- stared for 4 moment us if he had not heard correctly,
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 ILLY SMOKE
B save hinskilletof
hburon a vicious
swing, spat forth an
oath thal came from
hin woul, straightensd w his feet ke o gpringhaard and
fuced Lord Pereival Algeenon Jones. Then ke suid:
“You slal-fuced plusseyed son of o whislow-juck —if
you say unather ward It mussuge your fuce unlil it won't
e fil for decent compuny ! D"you understund?  Pve huad
enough of your suered lordahip's lin. I've toted you ur'
your dunnnge an' thut sgoadsfaeesd vully ef yours for
wever duys, an' you gin't given me or the Indian 2 sejunre
k! ['ve been o reg'iar stuvey; an' I’ve even cleaned
your fhipe—which I sin't done for no ether mun ahive!
{¥ou've been more trouble than ten kids an® 2 dozen
Cwitimin, 1've carried that cused Un buw-w-w-wthtub o'
- yourn when T was I'ilin® inside rearty to bust, a0 the st
i you've dene is to stare at uy through thut windo plate at
© ywur right eye, us though th’ Indisn an' me ain't nothin®
¢+ but w couple o' funny-looking bugs. £ ain't opened my
f ipx - not once. Hut you ain't hack home new. You're jn
the wouds.  You're two hundred miles from nowhere un'
7 lended for the Arctic Oecun,  You're plumB on my
i " nerves —an® if you und thae pippin-faced slave who shayes
you zn’ wushes yer face ain’t a Little more humun there's
i uo neeountin® for what I'l do.  Understand?”
J . Lord Tercival Algernon Jones, tull, lank and bhony,
He
/- wun o distingulshed charactor, wus Lord Percival, He
repoeseiited o lurge Hritish syndicate and great eapitul.
Ite had shot lioas in Africn and elephants in [ndia—fram
o sufe distanee.  Tle hud traveled over the werld, and never
cuuld he remember of having put his thin, white, hony
hunds to sny sort of plebeian exertion. Also, 20 far back
wy he could remember he could reeall nothing of the sort
juat spoken to him by honet, Billy Smoke, his guide. In
" moments of unusunl stress His Lordship always adjusted
his eyeglans, There was a sort of mesmerism in his glassy
slare. It gave one the uncomiortuble sensation of being
sotre ‘sor, of a biologicul specimen under a micToscope;
in fuct, Lord T'ercival regarded most people as queer
R specirnens of unimad rnd insect life,
find a resson for the existence of men like Billy Smoke,
whé wnnted to be chums with nll munkind. So he atared,
Lwisting one of his long, sundy muzstaches, and said finully:
" Why, you eofounded, impertinont rawseal !’
For seven days Billy Smoke had beea choking back
his viadsof wrnth,  **Rusenl!™ he shouted, " Mother of
- wwoet merey, hokd mel
Radcal! — gn' I'vg
done your dirty, swipin®
wark fara wholo week!
Hiily Smoke washin’
enother maa's socks!
Think of it I've
tended you like an
arngel, Thave, i've put
up with ya' for vour
{am’ly's suke, an’ ['ve

AL Firit He Wasr Oaty'
Comicions of a Pair of
‘Wenderful Btuw Eyes
Meeting Hie Qua ,

"#rubbed His Lordship’s hezd between his two

He could searcely
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i vully when ev'ry time he filled ny
evps I got n dlstummick! ['ve took the hint that
me'n" the [ndian wasitd good enough Lo eat ot first table -
un’ never guid o word, 1've biled yur hlimeed tea five thnes
2 day an’ been cussed ev'ry time, 've dune for you just
about what I'd &’ dooe lor King George himsel(; un'
half o dozen times ['ve lupged you axdiore so you weuldn't
kit them precious fvel 0° yourn wit, There Qin’t no mun
livia' can say I've taken half the suss from hiln Lthat {'ve
tuken from you; but when Yo' xay v gou to
wanll the vally's socks ulong with yourn you've
hamatrung the workin® hoss. Me'n’ Lhe Iadian
aregoin’ o tukearest. If you want any supper —
you go git {el"

Lord Percival Algernon Jones hud o way of
his own of settling with men on a level with
Billy Smoke. So he wivanced in three measyred
und dignified steps, and before Biily, could quite
inuke out what wus coming he tweaked that
nstanished individuzl's nose,

" You impertinent ruwscal! ——*" ha Legan,
“Yeou r -

His Lordship never quite undeérstood Just what
happened after that, With a wild yell, Billy

Et thut fut

hands and the eampiire suddealy took the form
of = smail voleano in netion. Seven days of
insult, seven days of degradation, seven days
of mentat misery that had almost turned his hair
zray, formed the concentrated essence of what
Billy Smoke did to Lord Percival Algernon
Junes, He was too generous 1o use his fists; bug
the paims of his hands were as hard as rock.
And James, the valet—az side-whiskered pentle.
man of overfed and overred flesh—stood at helpless atten-

tion a dozen paces away, looking in stony horrer upon the -

end of the world. ~ .
It might have heen two minutes oe Lwo houss later that
Lord Percival gazed up frem Lke foot of & large bireh in

. sickly conscicusness of what had happened. As a matter

of fact it wag very closao to twa minutes, Billy Smoke way
standing over him. Hia Lordship fumbled for his ey
glass, which had escaped ruin by a miracle, He adjusted
it to the usuzl eye; hyt finding that the vision of that eya
wis somewhat impaired he transferred it to the other.
. 'James,” he commanded, *throw this rawscal into the
drink]""” i
Force of habit was strong in James. He made a move-
ment—z single atep in the direction of Billy Smoke, Itis
prehable that & human theught would have found its way
into the automatan's head before he hud taken a second
step—but the remaining eleven atepd Billy covered himself,
There was no anger in his voice row, It was joy, pure,
undiluted joy; and even the cresses In the Indiun's

leathery face grew deeper oy Billy Smoke caught James

by his splendid growth of side-
whiskers,  This time it was Lord
* Percival Algernon Jones who
looked on.
ment. He was treasixed. He
saw whet had happened to him-
self, and the blue blood of many
geherations turned cold in his
veins, Riily Smoke could have
teld him thut what had huppened
Ao himsell was nat a cirewmstance
to what was happening to Jumes
" Augusiug Dobls; hut he wud too
busy, AndJumes hud somnething

had escaped. i
He was holf dead when Billy
dragged him by Lhe seruff of the

which they had camped and sant
him plunging dewn inta thre feet
of mud and water,

Billy Smoke then camo back
and gceosted His Lordship.

feelingy, Percy,” he said affubly,
"It hed Lo come. Discipline has

- woods. I 1 hadn't given you an’
the volly this fittle hint you might
'a' irritated the Indien some

James Olfver Curwood)

Bur J1ll Ne
Srood, Awaltlag
Olere ar {

He Had Amalted Them for Thirty Years

ivin® now. If it had been Jumes

He made no move--

- Juines madu no visibie sign of life, -
- coming ta him'ss s sort-of .,
coup de grdee thut His Lordship. .

neck to the edge of the stream on .

"I hope you min't got po hued |
+ got Lo bo maintained oven in the

* insuiting superiority and hi
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day —and then thare'd
‘u’ been a massaerce.
Shuke, old squaw!™
His Lordsbip refused
(o xhuke, however,
“This — this is
. lisody muting?” he
wasped,
“It's worse'n that,”
" agrerd Billy cheerfully,
loading his pipe, “I0s
downright piraey- -
Lhat’s what jt is,
Perey. Because me'n’
the Indisn come in
uow for our share of
thut exclusive canned
stufl we've heen totin'
fur you an’ James, an’
we've got a standin®
invite to help smoke
upr them high-toaed
cigarettes o' yourn
wilh the stiff-necked
greaser lady en the hox.
S0 you might as well
srnile, Percy, An'now,
dam’ ye, shake!™
Hilly Smoke thrust
down 4 big, hardlisted
Paw. It wusun honest-
looking hand, waas
Billy Smoke's. It wus
- cafloused and knotted
[rom many years of
loilsome life in the wil.
derness. It was such
i hand as other men of
honest heart 'liked to
grip in [riendship, 2 hand that weuldn't strike in the dark
or behind one’s hack. For a moment it hung right under
Lord Percival Algernon Jones' nose, and His Lardship
inspected it critienliy through hiy eyegluss. Az helooked he
ebuerved a slow change working through it.  The tendons
of the fingers and wrist scemed to swell, and the fingers
Iewzn to move toward Lhe pulm like 2 shutting elum, ’
“Shake!™ plended Billy.
ilis Lordship Hifued o white andd bloodies hand, und Billy
#£a%9 it a aquceze thet made the bonea crack. Then he
Jerked Lord Fercival to his feet with 2 suddenness thae sent
his eyoglass dangliog —and, to that outrayed yeatleman's
herrer and conaternation, he ealmly tweaked his nose,
“I'm an Americns, erey,” he explained; *“an’ there
ain't no Britisier alive can pull an American's nose an’
live to tell the story —unless ha's alord. That's why you're

£, FCHOONOVER

Billy Smoke turned and his eves it up with joy. Ten
paces away stood James ab loyal attention, Mud and
water dripped from hiv wilted side-whiskers. His ted nose
and round face were smeared, and poetically he “*dripped
at every pore™; but still he stood, awaiting ordery as he
had awsited them for thiny years, his arms hail-akimbo,
his padded chest thrown out like a pigeon's, his fut thumbe’
projecting, from his hips, staring unseeing beyond Billy -
Smoke to his fullen lord and muster. - oL

“Glory ba!" gasped Billy admiringly. “Jame;i. you've:
given me-an idee! I'm an outraged Amerienn citizen—-
that's what [ um; but [ can’t take it out on Percy because
he's a lord. So 1'm goin® to take it aut on you, James,
Do you hear? I'm gein’ to take it out onyou. ['mgein® -~
Lo give you a glorious wallopin' ev'ry mornin’ of your life . -
s long asiwe remain [rends, A reg'lar sLars-un'-slripes
wullopin’, James, 1 Do you hexe?” o

" Do you hewr?” roured Billy Smoke.
i "ears you, sir," said J_umes coldly.

R

. . oot PR 4 P

{LLY was not a man loug to harber bad feelingr_” He

possessedd & disposition that made him' a whalesame
mun to know and one rot easily lorgotten, He loved the
mere routine of eating, drinking and working, and had o
well-developed sense of humor. -Down in the biy cities, at
their desks in stuffy offices, arnid the bustle and erush of the-
life thut was turning their haiz gray, men snt back ot times
und dresmed of Billy Smoke nnd his camplires up orong
the swoot-smelilng balsams and cedars. ° Untll now Billy
had never guided the man who was not glad to grip his-
hand in bretherhood. . Above all clsa, though heart .and
saul of the biy Canadiun forests, Billy wna on Amerienn, ;;
Hu could have stood for Lard Percival Algernéit;
idivsynerusics:
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know when you diml. ['ve already killed eight men with
thi= werapon, an” it's good for one more just about veur
height and circumference, Do you get on to my meaning
aow, Jarmes?"

Y Hi do, sir,"” said James, dodging back out of range of
the automalic’s muzzle, and his red fuee turned to a
sickly tallow color.

“An' you'll ive up to the {aw of what ['ve anid?"

*Hi will, xir”

Y Cut out that ‘sir' admonished Billy.
call me *M'Lord" an’ *Your Lacdship” an' ' Your Roynl

- Highness' from Lhin minute on [l lick ¥OU every even
stepn you take. It's u gloriouy wallepin' every time you
furget. Understand?” -

“Mido, Your “‘Ighnesa!

“Good!™ soid Dilly, “Now, Jormcn, run down and gal
thie hacen, a skillel, the coffes pot, four potatocs an’ o can
0" beans, along with an armiul of that high-tened sLuff |
ran’l nawme  un’ gt dinner, Lord William s ¥oin' to
smake 0 box of ew gronsey ludy cigarrttes an' practice
with the eyeglust, Tidl me, James, how o you gt aext to

“Uhe windowglpg?” ' .
" "You hopens your hexe wide, =ir,”
“an' puts it hin.
tight .

Y Eray 7 said Billy.

He went off by hizaedl, and now and then Jienes heard
the sounds ol battle. - When he wont to tell his new
master that dinmer was ready Billy Smake had achieved

I you don't

explained Jarnes,
Then you closs the hoye an' "akis

hig triumph, and strutted hack with he eyeylang glaring

fram his right nptie,

“low’s that, Jumea?""

**Hexovllent, Youp Lordship;  hexecllent 1™
Jamea, .

"Thank you, James. Ty the way, what is your aalary

" Faur p'und ten —han’ keepin' 1

"That's what I call miserly, James. TYou'te worth more
than that. It's eight p'und tweaty from now on, an’ I'l1
havn you paid six months in sdvance 28 Boon as we
reach Churchmen. You'te on to the fact that vour present
laridahip owna Churehman, aln't you?™

“HHi wm, xie,™

" What!

*Your Royal 'Ighness--] begs your pacden!™

After dinner Biily said: .

“Now, Jameg, I'm ready for a shave, a shine, & haireut,
2 shampoo and 8 massage, Bring up 2 peir of His Dido's
beat punts, n guod shirt nn' all the fixin’s. Don't forget
snything, James. Percy dicln't dress like & gentlemean, an’
we've got Lo make up for it."”

it was the middie of the afterncon before Billy Smoke
pusacd out from under the hands of James, He surveyed
Limsel? bs o glrny end gasped, - . .

“Jumes,” he said, “i'm gein® to make that sixteen
p'und forty, an® pay you a year in advance! Who'
ever think this was Rilly Smoke! I'd sure g0 in o beauty
ahew wilh the best of
‘am new, James-—

exclaimed

his back to a tree and bezan s closer zxamination. Thera
were papers with the hig red soal of tha Farthest North
Improvement Cormpany, papers with hive sealy, and ather
pupers at the top of which was a roaring lion balancing him-
sell on histail—an attitude that Billy could not understand.

At laxt he came to a letter which interested him more
than all the others. At the end of the firut paragraph he.
gave o low whistle of surprise: at the e of the second he
saLerect; at the end of the thisd he had forgolten James,
the camp, his unlighted cigareite, the burned-out match
hetween his fingere, Page alter page of that letter, written
in coarse seript, he rend with such haste that he skipped
a third of the lines. At the end was the signature of
Bristol Gardam, local manager of the British syndiente’s
interests at Churchman, Te went buck to the beginning
and read more carelully. iy oyes hegan Lo shine with o
fiarce glow, and every muscie in hix hody grew tense and
hard with suppressed exciternend, He put the papers back
inte the buy and sprang to his feet, His face was white, hig
inwa sel and his eyes glittering when he confronted James.

" Get my old duiiz,™ he coemmanded; “and hustle, Jamex?
I can't work in thess, an’ we're goin’ 1o work. Thare'y
rome one callin’ Lord William to Churchman, an’ he's got
to lie there within forty-cight hours. It's an even hundred
miles, Now, oid chap, i you're 1 sport, --rustle!”

With small regard for buttons and ripped fabrie Biily
Smoke procecded to divest himéelf of Lard Percival®a stiff
collar, #ilk tie, slarched shirt ancg*ma.%ed traurers with
amazing swift nesa. '

Thare was o look in his lace Lhat puzzied and alarmed
James when, his brawny arms Lare oad his brown shoul-
ders naked Lo the aun, he gent the canos out with powerfuf
strokes into the down-sweepiag current of the river,

3 v

T WAS five o'clock in Lhe afternoon before Billy Smoke

ran his canoe ance more in to shore. He mfada thirty-
five miles with the current without n portage, Three
Limes he shot through rapids that he had never ventured
to hazard before, and Jamea’ heart died so0 completely
within hlm and hia fat legs became so paraiyzed that at
last, when Billy helped him out like 2 beg of wheat, he
rolled over on the ground with a muffled groan snd lay

still. Billy laughed and patted him almost affectionately -

on the shoulder,

"“You're B true sport, James!™ he cried. ' You've got
His Nibs back there beaten to o singed {razzle. [ ain't
hezrd & whine out of you all the afternoon, an' I'l1 bet your
bones feel as though they'd been through a sawmill |
Mave round a little, old bey. You'll come to in a bit,”

He proceeded to gather [yel und build 5 fire, and by the
time supper was under way James managed to stagger up
with a pail of water, . :

"“Hi'm all in{" he apologlzed weakly, “Hi'm blistered
an’ broke from hay to z, sir. Hj feel as though ail the hile
was gone from between my j'ints,”

December 23, 1011

Billy had dug out a flask from His Lordship™
helongings, “Havea nip, James,” he invited.

A shadow of animation fiitted over James' waren
features. Never in his life had he poiluted Lord Pereival's
silver whisky flask with his own lips, and fot one Lrjel
mament he hesitated. Then he tilted his heud back,
applied the bottle, and a gurgle of delight rap down his
throat, '

"“Because you'll need jt, James,"” went on Billy. “We've
just begun our day’s work, yau might say. We're goin’ on -
after supper. There's some one needs ys at Churchman,
James —needs ua bad—mighty bad! Understand 7+

For zn instant a valve seemed to close in James' throat
and he blinked at Billy Smoke. -

“You've heen up ngin a'ciety all your life, ain't $ou,
Jares?  An’ you've seen loty and lots of pretty girls; bug
did you ever hear a prettier name than Fuith McKay?
Beats Hope un* Churity, don't it? An'l reckon it's this
here szme Faith McKay, who may be a litt]e Scateh or »
little Irish or n Titlle o' both—God bless 'er? —whoue
aprayin’ just about now for a couple 9” fricruds ahont the
wize o' Billy Smoke an® James Augustus Dolibs. So take X
one more nip, fumes. You'll need it. An’ then you can
sit dewn. § want (o talk to you while the hacan’s rying.”

As it might have awaited z schedule earthquake, a
vtorm of hlue violets in midwinter or o shipload of pretiy

+ girls from Londan, so Churchman waited for Lord Percival

Algernon Jones—that is to Wiy, none af these impossible
events could huve crested a greuler jaterest than the
unticipated wrrival of Hix Lordship,  Hle was the firg
real live lord to visit Churchnin thut then lived and
brenthed, unless one counted Donzld Smitk, wha afier-
ward became Lorel $tratheona and Mount Royal, and who,
of course, wes not a horn Jord but onty 2 made one. it |
waa known that he was coming some time this month hy
way of the Churchman, ‘and Bristol Gardam, manager of
the Farthest North Improvement Uerapany, kept sharp
watch for him; but in some wuy the Canoe of Honar,
twenty miles up the river, missed him when he did come,
At the minute it pessed a certain point Billy Smolke way
cancealed ‘back in the balsams enjoying a shave, 3 massage
and & general change of weuring apparel; and when at
last the current hore him majestically down almost along-
side the company's offices at Churchman, Gardam and his
assistants, collarless and in shirteleeves, were cheeking -
over for a second time the list of information which was
6 show the blueblooded tepresentative of the powerfui
British syndicate just how loyully they had performed
their work, Gardam was more than delighted with whut
he had achieved, and his mean littie face wore an nimaost
perpetual smile of satisfaction that showed two rows of
doglike and uneven teeth. .

Out in the river the canoce came inte view, Fora puz-
zled moment Gardam stared at it through a window.
Then he strolled out on the office veranda, still staring and

wandering, The office
foree followed him,

shakel*

He wrung James'
hand until tears starled
in the valet's palo eyes.
- "lave anmokel™

" Hi never smoked jn
' Lordahip's necsence,”
peatesled Jomes,

"But you amokes in
this lordahip’s pres-
eace!™ exploded Billy.

Something like o
glenm of reel human
gratitude flickered into
the lusterless orbs of
James Augustuy Dobbs,

Among other things
Billy had confiscated gn .
alligaterskin hendbag
belenging to Hin Lord-
sidp, a highstoned and
sristocratic-looking
affair ta be swung from
the shoulder by u strap,
nnd which he thought
. Bn omarment quite nee-
- emsary to his properentry

into Churchman, While -
- Billy cleaned up about
camp helooked into this:
valize nnd found it
’ purtly filled with papers,
umeng which- were n
number of lurge and
official-looking docua
ments. With one of Lond
. Percivals dollar-a-box
cigarettes between his
lips, Billy seated. him-

It ¥Wara Hand T2a? Woulda't Tirive in
TR Dark or BeAlnd Qno's Back o

Said Billy:

“James, when you
have a swell event gyer
in Lunnon, ag" a lord or
a prince of a king shows,
up. what do you do?™-

"I ity at an ‘ouse we
hannounces*im, Your
Lordship.™

- " Allright, James, See
that bunch up thers?
. Jump aut and ‘han-
hounce’ me,”

** But —but — " pro.
tested James, “Tthisa't
quite correct ’era, sir.
We only hannoupces at
an ‘ouse,” . .

Billy, with his eye-
glass gleaming, and stift

clathes, drew from under -
hiscuatthedeath-engine
which he had once ex-
plained to James,

" James]"™ . .

His voice was 50 hard
that it eracked.

With a gasp. James - -
tumbled ashore, With = -
one foot still in the mud
he faced the puzzled

" group on the veranda
and struck an. attitude
that no ane could longer
fail to recognigeis
{rom deep in®his chest

sueh as Billy Smoke had

- #elf comfortably fwith

{Contiaued Gp‘l’age 33j

% in His Lardship's best . - -

therezolled forth a voies - .
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wad something about them that tckled his hump of
humor: but James Augustus Dobbs wos like a red rug
fiouted in the fuce of an cutraged bull; and long after the
others had gone Lo bed Billy sat smoking beside the dying
embers of the campfire, seriously considering whether,
from the standpoint of humanity, he ought longer to travel
in James" company. For he knew that he would keep nix
word. In spite of his aminble nuture he longed for the
morning —even us the birds longed for it. His fingers
itehed for another grip in Jumes' glorious side-whiskers.

It wes nearly midnight when he took  laat look about
the camp. It was not the sort of camp he liked. There
were Lwo sk tents—one lor His Lordship and one for
Jumes. | There wid none for himsedl and the Indian: so he
wripped himsell in & blanket und weat to sleep.

Some time latee His Lordship was aroused from o resc-
less siumber by an unusuel commotion and strange and
mullled seunds in the zir. He ruised himsel( Lo a sitting
jisture 1o listen, Something was astir in the camp. |t
sounded o him likn the heavy bodies of animals struggling
vlova by, Suddenly un objnct plunged threugh tha {ront
of the tent and toppled him over in a heup,

" Daoti't be afraid—it’s only Hi, #irl"” gasped Jumes,
*The bloody warmint "as kicked me out of my tent, sir?”

“He'§ what?" :

" Housted me, sir—after pulling out "url my "alel"

Laord Percival Algernon Jones was not a coward, Soeme-
time back in history his ancestors had gone to war and haud
even [pught duels.

He fumbled under his

remember, and there ain't no special opportunities ever
cotne snooping round my back door, so Lo spesk—untd
now, There isn't no telling what [ might 'a" been if 1I'd had
a fair throw, like you have. 1'm genius lost—that's what {
am. I'vestarved an' 1've froze sn’ I've drowned, and I've
never hud a real biy dream come true, Now I don't want
you to shed no tears of sympathy over me, Perey: but just
the sume [ want you to understand how I’ ve been crawlin'
out o the little end o’ the horn all my life. An" [ enjoyed
it until I met you. But you've enlightened me, Percy.
You've made me sze what ['ve missed an' you've set my
insides hiling with ambition.  You've apoiled me-—an’
that's puzting it weak. So I've made up my mind to have
one grest big glorious fling if [ die for it. Do you under-
stand? From now on I'm goin' to make history up in
these here dlggings, {'m goin' to cut 'er open to Lhe iimit,
I've just seen what it is to be a lord—an’ ['m goin' to be 2
lord! Yes, sir—a real, live, bloodeating lord —withous
the whixkers; an' you're goin' to be Billy Smoke. Hegin
to wee Lhe paint, Perey?" ’

Billy paused Lo ullow the significance of hia werds to sink
in and primed the bowl of his pipe. Lord Percival stood
speechlesy, focusing Billy with the wild glare of his one
gnod eye.

* Begin to see the drift?"” asked Billy mildly. “*Hence-
forth en’ from now on ['m Lord Percival Algernen Jones,
an’as such | hereby take possession of everything belongin'
to Lord Percivel Algernon Jones, includin’ James an’ the

and care for Lord Petcival until his return some sk

later.  Then he went over to interview Jarmes, Thres
times that benighted individual tock a ducking in Lhe
river befere he could be made to see the new orbil in which
he was to travel. Inside of hall xn hour Bily's canos we
packed. and he approached Lord Percival His Lordship
had not moved a step.

“Don't apeak—don’t whisper!” begged Billy. *It's
a licking a word now, Percy, I've just come for the
eveglass. I've an uncanny hankering for thst thiag”

Lord Percivul made a moverment. Hix thin throat
twitched s if he were nbout to speak; But there was
somethiag in Billy Smoke's smiling eyes that mepped hinu
With the eyeglasa Billy returned to the canoce.  ~

"Jumes," he invited, “stepini” -

In one last foyal stand James atruck the attitude of an
unhearing statue. Billy came up very close to him und hia
teeth antled thraugh the stubble on his.face.

*Jarnes!" he said softly?

YHi—HI beg your purdon, sirl" exclaimed James,
stepping hn douhle-fulek to the canow. . .

Billy lost no tima in getting away, and not 2 word came
from His Lordship's lips. There wis samathing In his °
silence, in the gray pallor of his lean {ace and n the steady -
glare of hiz one eye that gave Billy his frst twings of
uneasineas; but the {eeling quickly passed. He knew that
Lord Percivel was anchored for an indefinite period.”
Nothing could induce the Indian ta mova in the fxce of

. Bis fina] injunction,
especially a8 by would

pillow und drew out
his silver-mounted
revalver. Then he
stubladd jout into the
moonlit night, tali
adgaunt and ghoutly-
loaking in his striped
mwjamas, tasseled
nighteups and hrist-
Bing mmustaches. Hilly
Smoke iwad turning
Jame :
sidewing, sothat there
would be roorn on it
fur botly himmel! and
Al Tielinn, when Lasrd
Jercival's face upe
‘preueedd ot thetentlagp,

with you, my man!™
Hsure!™ waid Hilly,
. e came out aml-
fng and compunion-
ahlie.iThe next
Pstant be waw looking
ulonyg the shining
baerel of [l Lord-
whip's revolver,
“Naw, my men, up
with your handx!"™
SSura ™ saiadl Hilly.
Billys handa rosa
obediently; hot in
rising une of Lthem
aent the revolver
apinnidg, end the
other, 2a hatd wn u
Lirch Kriot, landaed on
the point of His Lord-
whip's jitw, This time,

Jutned who fooked on.
A v miaules fster

Jurnes uasisted his

master to bis tent.
“Shsl I get out o

ba unable o under-
stand a2 word of Lord
Percival’s ruvings.
In addition tp thla ~
Billy hed told hlm
that Lord Percivel
Was ¢Tary, and that
he must watch him
closely wntil his e’
turn, Mesnwhile-
Bily plesned to have
the biggest time of
hix life. Back in the
valley-be had learned
a lot about Lord Per-
cival, He¢ wed the
representatlve of
the big Londen
syndicate that had
gobbled up every-
thing worth while &t
Churchman, and
he wes going up Lo
look thingy over for
his brother capital-
-ists, invested with an
authority that was
uniimited, More-
. over, there wasnot o
soul at Churchman
- who had ever had the_—
pleasure of gading
vpon his bivebldoded
[uce—u circumatance
of vital importance
to Billy Smoke. Al
in all Billy figured
that he-ought to have
8 very gosd time,
- His one pressnt un-
eusiness oy in Jamea
. A little bealore
noon he ran ashore
vt on s level strip of  »
" gravelly riverbed and
discussed the mitus-

zuit ofhextra pa-
jumnas, sir?" he asked,

Lord Jercival Algernon Jones sank down wearily upon
his bed ‘wnd made no wiswer.  fHe was not even much
interestind ‘'when about dewn Hilly Smoke entered unan-
nounced: and took awuy James by the scruff of his neck.
Threv=quurters of an hour later Billy resppeared and
kindly but fiemly invited His Lorlship to chioose bewoen
walking 9ut Lo his lreukfunt of being pulied out by hisheels.
That moerning Lord Percivel ale brenklst in company

- with Billy Smoke uned the Indian, while James, in-{orlorn

whiskers nnd atriped pejamag, difd un early morning wash,

Hilly %us cheee{ul. Al thut night 2 big ides wus awiftly
developing in his head. It wng so big that at times it
slugyered him,  After the meal wax over he induced Tlis

" Lordship'to step o few paces aside, where he explained it
Lo him, |

: s
" QU ;u:g. Your Lordship, [ ain't never had what you
Lok mighteall uoread aportin® echance up here in the
woodlx,” ha began, pecling ofl » pipeful of hard-cut inle the
palm of !E'u buml. “I've reugbed it almost sinee [ can

TI'M Maze a Weed WHE Tou, Ay Aamitt

tin baw-w-w-wthtub. You're two hundred miles from

nowhere an' you can't move a feat. without getting lost. -

I'm goir' to leave you heré with the Indizn. He don't
understand your lingo an® vou cun curse him all you want
to. My vally and me are goin’ on up ta Churchman. I'm.

soln' wo live like a lord if it gin't for more'n a week, An'.

yeu might ax well take it easy an’ keep quiet, for il you
suy two words I'll wailop the dickens out of you!”

“This—this is outlawry I guaped Hiy Lordship, his teeth
fuirly chattering. : . )

Billy S8moke calmly rolied up his sleeves, .

" Four words—two lickings!" he figured, *I'll let you
off Lthis time, Percy, just for decency's seke; but i you
open your trap again "

e spot on his hands. For one moment Lord Percival's
pule biue eye glared inte Billy's. His thin lips quivered.
Hia bloodiess cheeks were the color of ash. Then his
trembiing fingers full to fumbling with his eyeglass, and
without nnother word Billy turned toward the tents. In

Cree ho informed the Indiun thut he wos to remain behind

tion in more deflnita .

. . . detail with Jamea.
He finished by sitting down close beside that exhausted
persont and pulling from his holster o curious-loaking
weapon of black, shining metal, L

“]'m goin” to show you something interesting, James,”
he said. **Ses this? It's what we call an sutomatic—
an' you'll notice it’s got the picturo of 3 warwhooping auv-
age, with feathers In his hair, ot the handle. Thut means
it's a bad weapen. Now' —nand he touthd a spting in the
butt —"this.is whot we call the lip, an’ you'll olmerve
there's ten cartridges in it,-with another in the chamber—
elevenin all. Now [ shove this clip back—an’ you seo that . -
poad-lily leaf ="' e S

A steady stream of fire leaped funh'fmm_ the gun and . "

. the leal disuppenred. .

: “FEleven shots in four secondsi™ he went on, " Pretty ¢
good --ain't i, Jurnes? Now what 1'm ealling your attem .
tion to {s this: il you so much s wink out of the wrong
sida of your eye when we reach Churchman, or i youppen
your meuth to say & woed that ain't spoken to:-me, i'r.n
goin' 1o put eleven bullets Into you 5o quick Lbal. ¥ou won't

i




power of linmedinte recoupnent

amd round the free until at lenwth he
discovers two very smull and very green
spols of light, It is more profesional to
climb up and poke Brer Coon ous for sume
fun with Lhe doys, or even to cut down thu
tree, but the professional coon hunter is
s very upl Lo pot him with a shotgun, The
s u certuin utmosphere and favor sbhout the
coon hunt ab night that & not to be found
in any other sort of sport,  The coon hunt
13 Lhe ane grest buman shemoeriey. Nor id
the animal puran=] wanting in his own
cunning.  Sometimes he i treed but cannot
be Iound on the tree. The profesional
hunter will then tiv round Une truak of the
Lo, 2t high s he ean e .u‘h, wowhile ruys
ar even i band of curnst L Tl Ko
that Hrer Coon will not ok down over
this sert of thing, bat will youp there
untid the nest diay, when e can be arsoald
with al leiswre
Hluntim: rab

cwith ferrets i !m:wlu-r's
aptsrl, bul i i intenesting (o s iU poe-
Liewel == frast onee. | LUK areven bt whether
SUU e goimgg to et your ferret or your
rubllit after the fortper has gone down
a hole. Muost ferreters uwsr the ferrel to
utart the ralbit and u shotgun to gel him
when he bolts frem the eurth, s too niar
a rinch to be culled sportsmandike and i is
forbidden by the law in many statet,  Fuar
more ingemious and interesting was the
expedient: of the smail boy who used to go
out und et wontring of rubbity with l'u(h-
ing buat Bis coat aned o littde terrapin or
lasedl turtle.  He would put o |ni(-(~r: ol
hot meslinigwing o 4 short {I'm[‘-.h of candle
en the top af the shell of hix ally, and
tmlchinu;i(_ off pod aml hat would send
Mo T dn down

v did

THE SATURDAY

(o have plenty of AMallard ducks to eat,
although he wever fired o gun. e canghe
them in steel traps set under Lhe wuler,
and used no bait but o piece of Lright tin
Inshed to the pan of the trap, The ducks
would come and peek ut this curious objoct,
and ater on get themselves picked for their
curinsity,

Probably no one would lument  very
much if the entire breed of Fonglish spurrows
were wiped off the earth, At one Linie five-
bird contests were held o sparrows, but
these were nearly olways conducted in so
Dental 2ol inhuman 4 manners as 10 caowe
feelingy of revuision amony most of the
spectaters. Trapeshooting at pigeond s

- nune oo commendable in i bt furm aud

ix illegul now in mest states of the Ynion,
'I'he wparrow shooters used very fine shot,

with the result that maay of these litthe

Liedds would Be seen walking sbout with
broken wimg.  Heesuse- they were =o
small no trouble was taken te eoilect Lhemn
Sueh przetieen very justly brought tria
rhooting into general disrepule, wod it

row  pretty much contined to artibeid -

targets.  Really the best part about a
sperrow shoot was getting the bisdd in the
first place.  Foe this purpone the catchers
usedd oosguare net like s landing net, ats
tached to a loug pole, Sparrows very often

roast closely pucked together on the ivy |

of an ivywovercd wall; amd at night the
netters would simply slap this net ayainst
the side of a church or 8 house, usually
taking it dowa with severs! birds inside,
'i'hc l:.LL is not a very lovable creature
you look at him, not is he ranked
h:gh in th plany of spoctsmun, Yel &l ooe

EVENING PQOST

time in the Seuth, especially near New
Orleans, trap shools at bats were not un-
usuat,

Mrofessional bat-catehers supplied -

these creatured, which made a amall sand |

rather ercatic mark when they started to
fty from the trap,

Coursing the hare with greyhounds i
teyerded as legitimute sportsmunship, and
in England it is even the custom to course
hares and rabbils in inclosures, the intent
Lieing, of courue, to determine which is the
better of Lhe broce of dogs slipired in each
course.  An artificial system of scoring is
usn] In Lhis work, the killing of the hare not
necessarily determining the winner of the
course, There is a certuin {laver of excite-
ment in the hard riding of o race in pumiuit
ol @ coyote, with a big pack of dogs, overa
ringh Western. <ountry

AL one tine in the €
Fastern Uklahonn,
wuoted region with very few human habita-
tions, Lhe writer joined o party of residents
for o camp hunt after the winter's meut of
wiltd oy, Not o bud sert of camp hunt i

Jhactaw country of

uorough and heavily

wiik, Lwenty or tl_\irLy mil_o:x away from the :
nearest hotise, with Lhe intent 1o capture

animaly almost aa wary as deer.

in this ,

Liunting we rode cautiously through the !

woods and round the edpes of abandored
clearings until a bunch of hogs wi sightedd.
Then it was necessary o dismount and
stalk the game as cautiously as any other
sort of big pame.  The endeavor was, if
sossibiv, to shoot the animal through the
vad or neck and to stop it ot once.  Later
an [ discovered that some of these hoys
that we got had earmarks or brands de-
noting ownership. [ understood then why
it wus not considersd
wholly desirable for =z

hl' rubilit funy
ut that the
wag hot big enoageh
for Lwo) ~m|'h rui-
vatinnd. When he
Lnilml L by cinsgint
him i hiw coad,

The weiter e time
Tiunted wild turkeys
with a1 mun her whone
Bird dagd wioa full-
IHionded bulldige,
pun laoked w itde Inkﬂ
Iospserting doge
Thing that eoahd well be
fmunygined; fv{ tie hadl
nase enlih Lo trinil the
Triruds, ving Lreod
thaem, woyhl pothe
sincere eundegvord Lo
gnaw down the tree,
while attracting our uts
tention by wiving vent
to the wikh=t bull-pup
clamerings. Thisthree
rornere! [ nersngoemaent
proved profituble te
evervhady but the
turkess. §

Man fthe greatest of
st hunting wrimals and
1he one with the grent-
exl ingenuity, For in-
stuner, un old trappar
up in Britiah Colurn‘:'.u

This 3
: o

NATAY
-M;r 1;
iy

%

slranger Lo cpgage in
the shooting, We left

- which we hsd hanging
around camp, for they

book. It wus a touch-
anud-go country, =nd it
s wus just ay welt not to
have even -z scraped

notches misding.

. hunting hogsis the erst-
- while %\ estern pur-:ull
known a8 hammering =
slaw eil.

shooling & heel animal
thut wears the brand of
some one efse, A prent
many “slow elk” have
- been killed all over the

the corral fence and pot-
Ling the man esteemed
te be tao proficient in

slow efk.

ave somewhat [allen

neariy n.l“. #yH maneged

H
i

A Cump of WildsHog Manlers in tAg Wildarasas

_into disuse.

THE LAWILESS G@DLENESS @F BILLY SM@KE

never egzd before, nad little chills of joy
and triemph chased up end down his sgsine,

Bellowid Jan his vuice vibrant with
the pridejnnd groatness of twenly yuneri-
{inpxt

iy CTthoes, Chambedain of the Fx-
ehequeer, 'Lurd Pervivad Algernon Jones!™

“Right-01"" applaudel iiilly Sike,
crawling stitlly from the canow, " Now, you

wweel feorkers of churity, you re yoin' te )

st whut i rew) lord's likel”
P e

RISTOL GARDAM cums down from

the veranda like a1 man who was just
coming out [rom uader the elect of o e
of chivroform.  Hull » dozen lollowed him
nnd, Lo a mun, theid Jaws hung Tovse. Flis
I,-urdqh*p had uurprm‘d them beyond their
anil the
tinely worded greeting which Guedam had

been memprizing and pelshing lor a fort- | ¥

" night pasy sputtered snd bubbled in his

chest without urijculate so

the ice with u smash.
“Hella, Brivay, ald chap P e srroeld,

helding out o hnnd- on which Jutne hod

und, _UiI|y hrokoe

ity knuliilw Lgukhness,

(Cuntinued frem Faxa 18}

warked Jaithfully to reliove it of some of
“Hort o' surprised
you, uin't 17 Thought 1'd come up in a
rivate eue of 3 steunshigh, melibyt
tricdd Lo tie me up with o bunch of Indians
w’ white guikhs; bul thery t nu coun-
try onfearth that Lord Iérey can’t travel
theouygh nlone with o compass un’ B ey
Dam' nive country l.uu' Brats Injy an

*Alriky.xo fur you can't see em \Mlh a tole- -

KCope, Il you had o few licod an’ Ligers
an’ elephunty iU'd b ideel, Jumes!™
“You, Your Lordshipl”

U Nough, Jnen, 1 wanted to see il you

could talk, s been hard on my vally,
gentlemen,” .
Ile shook hands round twice while

Gardam and L others were finding theie ,
wily, sdjusted his eyeglass and ]:roducvd i
Lox o{ Laord Percivad's exponsive cigarettes.

M Huve g smoke, gentlemen,” he ‘invited,
an' doa't mind the lugubrious expression.
on James' fuce there,, Didd was u ar.ickle

on l:ll(;ul(.l(."—*.l. ey ar ol king —un' James
can't gut out of the halit. {*m the only
lord in the British Kingdom who can uke.
hin listr, cut wodd, ent out of u wash dish,

They -

an’ chew tcbacco, a0, don't offer me neo
sifver. drinkin® mugs or pad’ de foy grasi
How's business, Brissy?”
taplendid, Your  Lordship'
Bristol Gurdam, Then he found his voice
“You--you have surprised us, by Jove!”
he l.mggled. * Rut, il.'sfil.'s
surprive!
*Thoeught they'd send up same v.e.:k-
kineed, wolery-eyed little aristocrat, eh?
wsked Billy Smoka, “Let's take's look
round., U'vegothalls milliona{myo“nliod
up in lhlsayﬂdzc-\te, an’ I'm interested.” .
T hrw—qunrteh of zn hour later Billy sat
oppeaite Gardam at A big tuble in the
yuurters gpecially appointed for His Lord-
ship.. Ha heaved a rewl aigh ol reliel as he
lighted one of the faney cigars the manager
hal importéd from London six months
previouly in anticipation of tha visit,
[ feel easier—much easier,” he said.
"You know, we rather feared we wasn't
getling the ‘worth of our money. Some-

the ears on our hogs |

seemed to be the kind |
of ears that suited our ;

Western range. Qut ol
that custom grew the :
~aminble Western pas- .
time of hiding behind

gasped :

1 ;)Ie:s.s:ml.

hog showing the wrong :

Quite ax pmctlé.ﬂ s

Beinyg juter- -
preted, this means

- mequiring his neighbar's
DBoth these
Euzimeﬁ now, however, .

bady said you had too much conscience— -

an' Lhat won't wo!
is & knockdown uﬂ'.ur, you know.
fisla win, }-,h? ST e e

Thia succesy business |
Hardest .

Christmas Gifts

The wory and annoyance of selecting
them can be overcome by purchasing
the most serviceable of all glts. -

SWANSAFETY”

Fountpen

Is 2 git appeeciated by men
and women because it 1s al
ways ready to write mstanily
the pen touches the: paper.

SEWANS”
- Never Blot and
Never Lok

na matter in whal pos-

lion Lln:y arc camed,

Made in different

sizes and shiles, &

Solid Cold, Rolled
Gold, Sterling
Silver and Chased

Rubber.

S WAN LA
SAFETY™ ‘Handrems
i . and
Cuacaateed Usaful

. . Xmaz
1o give satislac- Gift

tion, as every
pert s made by

lLliIC& wﬂfkmtﬂ
and every pen 1
separately examined
belore lcaving the
factory.

For Ladige—The
THRwan™ s arwass ae
ceplabig,asitran v w
o a Clutelane praoarnnt
iinthe prarse of hassiiag.

FarMan—The " Suan
Saleiy ” 1an he caired o
Wriy qusithon b g ko, g
i vadine w Trag 1f Teal -
Hag, awl aiwags 3 gill
worth giving.

Aé ]l Statizaset’ sod Jewrery'

Price 32.50 to §50.0¢

MABIE, TODD & CO.

(takers)
17 Meidot Luww, HewVerh mssLu.u.um
124 Yurk S8, Taewcte 35-30 Eigh S, Lundet

‘Start Righ't'! .
GET A “BUCKEYE"

A pond St 1 4 wP amivasiise in the Ty baatnew
W meil ab iy Uher L Zuu a4 Legoac pun mend
nLulalin Doal ta s10pde — Yb smat 141 htlidor s wrenm ¢, ks
chiniran— v hin| Gt yroon Wl pecdt, (18 ueirpa’
AL hot prery Tuale habis oo

U 7o are 4w e O
19 pul vabeslde wryn m b socal-ated That —dl w
o T ek i o 1140k IR bt T e
1w g laatiar Tiia wa fnand fadinky W1 bt iX, LX

R T buns Pl dag ek

G thatody 108 naty fn thees Wiey and

B keye
wihl Lix theet [t 3onabpegeaial be cdealt s b £v ey SLe

UL b wary e s

the Linisa, 41 W ad uwXere”

Lcbing i by 304 .

Vran g
Lasmnbers are Jurl an waf ¢ Do kbeaw Lian eer taler.

U.'!w Bucheye Iacsbatec (e, 567 Enchid Axe..Socingtadd 0%

HOLDR ¢3aAt HOoLDE ¢

Two Hangers in One 0>

Ua £ elitoer way, back vr frnt. Pres 1phar
Lo npenn sRiFt or Arianer )l:xmn-—:dmu 1-
rluse—coie hand does 1t ail,

Llamp e uf hanl winel —won't ruad, 1 -

ek Ly m,.nu.-nr wores Bu 2%, I Bk B0 o
ratert s, han] bai P a0 BT RARger, DT wrrud dealy
wirmwe bral P tnl Rangre atl) e il gurgald,

WEST ELCO SUT BANCER (D, 45 3¢ Front S, Philsdedstis




anklin Little Six
6—30" %2800 .

“small six-cylinder car built

: In design and proportion,
sponsive, silent.  Eranklin
ughout, -

. RN
enger car—fully equipped.

ite for our new catslogua

AUTOMOBILE COMPANY
Syracuse N Y

i

Dandy, Boys-~The best grade Granuiated Unt Plug for pipes l
hort sinokes, {Also Ziced Plug. ) “*DILL'S™ won's bite yaur
1o “DELL'S BEST" " isthe talmeco that has the ariginai Havar,
‘or 40 yeard we have ased only the finest grade of old, ripe |
mellow Bufley “Uobaccn, The secret of i superiority is i
¢ carelul selection of the leal. :

DILL'S BET™ has stood the " Teat of Time." Critical smokers
‘where unrfservedly acknowledie thal there ix none better
"OHLLS -

1y “DHLL'S BEST™ to the dealer net tme. 11 he can't supply
wend us {0, for 134 oz, tin, . Enjoy a real smuke, —rich, mellow
ragrant. : [t will be yuur choice forever,

J. G, DILL, Inc,, Richmond, Va.

Lealers and Jobbers! If your supply is thort order now.} g

ling Co. Waolson's IrTetes Boais bur per-
K I 1l L okd L Lg%,
xS DoYouKeep A? e ek e, e
« Thlcayo Ahmmpl-e::mlym ol r1pemact by
sz | Cash Account? imttimmiiani
Bee. -{ Gaorge B, Woolsoa & Co., 23 Em 5b, New Havvu, Cr,

} COMBINATION POCKET TOOL of & Thowsand Ures
ne A Delight 10 Everyoze, A Beantitul ind Senaible Gilt

A Whole Kit of Tools in Ono Piecs. Handi-
. eat and mest uieful cambination 10 ever
. made. Ten iools all in ane
. picee and each
L of them of
everyday
- as¢ tomast
everybody,
Beantifully
ted and highly polished.

¥t puld to any sddress. Leather Cass 10 cenla sxtra
100 matal 1 Oonta extre, Agonts Wantsd,

INE CO., 1746 Farragut Avenue, CHICAGO, SLL.

2. It is the car you have :

. ' '}

Gardim's lictle eyes glistened.

Billy tried to appear calm, but there jot of papers to lock over: an' if you'tl
was 2 hued thumping at his hewrt,  Brita!  loave me N

“Certainly, Your Lordship,” eried Gar-

| "We've saved hall @ million up here—  dam, jumping briskly Lo his feet. “Shaff
| by hitting hard," he chuckied, We'va 1 return s¢ dinnertime?”

i zot practically everything in might, znd “Yea. An'—see here, Brissy. Can You
| when the new railroud comes up it'sgot Lo get hold o' this Faith MeKay—right

doilnrs ”

%o just ubout where we tell it Lo. We've away?™
: hidebound every possible terminal, an*
i there isn't an iron or coul prospect that  sir,
I we haven't got our fingers an in one way
| or another.  We seared out Lhe Fitzhugh T want to see her alone, An’ you needn't
; interests so that they sold to us for about sy anything about the visit. Understand? '

thirty cents on the’ dollar; an' Lhat ful-
4 Iow who came up with fifty thousand peared through the door thun Billy sprang

"”1 can have her here within half an hour,

“ Bring hes,” commanded Billy shortly,

Seareely had Gardam’s back disap-

to his feet, with a look on his [ace that

fafu it with us,” interrupted Billy, sec-  woulil have startled und amazed that
! ing the significance now of what he had individual hud he seen it,

- read in one of Lhe letters, " Good for you,
 Uriwy! And now” —he struck o match Le

“James ! he called.
A dnor heading into 3 second roomm

apply to o cigar that was already lighted — opned and Jumis appeaced,

P Mand now~—how  sbout - that MeKuy

| affair?”

"“Did you euli, Your Lordship?
For & moment Billy Smoke made no

I Gardam's hands rasped with a curioux anawer.  He seized one of the vulot's warm,
fsound  us  he rubbed them together  fat hands and gazed squarely into his eyes.

i exultantly.

After all there was semething strong and

“Coming out a little differently from likable zhout Jamey Augustus Dobbs, He

; understand how this MeKay ——"

s whal we expected, Your Lordship—5ut  was w man burjed under gencrations of
*right,” hesaid. * Couldn't be better. You nagan servitude: and the rip of Billy's

and, unlide anything he had ever felt

[ "I'moalittie rusty on it,"t advised Billy. before, brought once mare 2 llicker of

twenly years, an' throught

i know—that il we d

“Weil, McKay has beﬁns:luuuing herefor samething that was strange and new inta
e Government  his soulless eyes. Billy motioned him to
hegouhathnll’-m\'lestripthatholdstheon!y the chair Gardam had occupied, passed
good right-of-wey through the range to the  him the box of cigars, watched him while
| cast. [ wrotethe company about that, you he lighted one and Lhen apoke.
idn't yet hoid of Lhe
MeHuay strip it would beat us oul of a wirder as Billy proceeded.  Fis heavy ehin
million to reach vur coul landy over Lhery,
Na we went after it,  McKay would have  went on . evenly, - without interruption.
sold, but the' yirl - wouldn'l. Then we
found she had n half-interest in it and
harl heen to school for twoe yems down in
Prince Albert. That's what eyt the devil,
Your Lordship—the school. .We affered

James listened.  His pnle eyes opened
dropped. He uttered no sound and Biliy

When he hud finished James sal stunned
and apeechiess, the cigur trembling betweon
his purdgy fingers.
oWhat do you think of it 7" asked Billy.
“HI—Hi thinks it's ‘eilish, sir!"" gasped .

ten thousand —ffteen —twenly: she siuek Jaines,

like u little monster for a hundred '

"Wasn't it worth jt?* axked Billy
mildly. “Seems to me, accordin’ to your
own figgering, thut would have saved us
just nine hundred thousand. But f catch
your p'int, Brissy. You wanted to save ua
eighty thousand dollars more. You're 2

briek !
Billy shivered.

“That’s it,” Gardam exulted.  *And
we're going o do it! .We're going 1o wave
|4

ninety thousand — perhaps ninety-fivel™

" Did —did that men Walton marry her? ™
asked Hilly, finding his brezth = {ittle

ditficuls.
Gardam chuckled.

"Better than that, Your Lordship. e
went after her like 4 dog after 4 bone. She
liked Walton mighty well, 2n’ he posed as
un enemy of the company from the tims

For another three minutes Biily Smoke
taiked.

At the ond he waited for the nther to
speak, Slowly James stilfennd.

CHUmM with you!”™ he said at last. “Hi
am--3o “elp me."

For the fisst time in his life he dared to
offer his hand (0 w man. And Billy Smaoke
shook it until the papers cattled on Lhe
table, . ’ ,

Ve
IFTEEN minutes later there cnme o
knock ut the outer doer which set
Blly's heart palpitating, 1L was not Gur.
dxm’s and he knew it was Faith MeKay's,

James epened the dowr, admitted sore
one who eatered with a quick, timid step,
bowed with prodigicus stateliness, and
then walked through into Lhe inner room.
Not until he heard he inner doar close did

we sent him into the gume, You see his. Hilly ift his eyes from the paper which he
scheme wuy Lo [ake some sort of marringe * was pretending to rexd.  When he did he

deal if he couldn't get her ta put her

looked almost straiyht up, for Lhe il had

proparty Ln his hands before thut; and . come neac and stood with her two hands

then

“Varmone!” wid Billy, biting hurd ae

the end of hiy cigur.

“Just that,” grinned Gardam.r *We
were 10 give him five thousand when the
deal was pulled off und he wos to disnp<
pear: hut two things turned up to spoil
that. This Faith McKay is a beauty.

gripping the back of the chuir ut the aje
posite side of the table, At Beat he wuy
enly conacious of a pair of wonderful blue
eyes mecting his own--the eves that
women sometimes have whose beauty is
Tthe laughter of sunlight in 2 violet-blue
sky. Even in the pain snd the torror of
the thing that was Zripping like death at

she'd get mest any mun going--and = her heart that heduty flooded into- them

Walton fell inlove, ‘Top of that, after the
| girl had known him a little while she Billy’s (ace, surging with the red blood

for an instant as Faith McKuy looked into

wouldn’t have anything more to do with pounded up from his heart., He was differ-
him.  Then something happened—out in, ent from what she had expected.  And she

the woods, Walton sald they were wallka
ing and that he only tried 1o kiss her, But
anyway, McKzy found Walton and nearly

was different —with her wonderful. biue
eyed, her pale checks a litte lushed, her
brown-goled hair in a loase, rippling braicd

killed himan thespot. ;McKay stabbad him over her shoulder, her lips pacted in a tense

twice —and Walton lived just long enough
totellthestory. The police havegot MeKay

wajting that wus almost pain, Billy Smoke
rose from his chair, He had not intended -

over at the borracks —ond we're going to | thers should be -suck zn embarrassing si-

have that right-of-way within two or throes

days for five thousand,”
Billy had turned his back toward
Gardam and wos locking out of a window,

“Go an, Brissy,” he sakl.” “Haow are

yoil going to work LT

“i's ubout setiled now,™ eonlinmxt
Gardum. ' You xee there's no hope for
MeKay, Hel swing, But the girl Ldnks
there's hope; wnd 1'vo induced her to sell
sa that they can puy the expense of a big
defense.”

Billy turned back to the table, His face
was strangely white, bet Gardam did not
notice that, Adjusting his eyeginas, Billy
cpened Lord Percival's alligator-skin bz
and dumped out o masa of pa}I)‘ers. He dig
tkis for its effoet on Gardam. ‘Then he said:

"I don't like the idea of murder, Brisy.

But you've done mighty well. ['ve got «

lence, but. he knew that if he spoke his voice
would tremble; nnd so, instead of speak-
ing, Le stretched one of hiy hig; strong,
brown hunds across the table. There camo
a cateh in Faith MeKay's theest.  And
‘then, slowly, wonderingly, her eyis ues-

)Unning him like these of u child whe feurs. ©

and yet trusts, sho gave him her hand.

For un hour afier he had seen Faith
McKuay enter His Lordshin's HELHIRE)
Bristol Gurdam wuited for her Tedppear-
ance. He waited another half-hour hefore
his patience was rewarded. He was so
close that he marked the change in her..

" Her cheeks burned with = mysterious
excitement. Her eyes turned upon him
like blue diamonds, almost feverish in
their luster; wnd wonderingly he marked °
the quickness of her step and the new Poisa .
of her head a3 she turned away, her thick

braid shimmering like
gold in the setting sun.

He knovked, nnd B
him to enter. There v
Lordship’s face, toe,
puzzled. Bily was qo
Lo see that, and procee:.
manager,

"By Heuven, but si
cricd,  Brissy, 1 don
Wualton. Do you know

He stopped 10 light o

“She is prety, Yo
ceplied with 2 look thac
dusire Lo strike him, *

"Sit dowa !

Gardumn: dropped  ju:
Rilly smiled ncross at hi

“Lock here, Hrissy,
dentilly. *“You know
cun de unything 1 ple
you've dune su well the
tuking uny authority
Understand? 1 want >
matter - absolutely aeceo
ment. Now, don’t you

* wauld be pretty cheap |

Phere wis no mistaki
“UCheapr as dirt, Your
M Twenty would be ef
“IUs worth ten Lime
Gardam, rubbimg his ha:
Billy Smoke passed
smiled with the benigni:
thoroughly well pleused

- yuick perception,

“Now I'don't want t
your haneds," he repent
the stherity to spend @
you?l®

Gardaminoddel as he

“And Iidon’t wany ¢
went o Hilly, "1 dont

don’t payiher thicty the
thut property tenight .
with,  Jusi a sugrestion
us vou might sey.”
“Thirryithousand !
“Yew, 15 worth e
=0t it—te the compa
thirty . thousand tonigh:
think of it Brissy?"
“This time bo winked -
"Why i {~[ think w
Your Lordship.”
“Good!! excluimed I
cealed satisfuction. **Yo.
matler wo'that you can
Miss MceKay right aft
you?"' i
Girdamt nodded again.
. Aud there's another
I'it like wido alt 1 can f
understund —of course,
we cun cloifor her father?
v Nothing, absolutely
Lordship, | Even if we a1
that he was suving his day
when fie killed Waiton it

L The case s out ol our

murderer, fund, thera 1
ment {or that under the ¢

" MeDowelli tells me they :

him down to Prince Alber
week.  Nothing. on. eart
from hanging.” -

“Too bud,” mused B
you're a better munager ]

S0 was you I'm sure I'd «

thousand, | It's hard on k

S Um alraidi—1'd muke it—

Gurdam: fidgeted., X
“Perhags I am alittle

" ship,” he ventured. "1t

*Oh, doi't mind me!"
“I wanl you te do it, :
think it over. Use your
mnl, é don't want to tz
at wl u®ay from you,”

Ilis voive was so genini

" Bristol Gdrdam purred

slowly gathered up the ;-
arranging and resorting th
showed thém off mnost a:

- the little manager, |

*“Phis is+er—detachm:

- {or the Royal Northwest ?

~ Brissy 7" he usked careie

. with studious eard the k
- seuled fertér which he he

up in ‘the jwoods, sin't

“men?' - =
“Inspecide MeDowell,

three privufes,” snid Gar:

¢ Shaw iv down on the Litt

for g dog thief"

- Billy puckered his face
“That's bad,” he said.

horrow u couple of those n




i

" dentizlly.

braid shimmering like a sinuous rope of pure
pold in the setting sun.

He knoeked, and Billy's veice invited
him to enter. There was a change in His
Lordship's face, two, and Guaedam was
puzzded. Billy was qulck-mLLLd erough
to see that, and proceeded to enlighten the
ARG,

“By Heaven, but she's o blinger!™ be
eried. M Brissy, 1 don’t blame that man
Walton, Do vou know — ="

E[(: stopped Lo liwhe o fresh cigar,.

She iy pretty, Your Lordship,” he
repiicd with a ook th.u, Alledd BI“}' with a
dusire Lo sirike him, " She's

*5it down!™

Gardemy. droppet into the echair, and
I3illy smiledd zecoss at him significantly.

“Look here, Hrissy,” he said cocdi-
“You know, of course, thal |
can du anyihing | please up here: but
you've dimne so well that 1 dun't feel like
taking uny wuthority out o' yaur hoands,
Understand? 1 want you to handle Lhis
rmutter - ebsolutely severdin® to your judsy-
ment. Now, don't you Lhink ten Lhousand
would he pretty rhup for thut propeety?”

There was no mistaking his smllu

“Cheags s dirt, Your Lordship.”

" Twenty wauld be cheap, wouldn't ic?™

“It's worth ten tmes that,”’
Aiardam, rubibing his hands,

Billy Smeke passed  the clgars and
smiled with the benignity of one who was
thoroughly, well pleased with the oLlur\
fuick perveption.

s Now [ don’t want to tuke Lthis out of
your hands" he repoated. " You've got
the .;ulllﬂrll} to spend the money, haven't
you?” i

Gardaminodtad as he lighted his cigar.

“And Udon’t want to intluénee you,’
went on Billy., 1 doa’t want to influence
you ut alf;, but T just want to ask why you

s dadi’t pay her thirty theusand dollacsefor

thit property ienight and have iU over
with. Just w sustion fram the outside,
2% vou might sy

“Thirty:thowa

MY e,
it it - to the companng?
thirty thousasl lmm.hl.
think of it] Brisay?"

This time he winked -winked broadly.

“Why -1 1 think we'd better do it
Your Lordship"

" Gowl!!”
celed satisfnetion. = You can arrange the
matier s that you can take it up v.uh
Mise MeRay right alter dinoer, can't
you?™ i -

Goardaen' noided ayain, -

“And there's another thing, Gardam.
P'd ke toido all [ can for this girl. You
uncderstinn] ol course, s there anything

w1

She'd ke
Whut du you

we cunt do for her futher?”
" Nothing,  absolutely nothing, Your
Lordship, - Even if we altempied-te show

that he was saving his dawchter rom insuit
when he kidled Walton it would do no good,
The case is out of vur hands. He iy :
murderer, iand there i only one punish-
ment {or Lhat under Lhe Crowi. Inspector
MeDoweli tells mue they ure going o tuke
him down to Prince Albert some Lime nexc
wewek,  Nothing o varth can save him
from h:mﬂinq."

“Toe bud,” mused Dilly, “1'm afmid
you'ren butter munger than I'd be, Bricy,
1 I wos \uu ['m sure 1'd give the g:rI {orLy

. thousand. | i It's hard on her, tercible hard!
' afraidi~1'd make it—forty thousand.”

Gurdun fidgeted,
“Perhaps [ am a littte kard, Your Lord-
ship.' he venturerd. I you believe >
CUOR, doh't mind med™ interrupted Billy.
“1 want you to do it, you know. Just
think it over. Use your own good judi-
mend, .ﬂ don’t wany Lo lJE\e any autherity
at wl away from ysu.
1iis veive wag so genindly Hattering that
Bristol Gdrdami purred all over,  Billy
wlowly yuthersd up the sesttered pupers,
arcanging &#nd resorting them in oo way that
showed them oif most advantageoudly lo
the little manager. -
"This ister ~detdehment headquarlers

for Lhe ioy.l} Northwest Mounted, mo'tit, .

Brissy?"" he asked carelessly, serutinizing
with stodicus care the hewding of 'z red-
seabd letter which he heid. - " Pretty fur
up in the woods, ain't it?7 How many
menl" i

“Inspectar MeDowell, o curr}oml and
Lheee privaces,” said Gardum, Corpor.\l
Shaw is down on the Littie Beur, hunting

for @ dey thief,"”

Billy pucke r(cl his fuee thoughtfully.
“That's bad,” he said. *'1 wantwed to
borrow & couple of those men [or a week of
b

i
i
|l

chuckled -

IUs warth vven ten titmes (hat,”

enI,umuf Rilly with uncon- .

* that night's dead.

. Lordship,” he said in 2 low yo:ce
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so; but if they're goin®
Before
Gardam eould reply he leaned a2nxiously
across the table.  *'SNee here, Gardum.
After you've settled this affaic with the
MeKay girl I'm goiny to tell you some-
thing that'll open your ayes. An' meun-
while, as asort o' rewurd for savin’ us u few
hundred thousand on thisdewd, you have my
permission to write outa check Lo 3our-l-1[
for a thousand,”

Gardam's syes popped and hix voice
{uirly trembled when he spoke.

“Thats—That's nughly goml ur yuou,
Your Lordship!”

Ihllv raised his hands deprecatingly.

n\ulhmg-—-nolhm\, at all,
sueszredd hime

Then he smiled so significantly that
Gurdwin stopped himsdl on the point of
[urlh( r apeech,

Un-&:‘), v.ill you do me a Ltthe fuvoe?
he usked. " How long belore it's durk?™

Cinrdum looked ut his wateh., - -

“In ubout anr hour, Your Lordship™

“Waell, ux soon as iL's durk, ean’'t you
bring our dinner over here—if it won't
inconvenience you too much?”

“ 11, will be u pleasure,” wwured Gardam.,

“And then,” continued Billy, atill smil- .
ingr, “can’t you tuke me to this Fuith !
AMeKay's cabin withoul any one secing
us?  You see,” he expluined, #s Gurdam
began 1o purr wunderstundingly, *'ve gob
an invilation to take dinner with Miss
Faith.” i

After Gurdom had goae, fiifly sat for
many minutes in deep thoughl, the smoke
from his cigur rising thickly above his |
T,
snd went across te a mirror that hum_
on the opposite wall and quite seriously.
studiwd the reflection of Rimsell, 1t wus
a strong, sgquare-juwed, forceful face that
Jooked out at him, with keen gruy eves and ¢
4 mouth that was softened by the humar- |
nus and pleasant things he had aiways
found in [ife. 1Billy had never before con-
templated  himsell with yuite the same
emotions as he was experieneing at the
present moment. [ found himeadf tigur-
ingg up his age, which was thirey-four; but
he locked younger, so much younger that
he siniled elatedly.  When he cuoght him-
sell in the yluss he turned away, fushing
as hotly as though Fuith Md\.ty herself
had detectid him in the act.

Gardlam returned 8¢ six o'clock. bmu:-
ing with him a lurge basket, which Biily
transported to Jumes in Lthe room beyond
his own. He had already given Jumes his
instructions, but he repeuted them now in
4 luw volce:

" Hemember—put out all the Hghts s,
som s you've Hadshed your supper—and
lock the doors.  Don’t zdmit uny one,
Gurdam may retursa, but if the Hghts are
out he'll think you're in bed. You'li know
my knovk —theee of ‘em—like I told you.

Ten minutes later Gardam halted him
in frent of 2 cubin buiit of logs. Curtains
were drawn at the windows,” but Billy.
citeht the gleam of lights inside, He was
glad that darkness hid his {ace from Lhe
manager,

“Come (back about eight,” he’ said.
Y Bring the pupers with you. We'll settle
Lhm bu%me-.q right here with Miss MeKay
tonight.'”

He reached out deliberately .md nuds.cd
Tristol Gardam in the nbs.

" Have = cigar, Drissy i*

Gardum  went uway chuckling.

a

He

-turned in time Lo see the cubin door open

and caught o glimpse of Baith MeKay's
protty fuce in the lamplight s she greeted
Rilly. He was still rhucklmg when he
reLurned 1o the compuny's officey and sew
cured the two or three papers necessary lor

time.

resentative of the ¥ lul.hcst MNurih bmproves
ment C,omp.my

Promptiy ut eight he was back at the : :

MeKay cabin,  Fuith opened the dveor !
when he knocked. 1le glanced quickly into
her {ace; and in spite of himselfl the smile
that barely moved his lips flickered in his
eyes, [le had never seen the girl-more
beautiful, .

Gardam lost no time in getting down (o
busineas, He suspected that his presence
wis nat wanted, {or any leagth of time,

“I've made it ety thousund, Yuur
Al

I—1 guess ity going to be warth it.’

Ten minutes lnter Faith McK.\y hold

the mmpanys check fer forty thousand

to take McKay I
- down how the devil can [ do it?"

Brissy,” he i

Suddenly he jumped from his chuir ;

Hewna highly pleased
with His Lordship and wished him o goad
He felt that Fale was making him ¥
‘mighty popul.xr with. this powerful Tep- |
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ollars in her hand. With glistening cyes
" ae looked wt Billy. Gardam moved
s>ward the door, He was astonished when
Dy maid: X

“Wait for me outside, Brizay. I'll join
‘ou in about two minutes.” R

Billy closed the door after him end
arned Loward the gisl. She had foflowed
irn halfway and stood with the cheek still
1 her hand, looking at him a8 & wornun
ever looks at a second man. !

“Good night,"” he whispered.

Even Lhose two words almost choked
im. She tried to speak, but it was aniy 2
ttle sound in her threat; and when Billy
-ent Lo her, holding eut his hand, the blue
yes that looked up at him were 2 swim-
ing loveliness of teart. Billy Smoke
suld pot have explained what happened
ren. The next moment Faith McKay
-ag in his arms and his (ece was pressed
‘o8¢ own against her face; and he knew
2zt he felt lEe gentie pressure of her armx
bout his shoulders and that he was tell-
g her things he seemed now to have
reamed of, years and years ago, amid the
itting shadows of many lonely campiires.

Bristel Gardam waited ten minutes
:atead of two for His Locdship.

v

MHE next morning Bristol Gurdam
it L found His Lordship sick in bed. As &
wtter of fact, Billy Smoke had never fell
| atter in hia life.

My appendix!” grimaced Dilly in .
tplanation. “The cuxsed thing kicks up
fi0g every so often. I'mafraid { can't go
) that dinner you [ellows have yot up for
e’ Hescowled savagely and gave a sud-

2n twinge as if of pzin. " Yau'll give 'em
1y excuses, won't you, Brissy? Tell ’em

won’t last more than twe or three days
nd that we'll make up (or lost time then,”

“You'd better iet me send cver the
smpany doctor,” suggested Gardam solic-
_ously.

Billy smiled sweetly,

“Brissy, you don'L want me Lo commit
1arder, do you?” he asked. “I ecan’t
emefmber havin® a doctor mussing round
e since the day [ come b town; and if
‘ou send ane gver now " Hedoubled
p & big fist and drew it-significantly out
rom under his blanket. Then he revealed
is other hand, and with it o small pack-
ge plastered with big red seuls cleverly
ane in wax by James Augustus Dobbs,
ngide that package were two pairs of
1gged socks and odds and enda of paper;
ut Gardam never would have yUessd
hab in a2 hundred years from the mun-
er in which Rilly hardied it. He looked
-am tho puckage to (Gerdarn, a4 though he
suld searcely trust its secret to Lhe little
wnager. Then he said:

“You've got to attend te this for me,
vissy, ‘There's 2 hundred thousand dol-
s in this package and it's geob to start
p the river some {ime today. [ want
ou to sse Inspector McDowell and have
ira gend two men down with it. It'{l take
week todo the job; but tell him that it's
lighty important, ar” that MeKay ean wait
etter'n Lhia package can.”

A few minutes later Gardam rose to
ave, It was threequarters of an hour
ter when he returned, and as he came

through the door hiy eyes glistened
iumphantly.

‘' McDowell has crdered his men to get
ady,” he seid, “They are to leave this
‘ternoon.”

Billy gave a groan of relief,

“That's pretty good in Mae,” he said.
Leaves only one man to take care of
‘elay, don't it2" he asked casuslly.
Gardam gave his shoulders & shrug.
“h-chays dawn sick teo. His girl is
ith him.' i
Billy's fate waa turned to the wal], and
. Gardam did not see the manner in which
s mouth twitched or the exultant light
at came into his eyes. -

“Thisa McKay girl is going to take din-
- with me—here,” he said. “S0 have
Brought over a little early, will you,
fiany? Of course—you understand '
“Sure—Sure—1 understand, Your Lord-
ip," replied Bristol Gardam.

Looking out of his odice window,
ardam, saw Foith McKey when she
tered Billy's cabin. It was two hours
wer when she reappeared, and he ob-
sved that she went directly o her own
:me, At five o'cloek Faith returned to her
ther in hiz prison, taking his supper with
r. Bristol Gardam carried Billy’s supper
him et siz. Inapite of his sickness Billy
w3 Lhe happieat-looking man he had ever
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seen, 1t was nine o'clock when Billy turned
aver and said that he feit like going to sleep.

No sooner wax CGardam gone than he
hopped from his bed end called for James.
The valet entered from the other room and
Billy motioned kim to one of the two chairs
beside the table, He paxed the cigars and
both fighted in silence.

* Do you know, James,"” said Billy, 'L
almost wish you was going with' me?
You'd be 4 mig?_xty goed pul in 2 little

. while, old lellow.’

“Hi almost wish Hi were going, sir,”
veplied Jumes; “but Hi'm afraid Hi
couldn’t stand the strain.”

! They talked and smoked uatil the hand
of Billy’s watch pointed to eleven; Lhen
Biilly rao=e to his lect. .

“IU"s about time, Jumes," he announced.
“1 hate to do it, old man: Dut it's best for
you. 30T didnt, you know, they might
think you helped me. Mow--if you'll lis
dowu—there --ilut on your belly ”

He went to his bunk and drew out from
undec the hlankets several short pieces of
babiche rope. When he returned James
Augustus Dobbs was lying flat on his face
in the mididie of the Hoor.

1 wun’t tie your hands too ght,” said
Billy ux he went to work. “for it’li be
pretly danyed uncomiortable waiting for
some one Lo rome an' et you free

Quickly he tied Janus' hands behind his .

baek and then bound his feet securely
mlgel‘ht-r. Then be rolled his prisoner aver,
*“Thix yayg win't anything but a bluil,” he
went on s he tied theee hard knots in o
pikee of cloth, = {'m goin’ to twist it up
an' put it en the oor close to your el
When Hrissy comes in the mornmin’ you
can yell an’ tell "Im you just slipped the
thing o, Understand?"”

“HI do, siv, i won't make a sound
untif then.” )

“And now, Dobbx, old man —goodhy!™

“loodby, sir; han’ may good luek o
with you!™ :

Billy turned out the light. Seftly he
oprned the suter door.  Cauticusly he
stole gut.  The night way brilliunt with
starlight und he crouched low a3 he slipped
away [rom the cabin, hix heavy<culiber
rifle trailing below his knee, Al was dark
in the McKay cabin when he rapped ut the
door; but instantdy he heard o quick, cuyer
step. The door openw! slowly and he

reached up his free urm,  Faith slipped inta

it. She lifted her fuci- to him, awl for one

glarious morent he felt the sweel warmih

of her lips sgninsg hixown. .
“Everything i pedy ! she whispered,

¥rer
Ft\TTl( leed him  awiftly through the
night. Her little hund clung tightly
ta his and at last she halted him on the
edye of o smull clump of balsums, beyond
which. close te the shore of the river, lay
the three small buildings that made up
police headyuarters ut Churchman. Oneof
these buildings ¥as within a stone’s throw
of them znd separated by bome distunce
fram the others, Faith pointed toit,
“He's in there,” she breathed trem-

blingly. -1 don't believe they'tl wateh -

him very closely tonight - bcause they
think he is sick.”  Suddenly she gripped
hig arm. *There—look!"”

In the shadow of the little huilding there

appeared o Liny flare of light. The guard .

wis lighting his pipe.. Billy laughed
softly, and us he laughed he drew Faith
close up in his arms and looked down inte
her wonderful shining eyes, No woman
had ever looked at him as she looked at
kim now,

“Welve got to suy yoodby, Lttle gicl,”
he whispered. “ You must go hack an'
undress yoursell zn’ get into bed, so'they
can't luy anything up aguinst yvou Lomors
rew. Fverything’s ¢lear to you, ain’t it,
dear?’ We're goin' to strike west an’ north
into Alaskas, and after a little we'll drep
southward., You tuke the first mail down
an’ zo to my sister in Winnipeg, An’
then—"bout next Chrix'mug ——-7" "

Her arms tightered about his neck and
he could hear hee breathe, almost sobbing:

"Yeou'll come —then —."

“Ull come—aor send for you,” he suid.
“Now—yeu must go.'"

She drew her arma {rom about his neck
and took hiy fuce betwwen her hands.

“T'lL wait for you and pruy for. you,
night and day 1" sﬁe whisperad, and kissed

m, .

Five minutas later, like a shadow of the
night tgell, Billy Smake eame up behind
the log guardhause.  Peering round the

-

end af the buitding, he found himsolf look-
ing almost straight down into the glowing
bowl of P'rivate Ford's pipe. Foped was
sitting down with his buck to the logs, and
L wis many minutes before he moved.
Then he rose to his feet and Hegan to
paund the ash from kix pipe into the palm
of his hand,  [L was Buly's oppertunity.
Ford did not see Rilly's face and scurcely
krew  what  happened.  Only o gusp
eafed his lips as Billy's powerful haneds
shut shout his throat from behind, Not
urntil he hung limp and heavy did Billy
let him drops to the ground. Then he tied
his hands and feet and bound u thick cloth
securely over his mouth,  After that he
searched in his pockets until he found the
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koy that unlocked the loy prison. ¥
he swumy the door open o man stosd w
reach of his urms. The starlight sher
u bearded face, and Billy saw a pa.
slaring eves whose brightness mude
think of Faith MeKay's.

Hestretehed in o hand,

“I'm Billy Smoke," he snid,

A few moments later, from her «
ened  window, Fuith McKay suw

"shudows hurrying through the night.

the edge of the forest they stopped Lo |
two light pucks on their shouklers.
they turned their laces into the thou
miles ‘of desolation to Lhe west: ae.
they went Faith McKay knelt down bn
her hed Lo pray.

Oddities amal No¥eltie

Plagt-.te for the Gipsy Moths

HE gipsy-math fighters in Muassachu~
awtly have derived much encourage
ment {rom the success of certain recent
experiments which have had.for their
object the spreading of a plague amony
the caterpillars of this destructive insect.

The divuse in question is known as
Mucherie, or caterpillar cholera, and is ex-
tremely infectious, A cuterpillar suiferinge
from it stpps eating, becornes weak und
Jazy, sl ustially crawls up on some verti-
eal surlace, such 29 22 treetrunk or fence, -
where L retaaing motionless, Soon it turng
Hlack and before lopg it hangs there dead.
The slightost LouFﬂ sufflices to hreak ity
skin, and & thin, durk, offensive-smelling
liyuid fiows out.

Unmider the direction of Mr. Willium
Ttiefl, of the Bussey [nstitution of Huarvard.
atlempls were made to spread this horrid
malady smong gipsy-maih cuterpitlars in
i number of localities by introducing = fow
siek speeirnens amony them.

in one case some eak and willow troes
were feund 1o be infested by s number of
the Tnacts, estimated at ten (housund.
Two hundred sick and one hundred dead
vietitns ol duckerle were suitably disteiv-
uted, whereupon it spread with amazing
capidity. Within twenty-four hours many
cuberprilfars died, and a few days later 1t
wis reckoned that four-fifths of them had
succumbed,

Simiur results were obtained in other

pluces, one method of distributing the sick

spuecimeny being Lo hang o few of them in
« hammeck-shanped bug hetween brunches
i the midat of dense folinge, Under such
circumstaness the caterpiliars could be re-
lied upon to erawl out and communicute
the infection to the healthy insects on the
tree. It was found that, following meus-
ures of the kind, such egy clusters as were
deposited iwere pompuratively small in
size, contajning proportionately few ey,
more thaniour-fifths of which were emply
or infertiles

Caurerpillars Killed by the plague were
mixed with water in different ways, and the
mixture was either sprayed upon trees or
painted in rings round the trunks. One or
the otMr iof these methods muy prove
valusble wd o« means of spreading the in-
fection, but such metheds wauld be expen-
siva il applied ou u larye scale; whereas the
distribution of sick caterpiliams in the man-
ner above deseribed 4 accomplished at o
Lritling cost, :

In the fofests of Contral Europe Lhe nun-
moth, i -near relutive-of the gipsy, does

Tenormous dumage. Fortunately, when the

xpecies becomes numerous beyond u cer-
i point. it is wiped out wholesale by
watural outhrenks of jfluckerie. The sug-
gestion is seriousty made that the ravuages
secomplisheil by the nun might be yreeatly
fessened  thiough the spreading of the
diseuse by ;}ni!iciul meens.
! ;

Vaceines for All Discases

EFORE long there will be vac:

for nearly every allment. Tyyp
vaceine Is already an old story, Our w
army, rank and file, is to be dased wit
and the navy is spoa ta follow suit,

AL Bombuy the British Governme:
muking plague vaccine on a w holrsaie -
for all Indin, putting up oighty thou
dosed a day in tiny fire-sialed gliss 1.
one tube, one dose— given by hypode
injection. It is an 2imost certain pres
ive of infection; but nuative supc
tions are zguinst s employmene and
ditliculties are encountered in the use «

All the grest epidemic diseuses seet
criginite in Asia, and thenee travel ©
ward by way of Russin fellowing the ¢
of Attilaruad Genghis Khan, They pro-
along the caruvan routes of taday, T
fur exasmple, grippe—a typical highly
fectious germ disease —zppears in 4 mi
nant form in Centrul Asia once in & cor
number of years and journeys toward
selting sun at o Tegular rate of (wonly-
miles a duy —the ordinary speeet of a o
vun—adonting a soddenly acederated |
on reachine the longitude of railroads
express Lruing, :

One ol the worst of these Asiatie m
dies (4 chalera, about which reeently ti
was somewhat of  scure in our own coun
We had (rightful epidemic: of it half o ¢
tury uod more ago —in New Orleans
clsewhere,  Henee it is plewsing to Lt
thut the mortality from this discuse
heenr reduced o a rfefatively trifling tip
by the use of u speeilic vaceing,

All such, vaceines nre muosde in the o
way —Lhat'is 1o say, by breeding the g
of the disesss, whatever it may be, in
soupy, and then killing them by raising
tuid to the boiling puint. Nuthing o
Hhe more simple,  The microbe Lroth :
prepared is the curutive agent, adntinist.
by the hynodecemie syringe, .

[hese  vaceines —otherwise . known
dead eultures—have been ysed most -
rexsfully as preventives und*even to s
extent s cures for a number of diseus
notably pneumoniy, carbuncle, infiam
Lion of the kidneys, and the very danger

. disorder known us childied fever. For

treatment of pneumonia, in cuses alre
developed, the germs are bred from
sputum of the patient.

Boils, and even Riggs' Disease-
bacterial complaint which causes the t
to full out —are suceesslully treated by
means; and the same method s b
adopted for dending with certain dange

“forms of dysentery,s One of the latt

ecaused by o baeterium receatly discov
by a surgeon in our own army. Majo
FoRussell, and namasi by hioy Baallu:
This particular Lacillus - hag been mas
troulile of lute in the German army, 2
vaceing has been manuinetured {rom it
used amony the troops of the Kaiser.




