] “.I'h_eard,” confessed Dan, -, "‘unldﬁ’t.
* that be a shame now! That old skinfint!”

" But sure now it won't be so long before
you'l! be gittin’ murried.”

“Me!" igterrupted Chrissie, with bitter
scorn.  “Nohody ain't’ for murryin’ -me
none.”

“Why, T was thinking,” stammered Dan,
“I was :hml.mg that them boys that’s got
money:

T YAw, now,” said the girl.  “Don’t you
- know them none? They won't be for mue-

rying nobody what ain’t got nothing, like -

"Chrxssne,”'burst out i Dan }ns vome
only a.chaked whisper,” “I° havcn’t got
money, C11r1551c butt I like you' -sure;
Would you be thmkmg of murr)mg me,
mebhe P

A coke-train went roaring by just at 4

that moment,, and words were useless, B
But Dan felt the hand in his- ‘yield slowly.

to his ¢lasp, and, turnmg fier fact to his, -

he took an answer: sweeter than words
from her willing lips.

" By MARGARET ERSKINE

OVE was sent this way, I—Iatc Ihnt
Once upon 2 day, AT

In hopes that they would never mcet o

Traveling by the way, - o
For old Father Life had found *-

When they met together,
Flerr:cly raged the tempest then‘

_ Stormy was thc weather. .

S0 Love went_ thi

S Alack! By a stite

;f Hate that

Love, he wandered frond the path

Dallied for a whlle

.Plucking this Agvrer, p!uckmg fat
Then he kurried on, - =3

" Quite forgetting wikich the wa}r
That he shou.ld have gone

Hastened on bis way.
‘So it happened that, afas )

By J. QLIVIER CURWOOD

Author of “Miss Evnngelme * “The ‘Banpockburn’ Widow,'" “'l’he Law of tha I@km,"

T was the night of the hig
wedding in_the little. town
of Duomkirk, Smcc early
morning  the guests had
been coming, and the gredt
house of * Henry Ellery

" Dixon, fat, florid, hated, but the owner
‘af ships, millians, and a beautiful daugh.

ter, was filled with them. Among them

“were men who represented trcmmdous"f‘llafmg

corporate wealth and power—half a dozen
presidents of banks, a dozen steel and ore
mell, twice as many kings of lake tralfic
lines, and influentisgd chiefs of the power- -

ful Lake Carriers’ Association.  With
them were their wives and. daughters.

But with the exception of the inister

and the servants there was not 2 man- Ol'_f

2 woman among them- who bclonged to
the common lake brecd of the town: of
Dunkirk,

This was not a d:sappumtmcnt to the

people of Dunkirk. "The be;t of them _bad.';
expected the slight, and they would have-’
.resented anything else. They had antic

pated the affair, which was to be the big

gest .and grandest thing - that had ever

happened in their town so far as the old
est of them could remember;. they. bad

- watched with Jnterest the coming ofthe

guests, and most of them were willing, i

- not a little nnvdbus, to he somewhere nea

Dunkirk Hill when the
mement-arrived.
But thcy wortld . all he. T

cvéryihing was over. The event: that was

o transpwc in the big hoyse thet night
they had comk to Iock uponlas something
like. an execdrion, Cectainfy the EOCIOW
‘and -sympathy in their hearts would pnt.".
bave been greater had such been the case

Miss Fsobel ‘was to be marricd—thit- i

7shc was to pass through the formality o
atmarriage, ajsort of legal contract, stipu-

rom a cerrain hour she was
to cons:dcr herself owned and governed .
by a.maxg for whom she posscssed no fove, .
and who knew it, yet who was Jmmcmcly;

- satisfied with his bargn.ul. :
From several view-points, cvcry!hmg

wag uttafactory The bridegroom-to-be

was -secuting youth-.and beauly, Henry

Ellery Dixon -was gainin

tiorr- of- new:- power - and

—'da.ughter, at;the slight. ex

- heart, was obeying his wmhes to the letter

- The penple of Dunkirk Knew . why t.hzs

“was so. Not many years. tiad passed since

short road. to ruin, and, though Isobe! did
not. prcc]am: tt from the house-tops, -the
“ sitnplest: {mnda in the place realized thar
“her blind, obedience was sa atonement for

bet had workcd herself - into their: it
d her crifice now was the. sguaﬁce of




grown up among thcm wxlh hex” faughter,

her smiles, and her help when' help was: - ¥« i

needed, and from among them she had
chosen the man whom she loved.

_ During the last hours preceding the
wedding the women of Dunkirk talked of
these things. They recalled days that had
passed, years before, when barcfooted, .
sunburned Jackie MceTarr, called “Tarry”
for shorr, played aleng the beach with
pretty, golden-haired Isobel Dixon, despite
the protests and threats of the high-toned -
mother and father on the hill. But the
business of the master of the house was
in Buffalo, where he remained for weeks
at a time, and for this reason the chum-
ship of a rich man’s little girl and a fisher-
man’s son continued unbroken.

The men and women of Dunkirk had
watched the courtship that fallowed, and
it was the most beautiful thing that had

. ever come within their lives.: .

: -7 When Jack broke away from the fish-

5 ing fleet to seck his fortunc among the

big steel ships of the lake highways, they
confidently  predicted success for him;
when, one day, he returned third mate of

N a six-thousand-ton cre-carrier, they re-

joiced in a public celebration in his honer,

and that same day Isgbel had met him at
their tryst on the other side of Dunkirk

Hill, and with glistening eyes told himr

how proud she was of the man who was

doing all these things for her.
“When I become a captain
young male,

me 50,7
Isobel had believed bkim, and, strong in

"the knowledge of the girl's great fove, the -

. plucky young sailor bad won his way -

wmtil he came into the command of a ship

Almost that same day there happened on.

the hill the scandal which- changed all

things for Isobel Dixon and thé man who

* had become Caprain.Jack McTarr.
So, to the people of Donkirk, the wed--

ding_this night was the last chapter in & -

, said the .
“your father will not hate

. determination would‘,never weaken,’

- old - spirit- that- she was -irylag -to Lill;

.- segrching. et she kru:w that, if her Toier:

heart of stone which’ lay i f.hc breast: 6
the . millicnaire = ship-owner;: they hid
watehed him i his admost frantzc attempts -

‘to win the girl -from her determination;

some of them had even taken a part_in
the drama which was being-maf.‘ted before -
their eyes:{but, i, spite of it all, the tragic
end camey 'and with it the dlsappearancc
of Captain Jack McTarr,

Men and women - wondered where he

was this night as they locked at-the great -

house aplow :-with -light. on- thectop of
Dunkirk Hill.”
me . believed
that he had changed his comrhand, others
inclined to the rumor that he had gi\-ch
up the lakes and was now on’ the ocean;’

and all of them prayed, deep down i their -
- souls,

¢ that - vengeance in full measure
would . fall upon the head of Henry El-
lery Dixon and the mam who was to be—

"come his son-in-law.

With Isobet Dixon the struggle against
her old love had been a long and bitter
one, but, in a way, she.had trinmphed,.and.
deep’in her heart she had smothered her
passion as a stoker im one of her father’s -
ships might have banked his fires.. Now.

~and then the. old fcehng would - burst

tln‘ough and, ‘while’ at these times her
she
wanld think of her nbso_nt lover for hours

cat a time., " - -

Puring the: fcw days prccedmg the. wc(l-
ding .these speilz haqlbo.me to her oftencr
than “before,”and she was thankful that -
the young captam was not mear.. Rit o
thesé -same moods she aften wished - that -
she knew where he' was. .. She: p!ct-ured
him in 2 hundred different pla(‘!eskand the

groped  out:for - him;- . archmg—alway

For ‘weeks' the -fisher-folk .7
* had not heard of him.

PO

’ thch leads. o Dalath it fuund ‘Captain

2 -the . end 'of the thousatrd-milé h;gﬁw;.y

+ Jack McTarr, amd, seizing upon Jbim, like
a2 messetiger of life and death, it mllcd
“for him to return

Three days before the wcddmg Captain
 McTarr's “ship lefr Duluth, and burned
half 4 bundred tons of ¢oal more than
‘she should before she drew up in the
night off the town of Duankirk™ :
With the exception of the men of his
oW Cfew, No one Saw Captaifx. McTarr
when he came ashere in one of the ship's
~ somall. boats. “He landed on the beach an
cighth of a2 mile below the Dixon home,
‘where a row of old willows concealed the
stretch of white sand over which ke and
Isobel ‘trad walked, a thousand times to-

. gct!mr. Through these trees he could see
“the glow of llght cn the top of Dunkirk
" HIlL.

"Swiftly he ran along the beack umtil he
came tp a rough seat built between two
trees, from which he conld” see the win-
dows of Isobel's room. - More times than*
he could remember he bad come to this
place, and bad signaled his presence to
his “sweetheart on thié: hill.  His heart
seemed ready to burst as he stood there

. now, and he-gave a choking sob or two,
as a."man sometimes wx!l when aloae with

_a preat grxef He knkw the hoir of Tso-
bel's marriage; and he. pictured her al-
ready prepared for thé ceremony, Perhaps
the ' guests. were even mow assembling in- -

¢ the great Dixon hall... He. pulled out his.
watch, and saw by the light of 2 match”
that there was. still: thrcc—quaners aof” 23 -
_houg befgre the ceremony. .

Indigtinetly -the soubd of music ﬂoatcd.
down to him, and as he heard it he stag-
gered out beyond the. shadow of r.hc wil-

- apprgached nearer and mearer to the big

house on  the hill. ,«Thx: Smusic came Lo -
| bint, plainly now,’ and he could Bear’ the
. Jaughter, of men:who were amokmg oa”
“the verandd avcr!ookmg the lake.:

.mo.«.t straig\§1: up into, Isobcis wmdnm,

-He drew the pisto} {rown bis poclket.

- it out into the water, the sailors russiog
lows, softly ‘crying - Isobel’s -pame.. He . ;
: of'the boat-lamtern they saw his {ace, and:

'l;hc 5h:p Captaun LI:Tatr 1mkcd. A i:.m

In that zoom was all that he- had e
lived for: Ispbel had been his guiding
star;-she had Bred him with ambition;
she -made of Him what he was. WIi!a-
out Isattl——. The captain's fingers cam
in. contact with cold metal in his pocket;
Why not kill himself bere? They-—ghi
people in there, Isobel, all of them, would
bear the shét and would rush ouwt and-
find him, and Isobel, he knew, would take
him in her arms, would. kiss him——
God, but it was a terrible terptation

“Isobel ! IsobelI” he faurmured sofily. .

From the verandz a man’s laughrer-
came down to Bim, It jarred upon him,
and into his head there came the thought
that be wonld like to kill somcbody up..
there as well as himsclf, At the last mo-
ment why should he not stezl™in and.
destroy the man wha was. taking his life
from him? If he could only kill thzr:;'
allwall but Isobel, and. carry her avra
with him}

At the thought his heart seemed to lup
up within kim-Bke a living Lhu:g jast re~
leased from’ cheing. He- sprang to-'his’
feet and tumned his face g the direction
of the ship every merve gbim throb-
bing- with excliement, Hellighted 20+
other match and looked, at his watch,
There still remained twenty-four minates.
Twenty- fou:—-—twcnty’fon! He repested’
the words tremblingly, and then, tursing
down the hilli he ran like a - deer; past:
the seat amongethe willows and op the
“hard water-run of the beach to the:smalf’
" “Quick, to the.ship!” he paated | He
. taught the boat by the prow and shoved

in ankle-deep to catch him. "In the glow.

fowed with the fervor of men who Icnr:er
that minutey were preciouy. | :
Half 'z 'dozen times in the short u‘{g i




. g e - . .
men, and . then it was Yo urge them ‘tq

make greater .spe¢d.  To him the time.

seemed slipping away with fearful fapid-:

ity. There were only nineteen minutes .

left—now eighteen—severnteen—©Gfteen -

In his excitement he stood up |
boat and shouted the names of his first
and second officers, and by the time he-
shot alongside the steet freighter a score
of astonished men vhere lining the rail.

“Sehreck {” he called, “Schreck, your
hands !

He stretehed hifself up, and the giant
first officer leazned over and hoisted him
as casily as an crdinary man would have®
“lifted a child. The men knew why they
had raced day and night from. the
northernmost sea, and most of them stared
fixedly through the darkness shoreward,
confident that their ecaptain
something for which he was being pur-.
rsued. -

Their .thoughts wére
Laptain McTarr. - .

“Men, I want a dozen volunteers to' go
. back with me and stop that marriage " he
" cried, pointing toward Dunkirk Hill
“We've got ten minutes. Wha'll go?”

Schreek was a Dunkirk man, and un-
derstood. In an instant he was rurning
16 the midshin davits, calling for others
to follow, and half a dozen men crowded
with him about the falls.

—*A dozen!” shotited a voice disdzinfully:
" UA dozen! We'll all go!”

A sailor launched himself down 1ata the
small boat beside the freighter, and others
came after him as fast ae they could siip
safcly over the rail. With a splash the

interrupted by

midship boat dropped into the water, and -

an instant fater the third boat went down:
on the other side of the ship. ’
Captain McTarr's boat pot -away first, -
- and started. for the shore;with four. men
‘ _pulling at the cars. The second fell close’
in its wake agd a little later the third -
"shot-around’ the frexghtcr s bow, loaded :a,
the. gunwa)es with " excited, - cager - men.
Three-quarters. of. th ¢

in the .

had done .

. behind. hiny” Tike \.wolves”read i
. forward. at’ his bidding:= The "

‘}sqbels lover: thrifted with' fmpe VE

not stopped. to consider the conscquences
of what ke was.deing; he only koéw that
he would stop the wedding, that he would
see Isobel and save her from the man
who had. taken her. from him—if he
reached the Dixon, home in time. . He
gave no thought as to.what would be the
outcame for the men of his crew.
were backing him, and that was the most
satisfying thing that could happen just™
then.

As the first boat scraped in the sand of ¢
the beach, Captain McTarr sprang- out
and started on a slow run toward Dusnkirk

. Hil; with six or cight mén close at his - -

heels, Schreck scon overtock him, ac- .
companied by others, and by the time they _

were half-way uptthe slope the men of the : .,
.third hoat were following swiftly in their -

trail.
As the little crowd of men,
Schreck and the captain, came nearer-the '

"Dixon home, they could sce that the’ver.

randas were deserted,.and the thought that .
they were too late sent Captain. \G.canr

“ahead like a shot, thh .Sehreck close- at.

his side.

Tagether the two men rushed up the
fmnt steps “of the housc a-dozen reugh,
excited fellows at- their. heels
déors were opcn and through them now..
came the soft strams of thc weddmg-
march, )

With a shout 16" those behlnd !/um Mc— '
Tarr ‘launched himself. ints the Dixon. "
hall, dnd léd 2 half of his breathless men . '

‘into" the" great-.room . where 2 hundred

guests -were . assembicd.
“Tsobel 1" he cried.” "Isohc!! Isobel l"
He-stared about him, almost Blinded’ by
the glare. of hght ‘his men crowdmg c[ose~
o spring’

_had stopped” plnylrrg'fb‘StartIc K
Swomen® sa_t;E'fo

They:,

Ted- by .,'

The ig. ..

chrcck ‘came in., accompamcd, b half &
bzen men from the third bogt. -
"Shes out there !” ke said qu:ctly, puil-
Cing the captain towlard,the hall. ~“Hurry
wit.h your  business. I’ll k‘ccp thcsc peo-
N p]e ‘back I
. MeTarr went out, and ' at the - head of
the stairs he saw Isabel laoking down
‘upon the scenz below, her face. white and
..startled. Beside her was the man whom-

“he had almogt determined to kill., He ™

“bounded:up toward them, three steps at o
‘time, and when the.girl saw him -she .
uttered a piercing <ry whick rose above
the voices of 'men .and the frightened
creams of women in the drawing-room.
The man beside her advanced a firtie
to intercept the other, and when they -

~ ~ came together they went dawn in a close,

smathering grip at the giri's “feet.

: . > When McTarr disentangled himself a

few . moments  later, and the other re-
< maiped id a limp heap, Schreck, who saw
“it from below, was afrzid that the worst-
had happened.. e
The captain harried to the gu-l his face

" 'white-and blecding.

“Isobel, you must ecome wuh mel” he

said “deliberately. . He' seemed -faint and

. swayed 2 little as he stretched cut an arm
for her. #You must come!” .

- “The - gu'[ made no resistance as hc led .
her.down the stair. As if in a stupor, she,
Jollowed ‘him. to the apem. door.. Behind

'-\'them werg: now: the., sounds of - stxuggling
gme:! and. of rough-voices filled with ex-
‘Wortation and command. But Isobel” waa
iunconsr:xous of it n!I . She . onlyATcahzed

“Jack{ Jack! What have you mad‘; mé
dol” she sobhed. "I cau't go with. yqu
I can't=I can'ti” ‘
sEaptain McTarer knceled beside. her an
capght her in his arms, pressing bis: foce
close to her own and whispering his pase
sionate entreaties. He knew there was no
time to lose. Back en the hill the saifors
were slowly retreating, and he could hear s

“their Joud voices, suddenly punctuated by

a nuomber of, pistol-shots. At the. sound

.of the reports, Isohe! gave a cry of alirm
Cand struggled to free herself from her

lover's embrace. .
“Go, Jackl Please pat” she plm‘;!cd.‘
“T can’t go with you. I won’t gal” -
She thrust -out her hands forcciu!iy :
but the. captain only held her closep.
Suddenly he lifted her from the. grousd
and ran toward the boats with hér in' fis
arms, His determination robbed the’ girf
of her strength, and when at last-he
placed. her gently in one of the boats, he !
thought by her silence that she had sur-
rendered to him. But when. he brought
one of the lanterns and looked down intg

- her eyes, his nerves tingling with the joy

of possessing her, he saw something in
them which startled Lim. He might have
thought that the girl despised him. = He
struggled to speak; but his tongue secmed .
tied. The next moment.two of the sailors-
hurried up, bringing- the little - Dunkirk
prencher between them.
“]ack ' me, we 've collxred thc prcach

‘_ﬁggered as ‘ow he r.mght

had come at 2 moment when- 1t seqmc :
though her“whole life was. shppmg_a‘Way
1 from her!” Fora mement she forgot She
clungito hig hand, she ran- when he’ told
het: to, she murmured ‘his name again. and
again 'mcohercntly, _)oyfu]ly
Stll; ruoning, “they- came, down to: the
cdge. of thc iake, —ﬂ_iThc'n, ‘when, ahe saw

R

ShleLn

: 4’%‘;{ e
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- we brung him 2,

< *“Let him got”’ commzmde ‘the captain. -
He held out his 'hand to the litle man,.
‘who gripped it with an enghusizsm whsch.‘
- the other. did not guess ‘the meaning -of.

-“They didi’f know,” he explaineds I
v didn’t intend that lhcy stionld do it, M,

Witfred.”
One of the sailors cxpresscd hss amm-
xshmer:t audxb!y Isobr.] sprang




" cusation shone in the girl’s eyes as she .
flashed them at Captain McTarr.

“Then you meant to take me out there

—algne?” she said,. in a low voice. But
the little minister heard her, and in an

instant he had jumped into the boat and -

was at her side.
“No, he dids’t mean that!” he cried,
looking at the captain sharply. “3it
~down, Miss Isobel,
Captain McTarr's gratitude filled him
with- a desire to embrace Mr. Wilfred,
- . who had cleverly turned an embarrassing
situation, but almost immediately the firat

" of the retreating saifors came running

along the edge of the lake, 'and the bhoat
was soon filed with notsy, hard-breathing
men,
As it pulled out for the ship, Schreck’s
- voice could be heard on shore command-
" ing his men to make a.dash for the second
and third boats. The rowers in the first
boat tested on their carg and looked ex~

pectantly to see what would happen, but .

‘ those who had expected éxcitement were
disappointed.

The crowd of black-frocked, white-
shirted men whe had come in pursuit hesi-
rated, then. stopped, as Schreck and the
second officer fired half a dozen shets from

.. their revolvers into the air. A triumphant
“<shout rose from the sailors, but Captain
McTarr was silent.  Never had Isobel
seemed so far from him as at the present
" moment, and vntil he reached the side of
" the ship he maintalned a silence which
began o cool the enthusiasm of the erew.
He was the frst to ¢limb aboard, and

-as he lifted the gird up over the rail he -

Jheld ber so close that he eculd feel her
“Yreath on his check...
.“Forgive me, Isobel—forgive me if I
am doing. wrong,” he whispered.
. He led her across the deck into the of-
ficer’s parlor, and there the girl Aung her-
gelf in a chair beside the cabm table and
',buncd her “face in ber arms.
©. “Isobel—if ,I"had -known

I'm going with you!”"

“turned” " - oaked: £cndcrly u

“upa
“sobbing girl, his: face tense with . suffer-

ing. . “At the last, "moment - something
seemed to call.me to- you, Isobel, some-
thing I couldn’t resist. I kept my reason
untii I went ashore and looked up at your..
windows from the old seat nndér ‘the wit-
lows; then: M o -
- He leaned over until h!s prs touched -

the pgirl's-siflcen hair. Formany minutes

he let them rest there, and Isobe! made no - - :
_effort to push him away. ¥le began whise

“péring of s love again; of the hope that
had risen and-Jallen, and of what she
meant to him, when the telephone on. the
end of the table rang interruptingly. He
reached out and pulled the receiver to
him. Tt was Schreck at the other end.
“They're getting a big freighter under.
way in the harbor,” he-called., ;I think
it's-one of the old man's ships!”
. Captain McTarr answered - quietly:
“That looks like—" N

“HellI” came ths response, ﬁrmiy ancl X

convincingly.

McTarr turned toward the girl " She
had raised her head and was looking at
him, white-faced, questioning.

*“They're pursuing us | he said.

“What's that?" came the first officer’s
voice. )

““Wait a moment, Schreck ” icalled the
captain,

He placed- his hand over the: trans.
mitter.
repeated. -“Quick, dear, say that you will
marey :nc-«-that you will” let Mr. th—
frr-d

-r

e can’t say. that, J'n.ck I can’t say .itt .

1 won’t’ say )" she’ cried

Captain MeTarr faced the telephone._“"'

“Let her go, Schreck!” he commanded.
“Head up the lakes, and bIaw her up 1f
you see we're not wmnmgl :

He hung up the receiver wmi\a bang

Wiu:n he looked at the- g:rI again it Was. ’
e

sald thc

- 'no plans.

“They’re pursuing ns, Isobel” he.

whh: was :nihis mind, -
"You tojd e -once that you despxscd

' cownrda, Ischel”: He said, ~*“Wouldn't T 7.

" be. a_coward 1§s§I gave you up now?d Im
--going  td fight for you fa the end; I'm

. placing my position and my liberty Io-the’
balnncc, and, if it comcs to thq pomt. 11
rssk my life. Your canccpnori of honor,
Cyour determln1t|on ta-make restitution fob ~

" another by thé sacrifice of yourself, makes
_you more: priceless than ever toyme; T
"dop’t know what I'm going to do. I have .

But as:long .28 we've got a

ton of coal in our. bunkers and a mile of *’

clcnr sea ahead 1 -give you m},r word af
honar-weTl win

_The captain gathered enthusmsm as he

. poke He took. both of Isobel's hands in

ig awn, and ‘ne anger or-reproadh shone
in'the tearful eyes that Jooked up into his.
“Tt-will be. a splendid race, dear,” he

‘continued, hjs voice vibrating with part- -

ly suppressed excitement. - “It will be a
magnificent race]  Lksten|!” -

From under-their feet came the' dnil,.-
trembling throb of the freighter’s engines,

"Schreek's - ‘getting- us - under: way "
he murmured. - “They're- all with . me,
Schreck, the ship,’ 2ixd. tlse crew, Therels
only your father® agaiist- me—and you/.
I ought to \vm |4
kissed - the girt, ‘and then . walked- quickly -

‘out closing the door behind him.’

Schreck was watehing: for~him, e

. group of ‘men standing ‘under  the pilot-
house. Thmr arms - and, shoulders - were

cach ﬂf th: twelve every Sty ueccmds ggh
¢ I take six ment”
He followed the captain to the en*.d a;
- ‘the” bndge, and the two fooked back.
-Punkirk harbor. The pursuing ship was
‘already well out, gathering speed slowly,

“her lights-glipping out into the night ag

right . angles to Captzin McTarr’s . trus
ship,” then heading on as the vtud came '
into the lake. -

. Schreck, upon whom the pasmbalmcs af
!hc whole. affair .were steadily . growing;:
had sent ihstructions down into the e
.gine-room, but now his fingers set othe
gongs clanging with greater and. morg
thrifling import. The whedlman loo
down at the ‘secand officer with, the ex
citement. of battle shining in his eyes.
sudden thrill passed through the captain,

“as he saw Schreck’s. fingers playing on

the sighal-board, and Schreck himself al-

lowed his veoics to gquiver in-a subduwed -

way as he turned and asked for ifdtruc-

uDI‘IS

But McTarr had thrown aside the dng—
nity of his position as master of an eight
thousand-ton {freighter. An hour..had:
changed the men about him from hire:
lings inte friends, ¢ven to the men of th

"He bent- over and  galley'-and ‘the t’urnaco—room.s, amd upayt. ‘

.them now depended cvcry‘ g tha: he

possessed. -

“shouted _from the. frclghters bridge, and- " man, “and said:

‘So hie held up his hand

3 the whe_el-- ‘
Joe, it's all wp -'au—you.':
as. the captain -came up he saw a little  T'vé got no instrugtions to give, 1 want

_to lose that ship behind as quickly: as
“possible.

If we can_do that we'll ahift?

‘naked and from - the: armp:ts down' they ~-our course and make Buﬁ’a[o, If we ecan't

wore ~woolen - shirts.. - Thay wwere - leng-. -
armed, --sinewy men. thh faces  burned
" prickired “by~ stoke-hole -fires. . Thcrc was

‘one exception,’and ihat was little” Robm» :
- The men were'.'.'th: file” of . walting men down inty ‘thé.

son, the second ergmcer
silent ag McTurr passed them’ {ar mllcn—

“de !t«-—-well there isn't 2 wheelman on the,
lakes that can play a better game thar you I™
He turned with "Sehreck and destonded
‘the pilol—housc stair;. and the twoe headed

engine-room corridar, Tn the furnacc—pus
thc signats of the first- officer had-resilted!
a: rumblmg. of fiye . that was, -mp{dly




_men, naked to the waist and grimading int
the heat like black ghouls-through. their
coating of ccal-dust, were working like
fiends- in  their endeavors to 'fccq the
twelve furnaces. In an instant the sec-
ond and third shifts plunged into the glare
of the pit, and the nois¢ of the freighter's

the charges which followed.
MeTarr shouted encouragement from
the cdge of the furnace-room, and-then

Hardly were their ears fre¢ from the
‘- boaming of the fires than they beard the
screeching ¢f the.whistle on the pursuing
" vessel. As the hlasts continued, Captain
MaTarr ran into the forward deck and
mounted the pilot-house stair three steps
behing him. -
“Any lights? he cried.
“Plenty of them,” replied the wheei-
" man. “But those two—out there—are
comiing up fast!” He spoke slowly and
with emphasis, and pointed to starboard
of the Dunkirkc ship,
A mile in the offing McTarr discerned
" .a pair of lights keeping pace with-the
trust ship, and even as he locked other

lights flared up beside them and the .
strange vessel changed her course until

they seemed to group themselves in 'z .few
sguare feet of space.

In Schreck’s eyes there was undis-

.. guised “alatm, ‘exproased in a thrilling

curse as a rocket went sputtering up into.

the blackness of the night from the deck
of the pursuing-freighter, .
YA distress-signal, bx, God I” he shouted.

"The wm’ds bad barely left his lips when -

a_second rocket shot into the air, and an
stant later therer came a series of sig-

Bals from a modoe whistle on the third”

sljup McTarr grinned, into. Schreck’s
“'startied face, then turned down the stair

had left Isobel

/s he opened the: door herwas grccted".

by the liftle Dunokirk minister,.' Isobel was
tandmg, her face ﬂushcd and. hc: checks

engines was drowned in the bocming of -

returned to the deck, followed by Schreck. .

the yail’

_.ﬁtepa sgounded  behind | ‘theme

‘taking her by the h.and

please 2"

For-a mosment’ 111: girt hcs:tated  Then.
she allowed her lover to lead her out apon "
the deck. The pursuing ship had loomed

up- clear of the coast lights now, and
Captain McTarr pointed her out as a third

rocket streaked the sky with a !'1‘[:!30:1 of,
fire,

“Your father is sending up- dlstress—slg-
nals to-a revenue cutter out-there!l” he
explained, guiding her eyes to the rim of
lights bearing down upon them, “Those

-rockets are asking for help. It looks bad

for me, doesn't it?” -

Uncopsciously the girl’ aElcnwcd a little :_

ery to escape her lips. Captain McTarr

watched her silently as she leaned over
For several minutes they stood

without,” speaking, and during that fime

the Dunkirk ship drapped back until her -
lights seemed to mingle Wigh those of the .

cruiser.

"We're bcatmg t]:em » said Isob;:]. turn- )

ing to him, at last. . “I believe——"

She caught herself as the captain came

up and put his arms zround her, frmly,
gently, as he had done many times be-

Cfgre.. The.girl was very white, but Me-

Tarr could stil read the firmness in her
eyes, which told him that the little sl'p
of her tongue was umeant,

“Suddenly there rame the thunder uf one.
of the cruizer’s guns, and-the man's arms " -

tightened so fercely that the ship owner’s

. daughter cried out. with pam.

"Wewere beatmg them,* hg sa.ld hzs

voice trembling with' g. passion which Be
vainly attempted to. cogeal. “It's a- cow .
ard’s trick—I. mean,- it's wnfair,, to set: a .

war-ship after yaz. I'vc'got ta break wtth

the governmignt now I’
and hastened ‘to the cabin m which he.

He:releaged, the . girl az runmng iopt

Selireck, his-eyzs ,stﬂl ﬁ]ied with' the llghf
i ags:rly gucﬁuonmg

t was -
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“get mto Cnnadxan waters as soon as

As hxs ﬁrst om:.cr “rin hacic tfag. cnp—
O taim, caughf: Tsobel's “hands~ “firmly .inthis” -
- own again.

: Iﬁ:@‘"“"“ ¥ he almost shouted
at her. “It'y Wwar; and you're gomg to see-
me ‘fight it through: PI'm going to-show
you what men will de because they know
I'm right.. Did you see. Sehreck? G-od!
but he's true—they're all truel”

He hurried the girl toward the engiiie?
#- . room companion, |

The. two" shigs behind
‘'had: separated again, and  the cutter,

.ablaze - with light, was forging swiftly
- ahead of-the Dunkirk vessel. A half of’

her hro_adside was visible as she- edged.
‘out into the lake in her. design to_cross

‘the fleding: ship's beam, and as Isobel and .

-the . eaptain paused for a moment to look
vat her there came a. vivid flash of fire
from her bow and” the report of a second

- With a word ef cautmn to.the glr! Me-
Tarr climbed down the’ stair, and Isobel
followéd him. In an instant she was hur-
ried into the chaos of the ship’s vitals,

- - where five hundred tons of iron and steel’
- were groaning-and - crashmg, and where -

Muldaon, -the " first: éngifieer, and Robia- -

son, the second, were sweating -and swear-" -
ing, and exhortmg the greas}r hclpers»

b

.. faround them.:'. . .

As. 5he !oloked"mto ﬂus ncfwork ‘of

" fighting, machinery:a glow ‘came.into the -

"girl's “face;: and :t* eyes ﬁaahed thbn
 little <of the. fir g ;
Tarr's:

ﬁash of atténtion was all that.fie gave Rer
“or the, captain.  Isobel felt a sudden thrill -
“'pass_through’ her 'as’ she ‘witched? these -
- mety and, forgetiul of the stgmﬁcnncc of..
it all, she: betraycd her admiration- a3 sh
looked "at; the' captam : cs

J" ¥ i.t“m'* ‘ch'r"&
. ., l‘, A Y7
o

‘ter” "of ‘e sh:p “tiurried to- hls s1d¢
"f-?e wants” more l" shoutcd .'Mnldmn.

gage,- wbcre the Eltt[c md;camr—hmd Wi
- hovering® reatlessly ‘over, a figure’ which
_gave warning that the Bhlp had reachied
her mwﬁmm steam capacity, . “He wants
more! - Shall I~ Captain McTare
nodded bis Head and thumbed a 15::.: ten!
pounds: ahead.

When he turned he found Imbcl haxﬂ
come up close behind him.- Her face was-!

" flushed a deeper red. There was excite-:
Lo ment in her eyes, a glawing, thrilling Took |~

which made McTarr's heart lezp within:
him. She locked inquiringly at him;, qucs«.
“tioning him with silent hps.
“We're veady to blow up,f he crmd,
her ear, “Are you afraid ?’
He led Her into the furnace-room cor
‘ridor. and ‘swung. back a steel door. It A
was ag if & flood. of fire had rolled mto e .
the girl's.face. _She drew back, gasping
for brcath, and’ mvered her face with her
hands,’ When: she looked agzin McTarr
way ‘down in the pit, and she followed
“him,. When he took her out 2 mmutc
Tater, she seemed to hiave had a vision af®
3 burstinig infermo of flame and heat. Thes
men; ‘the grim ‘faces, the. charg'iug;of‘
‘rearing” fires and the ‘swinging of fu

“inace - doors had been ohly mdzstmu des

‘tails in'a dazzhng picture t

_w1th {grror. .

McTarr saw" ﬂmt she w

“returned to. the companmn. Bcfore d.w

- Fpr- an instant; U.!doons eyes'.
: . "gleamed white: ‘ather frot out of” hxsj ‘had. ascended * it the . second- “engineer ;
' b!ar:k._ countenance,. but - that lightning-

‘rushed: Gut. of: the cngme—mm door and ’

- mterceptcd therm..

© “We've-gonetwelve ponnds hcya:md thz’
“Tlimit P ‘he almost shrieked. - “They’re still:
calImgfor morel: We can't give it~ We;
can't' give it1?s His voice was filed wit
qmphatlc warning ™~ . &
.Mc’l‘arr burried up the oompamon hal
carrying'\ the- girl. with. him. I

W what’ the matter, Robmsoul" the: calied\‘




.7 There wm“ﬂlarm in his vexce,

b consmously Isobel clung tightly to his -
hand as they cafie on deck. Even she
could understahd’now what thase signals
coming down Sptd: the engine-room had-
meant, The war- -ahip was rapidly over-
taking the fﬂ:lghlcr.
distingnish  men working
cruiser’s forward deck-gun, and as she
looked it spouted out a tongue of flame,
and.the report came in an ugly, Jnrrmg
- gound. -

“That was a loaded gun” said Mce-

- Tarr. "I say, Isobel, it looks bad for
me, doesn’t it?”

He.repeated the question. of a few miny-
utes hefore with a htllc laugh which made
Isobel shudder.

“They can't hsurt you, can they, Jack?”
she whispered, coming very close.

““No—not exactly hurt” said the man,
“That shot fired. across our bows means

they'll give me three .minutes in which,

.to heave to. I I comply, they'll take me
back to Dunkirk, where I'll probably re-
ceive a sentence: for abduction and a fine
for breaking the laws of navigation. If
I don't heave to——" -

“If you don’t, Jack—=" urged the girl

“Wetl, if I dono't they'll send a solid
shot through me somewhere. Then TN
be treated as something of a pirate, tind
will pmbably ;ﬁgcnd a few years in
prison.”

He did not sce the look of terror that,

- came into- the “girl's blanclied fafe, for

- Schreck _had come back into the lantern-
glow of the stern, and the two men lodked

. dnto cach other’s faces with grim under-

standing' The first officer held an open

- 'watch in his hand and -MeTarr pulled: out

hisown
“There’s two mmutes and ten sucouds "

he.said. He spoke to Schreck, but the

-gitl caught the meaning of his words, and

She could easily
about the

clasp” abbut the c.aptams'arm. T

MeTarr turned  from. Schrcck and put": -

his arms around her,

“My fate rests with ynu naow, Isobei o

hie said, so low. that the first officer cou!d_'

not” hear him. . “You can save me, even

" from ‘the charge of-abduction; but if /]
keep up the fight for two minutes loager, . :
and I will unless you do"save me, I shall -

I3

be fuined!” . ) :
Schreck saw the girl throw her arms

around McTarr's shoulders, and he tumed

away. .

Twenty seconds later the captain shot &

to the engine-reom companion and disap-
peared down it in z single leap. “Mul-
doon |” Le roared. “Muldoon! Muldoon!”
He rushed to the door of the engine-room,

shouting the engineer’s name above the

crash of the maclunery “Muldoon, cut
"er down |” he commanided. “Cut ’er down
like lightning!” .

He saw the engincer’s arm shoot out,
heard the” voar of steam and the throb-
bing, metallic coughing of retarded en-
gines, then sprang up- the’ compa_mon and
called to-Schreck.

“Where's My, Wilired?” he cried.

“In the cabin,” replied the first .officer.
" ‘MeTarr turned and caught Isobel's hand
in his own, his face sh:nmg with joy in
the lantern-light. . -

He's in the cabin, Isobel,” he repeated
He; caught Schreck :by” the arm as he
hurried - forward with the girl,.

Schreck—if you'll bé so kind"'

A few minutes later, ‘ag  the United
States cutter ran alohgsufe, Mr. and Mrs.’
* Jack McTarr came . hand’ in’ hand - from.

- the parlor cabin of the -trust ship, pre- .
pared to exptam matters {0 the captam T

of the cruiser,

S

“Wel -
want you for a few minutes-in the cabin, -

court-room.” . . ’ T i

“the ~fields and cayntry.:
* a.moment to gaze over at the water—tank
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WILL give you two hours
_to teave the town,” the
judpe threatened, scowling
under’ his -eye-glasses at
Billingg,- who hung his
head and shuflled from the

The town had a/bad name, but a strong
erder ‘from the despatcher’s office had
cleared the. frain of tramps, and now he
was. cast adrift with' this threat hanging
over him. - As.he wandcred up the main’
street. he saw-a man ‘step out “of the .

 court-room “and size him’ up, and, though

he was aching for: food, he did not dare
to beg or even o buy, for fear that some‘__'
charge- “might-bé trumped ip agalost him:
He- went on through the: +outskirts into-,
~He: turnegi for.‘

in the’ distance; but. therewasino freight”
out in the. time alluwed_ ;and: he struck

_once more toward the, fizlds:

He' hoped-to. figd ‘2 p;'tch of wgods--‘iﬁ
which to’ sleep, pla‘ c whc e hc mtght

‘get a pekt:—q
C.in the :

‘n S

closed tightly on a few ceins, and be ran
them through' with much eare. .. . " -

“Three-forty,” -he muttered, “That's all’
right. It ain't going to be healthy to take -
no chances: of bein'. dwmped with that;

" floater aver me, so fifty cents goes to the .

shacky.”
He had come to a place where a neat
farmhouse, with z-well-kept lawn in front,

“stood by ‘the readside, and, throwing . a

glance at one of the fence-posts, he saw .
a circle with 2 cross in i, drawn with |
charcoal, and..promptly stepped inmto the -
drive and around to the back dpgr..

A comely ‘young woman aggged it fe
his -knack, and he took off H¥ battered

: hat and stood waiting.

" “Well 7" she ashed. /

“Kin yer give a poor mas, what's out
of work a bite to: eat lady 3 he whined.’
" 41 .suppose’ 8o, replicd the ‘woman.
"‘But there “seems to-.be a lot oi you
tramps coming round Here lately.” )

“Dillings thought of the sign on. thc

: icnccy then lied with ferver. .. -

-1 ain't mo !ramp, ma'am.- I'm z hard-_
WGrkmg man,-outr of '3 job, and with =
-gick w:fe and- a helpless gel hack. oy
. ‘a short: Ieg and cantdow:r;_.,
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