s

r

v and loaked into

s - wondering how

. .this was meant

ing ten when Frikner reacrhiol the
piteh-black collilestoned strest Lo
whichhis letter hud dirocted him. [t wna o
.cuzious letthr and an unusual hour for an
“appointment with o rich.man: But it struek
* himn, a8 he stopped to light his pipe, that up
o date’ the streel waa the most disquieting
Sdeature of all. [ ran close along thy luke
front and smelled dunkly of fish, tur and oils.
It wad nartow and the huildings rose high
va each wide, unfighted wed black, giving a
tunnel-like offcet Lo the parcage bLutweeh
T othem. For a few maments Falkner stoéd

: Tiir: bigg eloek in the city hall was strike

the mouth of
this citi abyss,
whence cume no
-sound of foot-
steps or voice,

he would fird
the number ha
wanted and
why it was that
a millionaire
* chese this sort
of & dungeen
for his afficrs,
Suiddenly, .2
, block and uhalf
down, he azw g
thin strenk of
light shoot out
into the street
and remain
there, and he at
once’ made up
his mind  thits

Ltoguide him.
Puiling at his
pipe wnd with hin right hand in his eont pecket, whero hin

s Jingers touched nehilly it sutomadic revolver, Falkner
dived into the durknras, -

There wan something ahoet his present adventure thut
curiouly stireed Fxlloor, (o wham adventure uf one ot
cof unot! er had heea the spige’ of pxistence ever sines ha

© had'left rollege. Nevar bl ho entered intn u thing mora
blindly than he wan poing intn this. A week belore, a
letter had been detiverwd to him aboard hix aloap nt M-
wankre--a fatier which he wauld have attribtedd to a
erund or'a madmun I it haed nob bomg the rignatuse of
a well-known Chicage millianaire, A mang ather things it

- urged upon him, i e valued B fogure Deespecta, Lo be on
Baend at neemnin appointed lour ot n eertain ntinher in g
evrtain street in Chiengo: and inelosie w o o cheek for five
hundred dollars as u guaranty of fith on Lhe part of tha
sender,

14 was just five minoles
Falkner halted under the «
second-story window,
ber he wanterd,

Atarrow stairway, blacker (han the black street, led to
the secand floor; and Fulkner stumbled ur, nking eon-
siderabie nnike heentae of (he sl narrownew of Lhag
steps, Searcely ol he ronehod e tofr when a doner oponed
nrik 2 flood of bkt pavred farth, I Chis ljrht stood & nran
whom Fulkner had never seen, and whear round, pink
{ace, good-hamored wnile nnd elerful cerpaleney e
pelled in aninstant haif of the doglits tHiat 13 e ek sl reet,
und the blacker stairwiy hatd fureod upon him, The man
uppeared to be shout [y, thouprh Nis warteropped hair
was almost white. e way Dutligr vigarously st oa big
Black eigor und chuckled audibly when Falkuer stumbled
wt the st step, .

*No lights out here,” he apologized.
Jim Falkner?”

It ia," maid Maliner, .

"Of course it 1s* £ knew it. Fonlith quarstion,” jerked
cut the other. “In ‘uet, I've pot yuur -filetury on my
demk.”

. Hereached out a hand and Falkiner was surpeised ab tho

Fust the sppeinted heur when
rewen of light that shot ou of a
struck o mateh aml foumd the pym-

"Is this Captuin

. strength of his grip.

other bad alrewdy pulied (rar 5 latlring w

“Cut it out of a paper when you
abip,” he expluined,
The sceundroly who
be hung.”

Falkner Tuughed ax he arcepted the

fonned that lemt capper,
bty gt plece of work thatl
beat yau out of yenr salvagy ought Lo

eignr which (he
pwkiet,
ho sauddd,
Cowe in”

- auppoee T ought ta axy 30 this is M Winn,
"Yed; I'm Winn—J. Cortianlt Winn.

T L LY T YRATERD

CWeTre Geiug te Have Zustsantiens Mew = i Dary
Tuanm Hulas Thraugh Youitt

he replied, It arquses my curimﬁ“‘_
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By James Oliver Curwood .

'Y . HENRY RAL
< Fulkner enterad trom the main hall ina

s yetamalier one and Winn closed] the duor
behind them.  Thea he npened a secand
door ind yently theuit his visitor ahead of

hull 2 dozen chalrs 2nd an empty bookcasa,
The floor wan hure.. Direetly over the tably
hurned a amaldl mrclight; and under this,
) gazing atraight at him
ar he entered, wua
reuted a young woman,

“"My daughter—
CaptainFelkner,” aald
Winn :

The girl bowed
slightly, Her hromd.
brimmet hat alieeni
hier tace, but not

him it remarkable
beauty. Yhe continued
Lo garsal him intentty
for a mament, her Tipw
pattord and her dark
wyre fiiled with o gum-
tioning cupiomity. A«
Falkner seutped himael!
appasite Winm hoe
ravpht aglimime of her
profide sudtha glint of
Ltim fiyht i ber hair
U the tabla Lefura
her won 2 dlininutive
peper rad, oumd 1n a
il morecco cover,
and betwean her fin..
@ora mhe held a allm yellow pencll, Falknere foeed Lhe
millionaire shipowner with now and Ulecnnesdod {nleveat,
"1 won't detain ydulong, Captala Falimer” soil Winn,
anid hin voles berame sharp and declaive,  [laran s nurniny
ol popera lietween his Sngers 24 e continied: ™ You' ara
undoubiedly pyzeied ot my cammatalestion and you witl

B arca ruyatined heloro [ um through. . {Ona thing § muzt

ask af you, however, belora [ contines witk the propositing -
that 1 havs in mind: Whether you aceept Boor.nat, |
muat be wesurmd that not n word of what pasas Intween
us s to o beyend thiy room.  1f you do pat nish 1y oo
Ao the adventurs which | have o

I mind, and wlieh wiif tuka porkaps

ki intoa brililantly Jaghted room, in which .
the gnly furnituse scemed to by 2 hig table, - .

enoughtoconceal fram -

ey

Jeptember 2,

hand —"['ve gat your teroed down in black
aml white [rom the day you licked that
country schoal-teacher down in Ogantz and .
" then bolte! for the city. [ sent a man down
to your old cauntry home to find aut what
you were as 3 Loy, and ['ve lollowed you, year by year,
cleun up {o the present time,” C -
Falkner gave a yiop of astonishment. He looked at
Miss Winn, then stared bock at the shipowner,
“[ hope you missed sorne things,” b aaid. .
“A-fow —perhup,” resumed Wing, gluncing over the

£r 6w

“Papens: “butwe at least discoversd enough to neovae that

you rre tha mad we wunt.  You had ambitios anil winger
enough Lo work your way theugh the 2 henring counse
at coliege. Then you went down intu.Mexico and heelpmnd
to build 2 'railroad, snd made & deuced good record for
yoursell there. It wus mighty unfortunate fur you that
You got mixed up with Yelsequez and that [{onduras
revolutienary movernent. ["ve got pretly good acrount
ol your fight at Chico. where you captured two [orts and
pat three hundred Government troops to rout with anly
forty maen. By George, thut was a dandy? I want to hear
more about it sometime.  After thal You went inte the ©
flibustering gnrmo twice and did the jobs up a0 neatly thut
¥ou pulled out with fiftern thousind eush.  ({ere's a.
hiutua, { ean't understand what beought you to the Goeut
Lakes, whers ils b procty tamn; Lut | enn guews - Lrvnsune
buatingl You've Lewen rearching for sunken: shijn und
you've founil thera. One ol thase aliips would have macle
you rich il you hadn't bewa Loo hongst o get away with the
cofspwer.

Yo wew, I'my confident you're the man [ want, A fiuls -
matter ol boliling up a ship on Lake Supwrior and ahdut.
Ing elght of her prasengers will be juat o anet of hobiclay
reeteation for you, That’s what | wand yau ta do.”

Falknior had peovered hin melf-posseion, Coolly “he

“retighted his eigar, which had gone out.

S Thiskeallmighty interrating,” he sabl, with an amifinua
hardnoms by his voies,  * You've KOSW 0YFT Iny himtory and |
ot tha end you miom me up us o hitheclis ‘eriminal, Ehr

A lyw exclamation that was searerly more Uhian a utier
g throat sote rume from Che girl. “Falkner looked st ruihe
nt Ker, wandering if sho would rppruk.  ler ey wers filimd
wilh a audden painful unxirty us she lpoled from him ta
her father, ’ - .

it Heaverm—nn!" slineat shautml tha shignwner.
UFalkner, T want 2 mant —anid o man jn't 2 ertminal, {(
U've'given you a weong improssion 'm n fool, Pes enilied
sou tiere breucme | el that [ ean place almolute conddence
In you~Levaus, o thee words; you nre Leave, sdven-
turoua nind at the sume time hdnaralde, Yeus're the anly
man of your 2ot on the Lakey anid you miust undentand .
tha' conticlenen [ plaee in you when § (¢l you that [ am

® month of your time, wa are lo: -

shake handsand forget that wo have
ever seen cuch other, U you lin
me [ will pay yvou twonty-five:
thousand dollues for your month'a

wervice.”

Fulkner's glunee shot from Wian
tathegled Hep beautitul eyen wers
tlowing with subdued exciterment
nd sho Jooked ot him, |

TUThat's rather wn unuaual prica,
{0 offer an ordinary lake captain,”

ity. [ ean ealy glve ¥ou my
ward that whatever you may say
will ba regarded s econfdertial,
M you can aceept that you may
£0 on."”

A curious amlle pluyed over
Wina's face.

“Tdoacerpt it, Folkner,” hesakt, ©
Yhisten ! 1la leaned hall over the - .
tablo, his plump hunds cluapedt In - -
frontof kim, "Thixvivn remurkable
ndventure that { am about to put -
inyour way, Succes means —wall,
everything 1o mel [ have been
planning it for months and up uagil
onemonthaga theons thing I lucked
wis 0 man—~4 brave man; n man
who waa willing to take n risk: a
mun whosa word was s good as
Government bond, [ remembered
you becuuse [ wis one of the awners

ol the ship whowa. copper ant
you lost, | Iero—right hora' -~he .
Pausedd to tap the pupers under hia o :

AMcGras Flat Upsu Ml Hack, With a Glant of & Haa On,

Mit Cxotd, Duwaily Thrattiiny Hing
. i i
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" Lo my dauphter, Fualka

g THE

neactieally surrendering my own reputation, a3 well as
my dnughter's, into yaur hands. Il you eannot hove fxith
i me will you in Gladys - M Winn?" i

Aynin Fulkner looked at AMixs Winn, The girl's cyes
ml his with cleur frunkness, bhur she did not speak, Her
silenee wis beginning to disturb him.

“Goon, Me. Winn,” hesaid. 1 am at least anxisus Lo
heuar something of the business which you have mapped
vut for me.” .

* [t ia this," said the shipewner in a low voice, nfd the

- wirl feaned nearer. " Three weeks from toduy the steel
feeighter Uranus leaves Duluth for Buffido with a Ioud of
wre. Inher cubing she will carry vight pissenyers —all men,
1 want you to board this freighter, kidnup those eight men
amd hide them somewhere in the wilderness along the
north shere for 3 week or ten duys. At the cnd of hat
time your work wiil be done and { will hand you a chock
fur fifteen thousand dollass. [ will give vou the first ten
thousund tonight if you agreo to do the work, Aoro thun
this { cannot tell you. You must romain in the dark as Lo
my maotive for kidnaping theso men and hiding them away
for o time; but | oean assure you there is
practieally no danger in the undertaking.”

note. A dozen times he read the words she had written,
slow flush burning in his face. Ay he refolded the slip he
naticed a bit of writing on the other side of the paper. Ina
carcless hand the giel had writton:

*Caplain Jim Falkner, Pirgte.”

- I
THREE weeks and two days after Faikner's first intee-
view with J. Corthamdt Winn, the slvop-yucht Silver
Fox luy thirty miles off Thunder Cape, riding fuzily and
with a secarcely. perceptible rolling motisn in the loug
Buperior swells.

{n the bow stood Miss Winn, searching the level sen
with a pair of powerful binoeul: As Palkner eame frum
his cabin hestopped for a moment in the shade of the deck-
house to look at the gicl, whose tall, sleader form was
silbouetted against o late alternoon sun,  Shie loaked
bewitchingly giclish as sho stood paised 4 stor two hack
fron: the rail, her shining hair done up in & hiz long braid,
her white arms bared to the efbows, and the light brecze
blowing curling resses about Yer Bure wn ~houlders. He
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ren, mysell. And [ am deing this ——  §fe slopped
aguin, and she aaw hix throat twitch, *'1 am doiny this,
not far the money your fulher & paying me, but for you,
H T am doing this rannot you be honest --f2ir with me?
Cannot you trust me?” ’

He was almnost sarry that he had spaken. For an instant
the tremulous took of pain that he had first abserved in
Winn's otficr shot into her eyex,  The color left hoer fute and
her Hps guivered, as though he had hurt ner. Shewrotean
her paed and he saw that her fingrers trembled.

“lamsorry,"”shesaid. " Ieantell you nothing - nathing
more than you shready know. 1 trust my futher, [ have
fuith in you—absolute! Can you not have faith in me —in
us?? '

“In vou—yestt he eried nuickly, and somehow her
quiverimgr little hand came into his,  * Aliss Winn—
Gladys—~fongive me for what 1 am about to say. [<onot
fear for mysell or for-my men. 1 understand anml they
understund what we are undertaking, But it i3 you! -
Listen! [ eun run to Thander Cupe, send you ashare and
still uvertuke the Uranes tonight, Wil you let me do

that? I there ia danger—amd | um LI
there Is—you must not face it. | wiil board

Falkner™s strony face lighted up with an
amused amile.
“UOnly a litthe matter of pitucy, eh?™ he
Lwoghed. “And do you know what that
means, Mro Wina? On the Great Lakis
i subjeet Lo the laws of the state for
which the vessel upen which the piraey is
cormpitted i bowmwd,  The Urnnus, FOU suL,
will load for Buffalo. In New Yok the une
Tpenalty for pi B death, Dew't assunme
that Lamafeabd. Likeexeitement, Perhipa
Iam too fond of it. NMut as for fivine the
blaek tag el committing erimoe —- !
You won't be conimitting s erime ! el
n, striking the table with his fa¢ hand.
C1ogihve vou my word on thae, Fulknee, ]
know iU faed Lo belteve, but ICs true. You
run absolutely na sk, excend the smull sue
of holding up the vrew of the {reighler while
youunlond her passergors. You ran't believe
this, af courser so ve arrnged for a way (o
chickinate vour suspicions, Woull [ saeric
Ask yoursell
that. And she is (0 aceompany you. She is
Lt eupataiin the expdition, Yaou are to abey
her ordessimplicidy. 1 you beenme a pirate
she becomes one.  1{ peril fnews you il eGn-
franws her as welll [ amesending Ter as 2
plelye that in boarding the Urinus sid kid-
png her passenygers vou will not be com-
mitting 2 erhne. You will so complecely
surprise the vessel's erew that, with o litle
display of srmy, they will give vou no trouble.
You will need hall o dozen good nen Lo boaed
the ship, armed with revolvers. Load the
Distals with blank enrtridyes, bat give eaeh
Cman some sort of 4 weapoas o send-billy,
fur jastance  that will stan bat noy kil if
vou are forced o light. What do you suy?
Will you undertake this expodition —-under
Gladys, my dauphter?™
With thae sofr, strange Lhroat sound, so

the ship tenight, bul you must go ashore.”

His voice andd eyex toid her more (han the
words he utteced, He still hebd ber hand:
antl she answered him with the besutiful
glow in her eyes, the pouting of het red tipa,
as she shook her head— the ealnt surging
ek into her cheeks,

“You must o ashere ! he reprated.

She drew her hand away and wrote rapiddiy,
aml he read the wonis 2s they came frnm her
1eneil:

11 you care at all—about me-- yog wiil
let me go with you tonight. §aill pot g0
nshore voluntarily. I you foree me ashere
you will be o truitor (o me., [ must share
Lhe responsihility of what is gning ta happen.
It is neressiey - Lo save yau from [roaible
peril!t T refuse to let you'im o glone,

Her face was white again when she looked
up,  Hee tremutous Bps made an offort au if
o spestk e then suddenly she turned and
I-ft him, runoing lightly th her cabia.

For Len minutrs Falkner stood staring out
over Lhe luke tosird the binek trails of smole
af Lhe appeoaching freiphters, Then he
reiurhed to his own seom and wrste an a
Pivra of natepapert " You'te 2 Hitle brick!
The Uranus is ia sight -the third ship.
Well haurd her at the end of the first wateh
Lomight.,”  Amd then he adided, with a happy
smile: Captam Jim Falkner, Pirate

This note he delivered to Mig Winn by
the wotman coak.

Ir

158 WINN nnk her meals in her nwn

little eabin and Falkner did nel <es hep
again for muny hours, AL eight o’clock the
Rilver Fog wad tunning three-quarters ol a
mile astera ol the Uranus, aml Falkner had
u Gnal wdk with his men,  There wers six,
inefuding himself and not counting the eng-
reer. On this trip the regular stoker had

like (he fluttering nofe of a bird, the pirt
sutldenly lesned over the table gud held aut
one of the littde piges of the notebook te
Fulkner.  She smiled steaight into bis ey, and then sho
potted her red fips pleadingly s be took the stip, upan
“which she had written Lhe following words:

T must unfor-
o say. But I can hear.
|

Tlease parden me for nol speuking.
tunately write alf thut [ liaw
You will go, won't you? | Pl

With w curious thrill, Felkner understaod tho meaning of
the disainutive jsul under the slim white hand of the ship-
awner's duughter.  She could not talk. Bhe was dumb,

“He Jooked at her again. . Her meuth was st841 poutl; her
vyes glowed with Juntinous mind anxious questioning.  Ju
wux thix-girl, und nol Winn or the fortune he offered him,
that he thought of row,  Her beautifui fae pleadixd
with him sl he fell a sudden tremplous stie within him
that held him silent while he louked into hop pyes. [er
ips moved,  He condd see the words s sl fratenod ther

“You will go?  Please!” She held out o hawd to hin
wnd with o low, steunye laggrh he elaspod the haad in his
wwn bif brown palin, trembiing ke an excited hoy.,

“Ye; Twiligo! I .

He felt her tingers tghten about his, She laughied —a
aweet, voiceless luuh - her ark ey plowing with joy
and in that moment Falkner folt tiie earth sfipping awny
from under 1id feet,

PP owill gnt e soid aguin, speaking ta her alone, 'L
will ro —with you ax my captain.”

An huour Later, in the eabin abourd ki
pulled two slips of paper from
chivek for Len thousansd 5

"I um Bolng TAlr.Not far the Mongy Your Father I Pa ylag Me, But for Fou**

" drew a deep breath and stepped forwnrd. The three days

they had beena together sinee leaviug Duluth had aped
with blisful swift ness for him and yeu i sermed as though
he lind known her for years.  They had been days of o
stewdily increasing yesrning—days of joy; d of pain:
days in which thees had comne to him, in tl e hnur,
hope and hopelessness. Ard with Giese there wan i growing
fear - fear (hat this girl, inospite of Wine's protestations,
wit {acing a deadly peril. :

She turned as e came up, with one of those sweet smiles
that made hing want Lo tuke hee in his aema.

“Lean make out theee (reighters, she wrote on hez pad.
“One of theny is a hig boat,  TLougirt to be the Uranus.

e toak the slasses from e hand.

CIE s he sadd goietdy, after o fow momenis, "1 ean
tetl by her funnel”  Before leaving Bis eabin he had
steeled himsell for o cectain wopleasene sk, and Che yirl
saw samething of wh romning in his eves. Her facee
Became serivud befare he laud gpokea, ™ AMiss Wing,™ he
aaidd, "1 have pearuined mysell from guistioning yvou
during the past few daya, bur [ leel than it is oy du
now i spite of my coutract with your father, There has
tema a change T Ris volee trembBled o it s he
cume near to the trnth that wis making his heart heat
exeitedty nad Chat sent again that telitale dood of warnnk
o his faerws " There has cotge 8 ehaige  inme! 1 musg
kpow, Why is there need of alt this mystery? Why nm L
about to bousrd that ship?  What is the reason for the
abtuetion of s pasenpera?  You know.  You must
know. I oam orisking everythisg Bindly —my ohip, my

bren eliminated and the cook’s place had boen
tilleal b are of the men’s wive Falkner fulr
thut he could Lrust every member of his ere larkson,
Findy ami MeGruw were ofd companions in adventure
wie would stick by hit in any preject; Hawki
crgrinees, had aecompanied him to the Lakes from
titibustering expedition? -Petess, mate and w heolman
I in his service foc two yeurs, Only of Sollivan wos
there agquestion, atd Falkace sllowed his eyes to falf mere
fulty upon him us he gave his tinal instroctions,  §le xaw
that cach man was armed with a short sand-biily and o
exch of them be gave an automatic revolver fomded with
idank eartrides.

" Don't fiee a shot unlss you e eompelled to,” he
waened s Vand then, if you can, shant so thai yone powder
will e foit. Aad don’t erack any heads with the billivs,
You're going to et o thousand dolfars upinee for this jols
atd wetve gol todo Bt without serioualy injuring a person
aboard that ahip."

AL nine o'vlock Be went te Mis Winns enbin ond
knocksd upon her dooe, The girl apened L. She had
chunzed her light suit for o heavier nnd darkee dress, and
Taed cotli<d bee hade apon her head, Her faee waa
sl pade as she Jooked Bevond Fatkner 1o whete the |

“of Ui Urigs were glowing ldf o mife tastachourd,

s owy fauggh Fudkoer eifered hee biz hand, Thegint's weas ax
cabd s fee, and the olid =hudder of fear ran throuyh Lim,
Alter all. it wis Lo be i -nothing s, Then the
jrirl #rited and nodded her b

¥ r owe are peady' he s
Bearing down ujen het how,
cabin?”

L
aid, o Littte grimdy, " We
Wi yon remaln iy




- light switch.

. led directly to the deck. .

o

Sha shook her head ncgatively and went with him to
the starbourd ruil, her hand re ngosnegly i his arm. e
had licthe to suy now. s fuce was stern ani! st hix juwy
were squared; in his eyes there was g light which the
virl hatl not seen before,  !n o few maments he left her to
foin hismen, Rapidly the Silver Fux bore down upon the
reighter. AU last Fulknor raimed his megiphone,

“Ship abey ™ he ceied. I3 that the Urunus?"

In o moment the reply cume buek;

“This s the Urapus,”

“Then slow ‘dawn and Iet us rur alonesside,” shngted

Fulkner, "Thixis the yaeht Sex Gull, of Fort Arthur, and
we huve important teleyrins for you from the owners.”
As he had expected, the ruse worked, He heuard the
resonent clang of the signal-gong in the engine room of Lhe
Uranus and the biy ship begana to lose speed.  Two minutes
later the Silver Fox ran alongside and Findy and MceCGraw
attached grappling hooks. The freighter Liy 50 deep in the
water thut frem the deckhouse Fulkner jumped aboagd,
with Clarkson a bound behind him. The ship's mate and

* the watch were the only men on the biy freighter’s deck,

and before either hud spoken » word Futkner and Clarkson
jeovered them with their revolvers, .
F 1 you make n meve or a sound we'll blow your heuwds

" oft!" warned Falkner. * Up with your hapds ™

The two startled men complicd in an inatant, The
chilly glitter of the automatics wax tog real to quecation,
Ax quick ws cats, Findy and MeGraw canie up behing them
wnd winothered whalever woreds they mizht huave uttered
wrder che foldsof ¢loths apeeially designbd for that purposs,
Withiu three minutes after bourd:‘n:%hc two men fuy flat
upon their backs, bound and gugged.

. “Findy, you go up amsl gossip with the wheeiman. ™
commanded Falkaer; “und you, MceGraw, watch the doo
to the caplsin's eabin. If he H
stivkn his head out get o hald :
oa himthat won't let any round
grt beyond yourswi ears. We
don’t want to aronse the erew
oft, or there'll be the sweliimg
‘eort of a fight. Now, buys, fur
the passengers!l”

Fulkner, with ITnwkins and
Peters close Lehind him, made
for the observalion reomn above -
thb farward cabinn. The door
was utlocked, and Patoers
etruck o match while the ather
Lwo searched for the electric

In the fivod of
light thut followed ite discavery
the threa men dropped blck
masks from under their haty
overtheir fuces.  Fulkner couidd
not restrain an amused chuckle
as he looked ut Hawkins and

I'eters, who stood with psistols
In their hands and fooked s
piralical nsuay rutlhroats that
ever miled with o Ridd or
Bluekbeard, Hoawkins, with
hin red haiv and huge redl bewpd
that fiercely Lristled out from
under his nuwk, was slonn
worth a small army usu terrae-
{zer, undl for this reason Falkner
went him i wdvines va they
tptoed In single file down the
nurmow stairway that led to the
stateraoms. Scurrely hud
they reached the foot of the
atuir when the saund of sl
dued laughter came to them,
und Trom under Lhe door that apened from the slevping
Guarters into Lhe ship's sitting roony there fsued a brilliant
streak of light, Without o word, Falkner strode forvnrd
and llung open the doer, AL a smeil table in the center of
the toom sut four men, playing poker. Two others were
looking on the gume. For u moment the playen were so
enyrossed in the movement of certain piles of chips that
they did not notice the interruption. When they looked
up three dungerous-looking  men and three cirillingly
murderous utitomntics mennced them from the door.,

" Please make no naise, gentiomen,” suid Falkner, “Wa
shall be compelled to ahaot the first mn who madees an
oatery. We want you outside!”  i[e thrust the fierco
Huawkins cut into the room gnd pointed 1o Lhe duor (hat
YOpen that—and brain the
fiest man who shows an inelination ta run ! Now, pentles
fnen, we want yow Lo lravel out that dourway in single

- flle

The oceupants of the roam had nat uttered a word; and
now, 18 they rose to their feer, eveni Lhe sutminr Potery
could scareely restrain a laugh g the spectucle they nuude,
The man who followed Huwkins wis ono ol the fwttest
Fulicuer had ever seen und the waistbands of three of the
remuining five seemed reasty to bgrst in an eflor. of envious
compesition.  They were ot g dangerous-losking lut.

THE SATURDAY EVENING PQST

There was only ene youny man amang them; and Falkner -

krinned when he aaw that three of Lhe prisoners ugtinat
whom he had brought such u formidable farce were com-
pletely bald, Every man there breuthed respeetability
and affivence; the very ylisten of the bald heuds, the huge

und immaculale white wuliteoaty, bespoke their impr- .

tance and social standing—und =.3udden uncomlnrisbie
chill shot through Falkrer. e had expocted ordinury
Jrussengers ~or st least nothing like thia sppulling ugrEre.
gation, whosa very rotundity wnd aileround luxuricus
appearance made him realize more than ever the FRormity
of the act he was committing, Not one of these men made
& remanstrunce as they followed Hawking through the door
except the huge fal man, who splutiered and rumbled
beneath his breath, but not loud encugh to call forth a
wirning from bis caplors. For 2 moment Lhey stopped
where Suilivan was guurding the deck and the twe bound
men, while Falkner showed them how Lo hoard Lhe Silver
Fox, Not until they were seatmd in 2 row on the yacht's
forward deck, with Solivan Teardng over the rail above
them, did Falkner rejein Huwking and Peters, who were
afresd y returning for the clher two prasengers,

Suddendy a terrific and blaod-curdling yell spiit the calm
stillness of the night, followed aimost int the suma inatant
by the rapid firing of an automatic.

“That's MeGraw!™ cried Falkner.
other, boya! 1l go to him."”

He ran acroan Lhe deck towsrd the outer entrancs to the
captain‘a cabin and, Lo his herrer, faund MeGraw flat upon
his back, with a giant of 2 man on his.chest, busily throt-
ting him, He knew that it would now ba onlya matter of n
few minutes hefore the ship's hends st would he pouring
on deck, and he brought his aand-billy down upon the
captain's head with congsideralle forcee. The grip on

“Hustle up the

They Werse Mot a Dn‘;-ruuu-l_nal’l‘gl!

MeGraw's throut relaxed, the cuplain rolled over and,
before Pulkuer could nteike again, hal stageered te his foet,
e prepared for the othee's rush, but his blow went wild—
annd just what happened siter that he could never tell, 1o
lenew that some hard an henvy object landed on his kend,
wud he crumpled down as completely helpless as though his
baek had been broken, Me wis conscious of 8 flood of
something wirm pouring over his fuce; then he heard joud
vaives, shouts, the firing of pistols—and everything wa
biank.

v
F:\T.KNRR'S first return to consciousnemi waa marked
by a strange puin and the realization that & cool hand
wag stroking his fuce and smoothing back his hair. Ile
opened his eyes; and the seeend dawning that came to him
wus thal he was in his own well-lighted little eabin and
thue the Silver Fox was under way, Then ho suw Misy
Winz, her beautiful face leaning over him; and before he
kunew what hie wus doing he put up his uad to her shining
hair. He recoveced himself in a monment and dropped it
buek, with a luwerhing groan. - :
"Rouked—sonked good und hard,” he smiled up ut
her, alittle painfully. Did we get ‘em all?”

She nodded whrmatively, smiling down on him with )

ter lipd and glowing eyes in o way that made hin laugh

b e S, T
. R
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jovously up into her face, like n boy. She rap her hand
through his hzir again, and he took her other hand and
pressed it Lo hixlips, [t lay there for a mornent, waem and
sweet, and then there came & knock ut the door; and ay
Mis3 Winn drew buck Peters entered.  From the door the
girl smiled back at him ence more snd left the cahbin.

Feters mut down and grirned ut his chiel, There was
something almost sheepish in his look.  Falkner sat up.

“What happened?” he asked,

"Cap’n Dix slugged you 2 good one in the head with a
piece of iron pipe,” explained Peters, his long, thin face still
weasing u grin, " Befure MeGraw got him with his sund-
bifly he yelled like o puck of hyenas and half a dozen of the
crew came running from alt. Sullivan and Findy held
them hack until we got the other two uboard and cast ofl.
Gooid Lord! "

" What the devil is there to grin at? " demaded Fantkner.

"1 can't help grinning at what we got,” said Petess.

“The other twe were fat un’ there's four haldheuds. Cne
of therm two was so old and fat we had to help him aboard.
[ put "em in the long eabin an’ set Clurkson an’ MeGraw to
guded "em; but they'ro as harmless as children. They
hadn’t been there fifteen minutes before the whole bunch
wan playing setback and poker, and smeoking cigars that
smetled so good 1'd like o eat 2 box for breaklust, Listen
to thati" .

Above the throbbing of the yacht's engines Fulkner
heard a distant rumble of laughler, a3 if many voices had
joined in n sudeden burst of merriment. :

“They're taking it easy,” went on Peters; “and the
devil of it is they're telling picate storjes while they play
and predicting ull sorts of things for us. They've got
Clerkson an' McGraw sweating bload: and every littie
while thut whale of a fut un dewribes in execution he once

saw in New York, where they
hilled 2 pirute with electriciy,

Fuikner's fuce wore anything
but an amused Jook as he rose
10 his fret and examined himaelf
in u glass.

“Ularkaon and MeGraw are
still weasing their musks?™ he

- jaeguieed,

“You eouldn't pey 'em off
with crowbar,™ suid Petors:
“and Hawkins it shaving off
hix red whiskers in the engihe
room. That bunch has seaped
'im atiff,’” ’

“And how about you?" .

Petery laughed unessily.

“L don't fike the layout,
Fulkner, They're too big, too
fatan’ rich! [ shouldn’t won-
der if we'd tied up to the eight
richeat men in the United

" States, mebby counting out the |
two skinny oncs—uand thal's
cungrrousl™. :

*Tell Clarkson and MeGrasy
te leuye Lhe bunch and lack the
doar,” suid Falkner, "I dent
belizve they need a guard ™

With early dawn, the Silver
Fux wus running close in to a
willl and lorest-covered shore,
and juat a8 the sun appeared
ubuve the wiklernes the yarht
bryan picking her way slowly
through a maze of black reels
aad small jzlands until at last
uhe ran into a amall cove com-
pletely shut in by a rocky ridye

aml 2 thick lorest 'of spruce and balsam, Between the
water und the forest was s white strip of sundy bench
a hundred yurds {n width,  Fulknee pointed this out to
Petess and Pindy, who stood beside him. )

M Piteh your tents there,” he said.  “We'll give our
priseners absolute freedom ushore. They can't get gway.
There fan't a settlement within thirty miles and I don't
believe any one of them could make hiy way for tive hun.
dred yacdy through those rocks, They're as safe aa if in a
juil.  Land all the provisions and afier you've done that
make ready to sail.” ;

WWhilo thg mula set about Lo carry cut his instructions
Fulkner went to Miss Winn's cabin.  The girl gave 2 little
-gesture of surptise and pleasute when she saw him,

“I'm so glud you averen't hadiy hure,” she wrote for
him; e then, nx she looked up with the witchery of hor
wonderful smile nnd saw the unchanged seriousness of his
{ace, hier own became suddenly quiet and guestioning, A
little frightened by what she saw, she put out her hand and
rested it on his arm, .

"I have come to say goodby, Aiss Winn,” he szid,
struggling to speak calmly. “Within half an hour the
Silver Fox will be under way for Duluth, with her whole
crew on board, except mysell, You must pa. with her.*

{Centinued on Page 61}
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JIM FALKNER, PIRATE

(Camiimued from Faze £]

A audden blue fire shot inta the girl's
eyex, She wrote fapidly in hee litte book:

TYes, I omust retern to Duluth with
the yachl, But why are you remcining
brbind —alone?™

" Because | refune to impertd for 0 me-
ment longes the jives of ‘my men," ke re-
it and the hatd ring In his vaiee rert
her back a step, sturing «t him, *7) sha!
falry out my conlracl — el with your
Lather, but wiath you,” he eentinued.
rtaall remain with the peioner<. Witlin n
few houte Twn tavende cuiters and o doren
Tugs and swilt hta will be xeruring
Sypsersor gl mearehing Lhe shares (0 the
reiminads wha Loarded the Vranua, 1 we
are discavernt —— Lo shrugyed his
shoulder, [0 wa are~ [ will take the
punahment alone,"”

She gtood bedang al-him atiif, Lt in hes
£y Lhere cama a gfnrioua change, A Hood
of color rise intn het chvky,  Nho wrote
egain and gave him the alip of paper )

" Yauar thebravest man in the v rld I
sha aaied Ve himy, 1 they fined you § ahiail
rume to you - knd conlena my parte Anid
yuu when you age done hers - will you
fume {y see musal my heome !

Fie looked at et arl o & mament dased
il ek, Mhe pul her Cao barda on b
arrm aiil lowshored upr indo ks face,

Y byl want pee to rome? he
ueked wiltly, | s

Sha nemdedeed, P Hee teed T poited Ve

UThen  FH prue,” haoosanl, Ylroeaihy,
Mis Wina Glady o -n v

She sopmea] 36 corme 4 Title ne e Lo bhim
wrul mipddendy 1 beal doan sned Lie 44 1ho
Teasitgful, frem vloot muatit b s tenplsngly
rhomary aaed thed, woth boa bratn febieg, he
sirpread haek chrogh the npen donrway
ol H."] rabing I ha presonety e Wdienly
wahord, Teals qere guang up in the dile
wl the futeat agel The cupphies ware feing
Tisabasd ferun thovesasi s jrantry s Lt Falkner
gowrel Jtle atteptions tar Shaer hing t 31 he
=vppadf ae froms dhe g planka 1hal were
laseh Treen 1l parhta desk dae n bag reck
walusde Jle peadpesithatl st thw la b naeipent
Yie Bl aptrebagres] 1o bt aers welf,  Hia
Lise g an frmaull Lo Mice Wian, 1o the
abatter tf a fre X hoe diew vl an et
fron Bips oercierd s wreie . .

YCun yau firgive mwe for wbar 1 have
done? an gee) ol belreve me to dee ] 1ave
ad boamirable™ I soia can, Gosd Blewyoa !
Theto sz inly ubte rocriwn for what | did |
buve poast™ L

Heradlal I'etbrs anl aaked hien Loafe buy or
o sik e, 'Thaoal, posibiog Bis wal, b sver
hiea ey on, b able] hark S he poc by 2udpe.
Plo <ind rat e atth unedber gl e of Maa
MWoinng wand s Lho basl fond went up amed {hn
laad Dauy o euprgdiom s casgiee] ashegn hia
brart wank dead watkin lame The pird ol
Prliienl 4o pasdit b fur e jooudt,  Itae
wrnl derwnt Lk the slese, shand habds witl
Uhe twen of hia efvw arul gave | vfers hia
fital Ttetriset duspe,

ULy up Lhe Silver Fud at Dubmh," ha
sabdl “rharter s lug with the rhock §'vn
gy en yueu aid ain the big seareh that wiil
les ride lag thg bsdusaped passengere. o
zure antl et 3 bew crew (v men will
tee cameughy and fuat ten dlays frwn today
el buek inta thia cove, I we're sod <dias
cuvered before Lhen ng one will sipoct tha
pamme we'ta playing, 1N dwsppear baek
itdu Lho wooida trud you can mako scns port
ol a praruil il yad want ta, Sew the polat?

"Youll b the furhy recuem.”

Petren hursied alaril anl Falloer cloms
watchlog the Yierht na nho g under way.
Slia W Just pasming Uhe mwuth of Uhe rove
w e (he thale apgasared fram bebslnad 3k

o Win's cabin anil Tuunehed 4 heavy object
» Lhrudgh tha wir, | ’ .

"l[i.__(_'ar'n: thut's far youl™ he yollad,

It close iy Falkner - u dainty hoen
hapdicerchied Ung about sormething heavy,

o
b

As by untieg it a ptane Jell ta the beach an-f

A pieee of inamr tretibled between his
ingert. . A glad £ry broke from his lips
be read whul th girl had writtee:

1 oeannut wnderstund your natd, For.
give you! | wanted you.to hba me, |
¢tama L owia o biatae —if thera v mny
hlnnm - for fihink you ure the brevest inan
in the wotld! Boades, [ gul oven witl
you—when thuy! brought you (n gad [

, thought you wort dend | don't elleve
vou will ever wanl (v see Ind ogaln, for [
ave doevived you terribly, 7 am oot
dumb, w4 you suppme, (L wis oaly a
trick—=ghmoat a bontemptible vne, T oo
ulrald « to keep Ju from. quesbioiing ng

 For a few hours ulter the discovery the
hia identity wuas known ta his prisoners he.

too much; but if you shoullf eare, plewaé i

come and ww me when you gel rid of

thows troublesome prisoners. Then--then :

Berhaps 1 cun make you underatand!™
Trembling with joy - a happines greater

than that of any drewrn he haj

dreamed - Faikner stared after the yacht

until she dixappeared beyond the skandy;

thin, reading the note agui, he turoed
Laek in the prisoners, They made a funny
rpectucle, foe Peters hod folluwed his ine
structions and each of the sight men stood
with hit hands securely bound behind him
und his eyen Blindfoliwl, [t was Falkner's
plun tu yive all hia prisaness the ww of their
swian, but to frea only two or theee of them
at a Lifme, 5o that Lhey could not make &
combined ruxh upon him.  He had searcely

refeusx] the enormously ful man, however, |

Lefort the latter thrust out & hand und,
with s gessl-humoted lasigh, raid:

"l you're out far ransom, ofd man,
ou've won. Yoeu've done u mighty slick
Jobi= a0 deuesl alick thut we've uyreed not
te mqueal on you,  You might ws wel] pull
that rag from your #yen, becauss we know
who yud are, You're Cuptain Jim Falkoer
and your Loat's the Siver Fox,  You
tlrrprgmnd this and T pieked i up,™”

e Lanslel Fulkiner 3 sdip of paper. It
waa the node whirh Glrdya Wina hal given
Bimcdn her fathes' s otfice nearly u manth
befure, on the hack of ahich she had
wrtbend  “Cuplain Jim Falkoer, Pirate.”

Aol chill ran up Falkaer's spine, Then
hoe Lanng hoeed wind uriv;»-fl the fal tian's hamls

UYou'te nght 17 he wand, T might as
well {ake tos thing off. And ' i a0
very surry,  JU ticklse my nose.””

. v
FEYWENTY-FUUR hoae after 1he Lobd

Lolrdup of the freghler Uranus every
B sfi et wire in the niled Stutw was
B wal s Ulse pwews,  Nokhing innga st
tinnal bl rome o the hunda of The edit-
ard anee Lhe blewgny uponl the Maine, At
it Lhe [acts were arerpted with some
ftle dwedimanation by The oece cadions,
14w seazrely ladiovable thad a puradiend
view, afrasd with Dlodgeons and soto-
matiex, had actually boaedeid 2 lake ship
arsl iy foreo of theae arms bael carrisl uh
her pmasasnyrra. Muanaging hitem anilel)
aa they pstimtaes) the firet storie=; but stnis
guick]y rhangid to louks of walomshment
win even haeror,  Tha thing hud reully
happenind,  Ax Lhe  dytasla © i,
Tealraa’t Wi glaring heasilin wWAsra
reinled by the nullaen Lheaugiout  the
voustey. Three Amernvar pml tee Cuing-
it warahipn ruwaed Lo $he aceae of (he
praracy s anl Lha aulhorition of both Govern-
mupla werse ansiaptel 1o it ool armael]
yachfa arud tugs alang both ahona,

i Lhe aecanlilay, Uhe lamger newapapers
rame out with full-page headbines rovering
eolumns o dypae arul puture, - [0 the g
rieh, phedographe of The Pranga aml bee
caplain hand juetured of har erew brought
frum ten ta txeal y-live dallam mzeh, while
the piriuret ol the cight sledoctd men
apeurmt 0 sl every | baue, With
thime there were Lhndling periravids in pen
and ink wd cruyon, covering hail-pagis,
rhowing Che diasksd boarders foaping uver
the gide, Lhe stzuggle with tha erew, the
territin fighl latwewn Caplain 14x aed
Metirw, unaginary strogghs it een Uhe
prassinigers Zned D invabiea of thoeir cobin,
anil every other seend Lhat could by werked
aut to it the situation by hungey diters
ardd artisty, .

Why werg the daring {n'mlm'.’
were they?  What hal become of their
priaunera? Theeo wind a Lhousand other
dquentiung were asXed by the newspapers,
in buminesa cotfice, over cilcking Ly~
writers, at tnvakfust tabled —oven by the
children fn tha achools,  Not ong of them
conll bo saswersd,  Hach duy added to
the myalery; and as the mystery grew
deper and more thrilliog the nowspupers
thrvedimd #till morn space o, many of
them pepding their own cofreapondents to
{aizl in Whe acurch for the pirutes,  War
et weett Lha Uwir greatest naliond in Burepe
could not have ervgted u bivger menantion,

Falkner, hidden swoy to n wililegnen
cove, Lwhing another wilderness of
mnd Islindd, gumes] what way bapponi

ever |

Where'

E

IlL 4 though the yates of doom were:

wlready opening for him,  He could see no
wweafrn There wis but ooe chanes and that

f

¥ S im(fﬁ\:'.l!a i
IO G

e TR A e e
IR

One of 10
Tata Surne

B EARG i G it A A
e e G e e
Mmr- ; =
- 3 ierens mrpeie
. Crerp e taciud

A Rt T e
%_ﬁ@%‘g‘éﬁgé
! /Rﬂ%
- I'nl'-|nl-n|n [ STV \
o @nn T




"THE SATURDAY

mean better work.

sell them,
! wizh an inferior stone,

Stone for Carpenters
a Stone in aluminum box
sok Stone

Stone in soft lcather case
thoard case . . .

R

aSwone .. L L L T

p—About the House —
anual Training School

ium Sharpening Stone means
tly conditioned tools—And

soy who uses tools of any kind
yrundum Sharpening Stone —
most remarkable sharpening
agent ever discovered.
If yours doesn’t—

$1.00
1.25
2.75
25
.75
A5

mpany, Niagara Falls, N.Y,

oy kind of office machinery.

your pawer biila,

y & MYERS CO.

s+ ... Springfield, Ohio
. Phllidslpbls, Eoctea, 5. Loads,
OFhass, Alasis 2ol Bokedrr
iplets loe of Alleruating and

¢, Aracket, Ceiflng, Oscillal-
Gtfice, Factary and Hame.

iy of Power Needs!
'ARD" Moators—1-30 to 15 horse
mare than 2,000 differcat kinds n_f
kshops, offices, whelesale and setail
fficient powerat a much lower cost,
applied our mators to individual -
ad” waste. \Workshops, repairshops
ARD" Motors at a big saving over
ve been proven to be the most prac-
w3, multigraphs, mailing machines,
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wdifion —what you use it for and
we ta you that a “STANDARD™

EVENING POST

was in flight. 11 was possible far him to
sirike siraight nerthward into the wilder-
ness and Lo lose himsell foroves, but this
left his erew to Tuce thelr terribie penaliy
alone; for, now that he and his vessel wern
known, the men who had accompanied
him on the desperate expedition could be
easily traced. So he discarded the thought
of personal escape.  Inspite of what seemed
to Be the utler hopelessness of his own

situztion he could not help being deeply -

interested in the strange deportment of his
prisaners. At first he attempled to hold
aloofl from them, but the fat man and his
associates would not stand for this.

" No matter i you ure a bloody pirate,”
aaid the fat man, “you've got to join us
and pluy rum.'” .

Fvery hoyr added to the mystery of the
situation and to Falkner's unessiness, Ha
wus satonished at the contents nf the hoxey
which Winn had sent abourd the Silver
Fox at Duluth. They contained every--
thing in the way of delicacies and solid
luxuries, from potted lobster ami pdté de
fotes groz to dill pickies and limburger
chieese.  There wos ane ease of wine and
severel of good oli-fushioned lager, and it
occupied the time of at feast two memberg
of the kidnaped bund Lo cool Lhe heverages
in the chill water of Superior. Not for an
instant was there a flash of il humor in Lhe
crowd, The six fut and wejl-fed men and
thair two lean companions seemed bent
on muking 2 holiday lark out of their un-
usual predicament, and from morning until
night the Inckless Fulkner wes o mark for
i thousand guestions and the hutt of
innumerable jokin. How lonr was ke gaing
to hide them away in the jungle? Why
didw't he demand his ransmn?  What
would haspen to him when he was caught?
Would he be hung, shot or electrocuted?
AL least six times 1 oday the {at man
deseribed some new and  blaod-curdling
feature of Lhe excecution he had witnesed,

AL last he wos forced. Lthrough lack of |

further material, ta come down to the
curiows wigpling of the victim™s toes; and
he asked Falkner, in all serigusnicss, if he
thouyxht he would wiggle hiv. Would he
tather be shot, hung or killed by eleetrie-
ity —or wisn't n pirate given his .choice?
e assured him. in ail friendliness, both for
himsel and his ascociates, that they would
all be on hand to see his last wiggle, which-
ever way he went. Onthe fifth day the fat
man said that he and his friends were wiil-
ing to pay a thousand dollars apiece for

their freedom, e said they had enjoyed .

the little pienic thus {az, but thet the lager
witd gone anid they were growing tired of it.
He oilered Fulkner a check for eight thou-
sand dollar.  Faikner refused.

It was on the sivh day that matters
came Lo a ciimax. During the night pre-
coding, o big and hungry bear wandered
down from the racky fnstnesses of the
hinterland and helped himsell to the camp
supplies, He {eft footprints behind him as
L ra3a hat; and no sooner were Lhese
discavered than the eight prisoncrs took
up the pursuit, with the hope of catehing
a glimpre of the beast ashort distance from
camp.  Falkner followed ciose behing the
rearmost, a short, padgy man with o rosy
{ace aml long ash-gray hair that fell simost

to his shoulders. “I'he pursuers were hurry- -

ing between a narrow break in the tocks,
the [ut man leading, when a balsam limb
swept back, entangied itzell in the pudgy
man's hair, lifted a wig {rom his head and
sent it ying through the aic Hke a bicd on
the wing, The man gave a startied cry as
helaced Fulkner. What cama from between,
Fulkner's lips was not intellipible, Relost

‘the ather could speak he leaped upon him,

caught him by the throut umd bore him
down on Lhé rocky traill. There wis tho
threatening glare of an animal in his eves
123 he almost snasted down into his victim's
whitened {ace.

*o7 that face was the fuee of J, Cortlandt
Winn, the millicasire shipowner!

v

FTER a few moments Falknoer loosened
his fingers and lifted part of his weight
{rom the other's prostrate body. With his
first glimpse of Winn's face it had rushed
uporn him that his disyuised empisyer was
at the bottom of some disbolieal plot, for
which he wus 1o puy the penally; and now
ng he heard reterning voices he pulled out
his automatic and presssd the cold muzzle

of it hard dow ainst Winn's ferehend.
“Get up!™ he commanded, *Get up—
and remember that this sn't loaded with

Llank curtridisgres now. Cumeen! You've
ot to go with mol'” .
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He puliad Winn inte the thick undee-
growth and did not stop uatil the twe wer2
2 hundred yards back in the farest. Tc hid
astonishment the shipowner smiled at tumn,
though he way pailing like a porpoise.

“Fulkner —congratuintions, old man.
You're a brick!"

“We're going to have explanations now
or I'll bore ten holes through you!” asid
Falkner.

*Sure!” said Winn, regaining his breath,
He looked admiringly at Fulkner while he

rubbed the red morks en hix own neck; and .

with that lgok it suddenly dawned upon
Falkner thal he was the {ather of the girl
he loved. *What a dad-blirked, son-of-a-
gunof aman you are, Fulkner?! I wishyou
were my son—hnontst [ do! See here!”
He fumabled in his pocket nnd drew out a
hig biacl woilet. " Here's vour check far
the fifteen thousand. It's all turned out
gloriously. I had planned to explain the

first day ashore, and wanted ta; but the-

others wouldn't et me—said you might
queer the game if you knew loo soon. By
the way, Jim" —he-chuckled as he spoke
Falkner's name—"can you guess whom
you've Kidnaped?™

Falkner stured. The heginning of the
dawning of a great understanding held

him speechiess,

" I'm tired,” said Winn, “and half choked
to death. Good Lord, how you can pinch?
Here—have a cigar,” He paused to light
one of his hig ciguss. "\Well, to begin
with,” he continued, “the ship which you
Loarded was mine.”

“Yours!" gasped Falkner, chewing his ’

uniighted eigar,

“Yes, mine,"” went on Winn, smiling
and mopping bis red face; “and when yau
hoarded that hip and captured my (riends
and myselfl you captured every blessed
member of the hoard of directers of the
nne-and-only Sanspareil Biseuit Company.
You took us off the map. Ard vou did
away with us just nt L[l)e paychologicut
moment. Weknew you were coming. We
were waiting to be kidnaped. It was our
sailvation!" - .

He sopped, and Falkner's eagerness
blazed in hia face,

“ILwas a put-up game, than!" he cried.
“"But T don't understand it, Go on.”

“ivssimple,” continued Winn. “Gladys
has an imaginative turn of mind. She
thought Lhe scheme out and thea turned it
ovértome. Yousee, the Sanspareil Biseuit
14 the best biscuit on earth, but inrunning up
against competition it ran up against what
Legan to look like dealh for it. It wasn't
allewed to go on ity merits and we couldn't
advertise it enough to beal aur competilor,
It looked like bankruptey. But now —now,
my boy I—why, van't you guess what every
newspaper in Ameriea has been doing for 2
week? Think of it! The entire Loard of
directora of the Sansparcil Biscuit Com-
pany kidnaped- by pirates and perhaps
murderedl  There Isn'L 2 six-year-old
child in the United States today-~Dutch,
Irish, Chinese or Hunk — but who's henrd of
Sanspareil Biscuit! The Sansparel! Biscuit
is 0 household phrase from the Atdantic to
the Pacific. It's in everybady's mouth,
literally and erully. We've had o billion
dollars’ worth of free advertisihg, and we'}]
get another billion’s worth when wa turn
up and tell "em we can give no explanation
for the kidaaping. 'This has been the
biggest advertising coup of any centtry
since the night Nore burned Rome! We
won't be able to muke encugh Sanspareil
Dbiscuits. Everybody will want, to cat "em
it for nothing more than curosity —and
onee they taste ‘em they'll nover buy any

other, Do you understand, Jim, my hoy? *

If the truth ever leaks out-—and there
isn'L one chance in 2 hundred thut it wili—-
we're afi here to swear that the whole
thing wau n joke to create a litile excite-
ment. If was my ship, my board of

. directora—and uiy treat!”

“Good Lord!™ was
Captain Jim Falkner,

Faur days later o Llack nnd uply tuy -

nosed her way into Lhe cove n tittle before
syunset.,

lot of pussengers at Sanlt Szinte Maorie, At
nine o’clock Falkner sent the following
teiegrum to Gladys Winn:

“AILG. KD Am on my way to see
you. You're u Lrick! Butyou'vegot
u big debt Lo puy.

“JAMES FALKNER.
The noon Lrain was rushini him toward
hicago. B

the remark of .

The next merning she landed n -
hatlews, contless amd generully disheveled.
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