He
didn’t niean-that g° half ‘of. them. ever:
-should be. made‘ "I don't: believe. you
.are, breaking 2 God law, and that is
the only sinl* - -

.She . sfared’ wide- eyed at. in? as if
* he-had-found for her a:new -Co

ment. .
“For scven weeks I was in Jad back

therc bccausc I lwed up.to the Golden -

"Ruie;” he per31stecl “¥ did for'a friend
what that friend’ ‘would have. done for -

me, and De is happier- and.I' am" hap--
“'pier beeausé-it aff- bappened, and I
-beiieve the good: Lord ' is mighty well

" toa.” And you e gomg to, do. .

fie that- Capt n Plum
r- bcfore taLlced
The gir te “with her

her.. eye‘; upon ‘hxm softly,. 11er -Lips
" parted. and her’ cheeks ﬁushed as; sh
L Iustened to- what' {

f'orgottenf‘ S"We, must:
. 1o bow,”. she cried.”

mand-. -

2. lines of tortwre’and: fear.
C'stant he was on big feet.

barredgrom ‘all of his kind, a.nd a nust
came injo the girl's eyes as she’ ]lstenccl
“and--her bosom . rose and. fell with -

“quick-breathing " sympathy which Cap®
“tain Plum .did not see. Suddenly he
stopped, and looking at his wateh, he

said: 7 - -

“We are very near to Wallacetown
The-gir} had. not “spoken, Steadﬂy
.she gazed at him- still, and there- was’
somcthmg 50 glorxously pure and cleg
in her eyes that Captam Plumsr
drapped before them. .
“We ‘are very near to - Wallace- -

-town,” he repeated. “What are - wer

gomg—»—to-——do P

. A low ery- brought lus gaze bacl
t6 fer: She had-drawn -hersetf erec
“and in her face.he saw again the o
In an+in

. “Came; Miss- Genevieve,” he. whi
pered “taking her gently by . the arm

. “Tell me, where am [ to find the box.?'

And we- must sigmal to gm in som

“They—they—-—wzl! br]n%ﬁt-ﬁ'.

- way?" o

Captam Pium was startled by thc
change that came suddenly: over the
girl. She sprang to her feet and st0
hefore hlm qmvermg, her eycs _ﬂ

“They will .be. Peai
ing for.us.a mile outstde of the ha
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Gribgs"’ he called.
‘ take something aboard!” :
© A lantern was burning low forward
and Captain Plum took it in his hand.

Oy MR T T L

a

i “We're withia a mile of the harbor
:{_ " now, Miss Genevieve. Iiere goes!”
f‘{ e leaned over the bow, but the girl
%‘ . clutched at hizs one arm fiercely.

B “Not you!" she panted. “Not you,
Fﬁ' Captain len‘! I must wave the light
5 —I must: !

s

Ile leancd far over, langling back
into her face, and the light swung back
and forth. She strove to pull it in,
and in the strugele one of her arms
slipped about his shoulder, and for an
3 instant the sweet pressure of her hcad
' rested against his breast. )

“Please!” sher sobbed,  “Please!”

Then, as the lantern continued to
swing, she was still for a moment, her
arm still around his shoulder, her head
: touching his breast, ITalf a dozen
g quick, throbbing heartbeats and the

arm fell from him, the girl drew her

head back, and from an eighth of a
~mile out in the might there came an

answering flash. o

AT

“They see us?” he said, and his voice
sounded strangé to him.
He called back to Griggs,

and the

" Five minutes later a dark object came
510\;1y up out of the gloom: and ran
_ alongside. It was a small boat, and
_from it a heavy volce called. up. -
“Hello, above-there!
ing fgr a passenger?”
The girl replied quickly.

r

lake™ to-morrow.”
= “Sorey, ‘ma’am,”

re;'ﬂied : the same
voice,

“but she couldn’t, come.

“We're going to

—

rumble of the Loon's engines ceased.’

Are you look-

“Yes; a young Jady from \.’Vallacc—, .
town who is to be marr:cd 2Cross ther_. there' came: agam~the~ mate’s “warning

* shout"to. the master of the Loom,’

B ut

ont,

“until the box hove over the side..

- upon the table.

tramp of feet!.

“rooted: in. terror.
Plum 5 words felt hlS brezrth LEpOR » her ;

ere comes’ a rope-|~-»~ : .
Captain Pluwi ‘caught the cnd of the
rope-‘and- the girl tugged with him .
‘Then~
the small boat shpgcd silently off into
the gloom. . v

“Get under way, Crwgs. We're go-
ing back now!™ And Captain Plum
swung the:box under his arm and re- ¢ °
entered the cabin, closely followed by,
Misy Redmond.

“So that’s the thing that has been -
causing you all your misery, Miss.
Genevieve?” he cried happily, placing it
“Well, it doLsnt look
so awfully wicked,-and

He stopped as suddenly as . though
some one had {strnck him a blow.
Through the partly open door there
came new and strange sounds; an ex-
cited shout from Griggs, a clear voice. |
ringing cut in sharp “command, - the "
In a single bound Cap-
tain Plum was at the door:”

“Mother of God?” hecried, whirl-
ing back. He stretched. out his arm to.
the girl, and his face was as white as
death. ‘“Ccneweve my poor httle girl;
it's the revenue men?”

He . leapcd past her,. and when “he
tumed he held a leng-barreled revolver
in his hand.

“Thank - God .that I’rn -going to do
this for you* he whispered: brokenly,
pressing . hlS Hps close -down -in- her_
hair. . “I'm going to ‘do-this forfyou—
because [ love you! P The ‘words. shot
from .him, and !1e levcled hts weapon'
toward the door,.

. The feet ‘weré trampmg nea:er,- and

£l

: For!
a, few moments the girl-had- ‘stood
- She. heard, Captam

. whispering to hin.

. after, : r
“sponsible for it being on beard. No

and - ‘saw. the gleammg pistol in hts{

hand.: Then, gshe awakened into life:

- With a.pdSsiohate ery she fung her-

self upon’the man’s outstretched arm,
and clutched the pistol to her breast.
So quick was:the movement that the
weapon-was wrenched from his grip
and before he could recover himself
she had darted behind the table -and
‘thrust it within the bosom of her dress.

“My Ged; it is an automatic—and

cocked!” he eried in horror. “Gwe/tt
to mel” ’

She backed from him, h'cr eves flash-
ing  beaumtifully dchant.  Then she
[ocked beyond him to the door and
when Captain Plum turned the room
was “filling with men. He seized the
back of a chair, but the girl’s hand
closed upon his own, and he stood si-
lent, his face chalk-white, his breath
coming 'in the sharp strong desire to
fling himself at the throats of these

vultures of the'law who had swooped -

upen him in the one moment of ‘all his

- life when he had found the love of a

woman. “But the hand held him. He

heard the soft, sweet voice of the pirl-

And then, with the

clearness of a Dell; her voice rose:
“Gentlemen,

That box is mine, and I am re-

person on this ship knows what it con- .
tains but myse!f

- onel”

.~ She - stood erect and tmafrmd her -

T eyes turncd unflinchingly apon’. the
young. lieutenant of marine who had;
already* advanced to the . table.

The
officer planced - from - her to Capt::m

" Plum, and 2 smileiwhich only the mas=
“ter of the Loon understdod, playcd sug-
-gestively about the r:omcrs of - !113

there is what you are’

g am the o:lly,gllilty'?_

. revolver she was leveling | at

.

-

. have Tad "thie pleasure_ of ‘meetiig
Captam Plum before, when we thouglt
he had Chinamen with him,” hé said.-
"He shiot an ‘admiring look at the girl;
"It-is splendid of you to defend him
but—mén, take Captain Plam to the-
cutter!” - -

He advanced a step, but the’ g:rl was
before him in a flash.
“1 swear that he is mnoccntl”

cried. “You have no right to arresf
him. He does not know what s in
the box!”

It was then that Captain Plums
voice sounded with steely coolness from
behind her,

“Lieutenant, the girl is Iymg‘—]ymg
to save mel She came aboard this .
vessel less tham three houss ago. She.
is in no way mixed up in this affair,
except in an effort to save me. If you
will give me your word ‘as a gcntl:.—
man to let-my men take her ashore T
will make a full confession, and swear -
to it. I know what. is in the box. You
will find diamonds theré?” .

Slgwly, as if for a momént his’
“words had stunned her, Miss Redmond |
turned toward him, and i was as if-
life had suddenly gone fr her face.-
She saw the look of love ¥nd 'triumphn
in Captain Plum's eyes, heard indis-
tinctly the lieutenant commanding the
opening-of the box, and then she turned 7
like @ -tigress ‘upon the revenue men.
again, and the three who were advan-
cing -toward the master of the me
stopped before the dull gleam of the':
the!r :

-breasts, .
“#Open’ the box—first!” she com-
manded.. “I will tell you-how many,
diamonds you find. ' I mlI tell you how
much they are worth, ” Iwill tell: ¥o
to -whem they belong. But ;you.shall
rwt tonch Hu.; man[’-



- of the weapon, ;

“Put down your gun,” he said, “We
Cwill see what is. in the box”  As the
. pistol dropped to her side he added: . “I”

am sorry. You deserve somethmg bet-
ter than -this.”

.There was a rendmg’ of wood as. the
; vccver was torn from the box and Miss
Redmond leaned eaperly over the table,. |

" “They are minel” she cried again.

‘He knows nothing aboat them! - He -

_as no claims upon theml. They are -

mine—mine "
. - She felt a hand upon her arm and’
© Hifted her white face ta Captain Plum,’.
: who towered over her, staring déwn
inte  the box. Involuntarily ' she

« - clutched his one hand and a ‘meaning.
" s5ob fell from her lips as she held her -

“eyes upon him, Then, as she looked,:
there came a strange change. There'”
was a sudden -flash in his eyes, his
* lips tightened, and in an instant a flood
of blood .surged into his thin' cheeks

as he raised kis head—and linghed! In. -

+ another instant she, too, had tursed and
© was looking inte™the - box.: Ir was.
" empiy!  She felt berself- swaymg, and -

“blindly she. reached wp with her arms,

nd. the " revolver crashed to: the ﬂoor

Jds they fell limply about the man’s
“shoulders. ‘She heard hls volca—clear,‘
cool Iaughlrw]v defiant,

mc for a smuggler? A prctty gOod
. joke, en? I knew that your. boat:was

waiting for me out. here.”’ Pretty good E

- stu(f for the TeWSPARETS,: ‘¢

) tnme, Lxeutenant \fVattersnn, bhe'a

‘mere’ careful abdut your“gue P’ 2

His' clear !augh soynded” triumpha o
and thrﬂlmg -againj- and- what, lhe glﬂ
" heard-after that -came -td; hcr 2y ifin a
-dream. . Voices. seemed 1o come to he
fronr & great d:stance, hke famt echces
and she tightened ler: arms-about Cag-.
tain * Plum’s shoulders’.io.-keep . from
‘sinking at his feef. 31t seemed an age:
before there: was -silerice -in -the’ little

cabin, and it Was ‘the passionaie pres-

-sure-of the man’s’face agamst her:own
that brought her. hack into a -réalization”
of wwhat had-. }mppened -+ Dizzily “she
raised hier head- fram his- breast.: The-
room: was. cmpty " The door was opén,

. and through it she caught -again the .

-tramping ‘of feet and the 'hoarsc Iaugh
ter -of Griggs, - the ; ‘mate. e
sought. Captdin Pliam's:-

“Genevieve,”.
“Genévieve, what does it mean?™

- She.drew half»away from hnm, star- .

ing wildly, into his face.
“1 don't knaw! % she stmgglcc[
don t—know—what lt——means oo

“There -

she . rcpeated her hoserm Lrising.and’
falhng in“guick- brcatlnng c\{cxtement

'houst_ : jﬁs*

“he wh:spered tensely,_ i

. it all "appened,” he. chucLled
‘Good -Lord; cap'ri, you: dan't mean to,
~ say " you dont know where the did-
-monds are!”. :

“Gnggs, Ill be—I’]l be damned if ,I .

o e TR A B T A G o R T T
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A’ mighty close shave, Grzggs !” ‘he

“laughed.

S Pretty closc,'-sir t

- (aptain Plum brought his head ﬁiery :
_near to the old mate’s; -

"“You see it’s this way, Griggs,’” he

" continted.. “Captain Redmond is a re-
tired master who lives at Pleasure -
‘Cove, He's an invalid. The girl has

no mothcr, but shes got a brother

- and

He shruggcd his shoulders suggest-
ively. -
“He's been playing the Underground

to the limit! Recently he staked his -

all, and: a little more, oo diamonds, and
when the game scemed up. with him

over here he went to his sister and

pleaded with her to help him, and swore

_with his hand on'a Bible that he'd give

up the game farever if she would help
him out of this fix, She was between

the devil and: the deep sea, if you want
o put it in that way, Griggs. Young
Redmond’s discovery and arrest meant.

—well, you can understand what it
meant _for her. Sa, at the last_ mo-

- ment, she' came to mel  But tefl me
*this, Griggs~where in the déuce are

the diamonds that should have been in

* that box?

Grigps lifted his face frorn the Shlp 5

compass and in the dim lsght “of the.

pilot-house lamp- Captain Plum saw that
he was latighing. '

] was looking in at the door w'en
“And-—

dol”

“Humor wcnt out cf the mate’s facc' _

as hg stared .stii.i'arcly -at Captain Plum

- . “Astodishment, incredulity almost, was!

'Btampcd in every feature. Then. the
cornerg-of his mouth qmvered and 11
grinned.

“No wonder, na wonder, cap's, nftcn
what you've gone throtgh dunng the:
past seven “weeks—and to—mght._ He:
chuekled. “Am't it struck you, cap n,
“that it-would be a brother worse'n a

- murderer who'd run his sister into a

real fix of this sort? Good Lord, sir,;
-the girt’s been used as a decoy, that's
‘all, and by this time-her smart brother
‘and the diamonds are safe on the otlier *

- side, or my name ain't Griggs! Why,.

this s the oldest smuggling trick on
earth, sir; and-you mean to say you—;
don’t—%know-—it ¥’ .

For a few moments Captam Plum S
stood as if the mate’s words had- struck
him dumb. Then he said quietly:

“Griggs, we're going :to Pleasure
Cowe. Set your course to lay offshore
about twenty miles -east of Baffalo,:
‘And, by the way, Griggs, by tg-morrow
morning we will bave ‘forgotten all’
about this, won't we "’ :

“Yes, sirl”

““And we're going to stay at Plcasure
Cove for a—an indefinite time,. Griggs:
You and I will become very well ac-.
quainted with Miss Redmond's brothe
1 hope he got the diamonds across;

“so do you, don't you, Griggs?"’

“Yes, sir?”’ v

“But there .is no need of Miss Rcd‘
. mond ever guessing it, or the: ol father:
either, if we get hold of Brother Red!
‘mond first and let him into our- tita!
scheme - of “say nothing,” is- thepa?

- Captais™ “Plum’s. great, happy’ smi
beamed upon Griggs, and silently. t
‘gripped hands over the wheel-.

-~ “Gad blessy’ toth,  sir 1" murmored:
Griggs. ,“I tlnnk I underst:mdl’
LT




