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+ HOW TO BET THE EARPOON TRAP

ROM the beglnning of May cntll late
attumn thls year boys throughout
nezrly the whole of Amerlea will

be- offered one of the liveliesi meth-
ads of making money that théy have
ever snjoyed- Within the last year or
two 2 new fashlon has sprung up In big
ciifes all over the world—the wearlng of
moleskin coats, muffs and boas, and so
Ereat hos the demand for the pelts of

thesa little burrowers bhecome that fur- -

rlers averywkere ars now afering boys
from ten to thirty ceats apiece for them.
In one.week recently a2 number of these
Jfurriers -advanced $160,000 to agents tor
the purchase of males that have not yet
been caught.

Bapeoctally 10 Amerlcen boys does this
blg demand open up 2 new- and entleing
fleld of sport. Almost every boy, whethor
he livea In a town or In. the country, js
/quite famillar wlth mcles. Thess little
animals are o comimon that they are a
nulsanes; théy have long bheen regarded
&3 a pest owing to the Injury they do to
plants, grass, amall trees and growing
&rain. Unlike other fur-bearing anlmals,
they live In citles as well as on farms,
and it Is net an unusual sight to see mols
traps set on well-kept lawns, or In the
paths belween flower beds.

But notwithstandlng the fact that they
ara probabiy more numerous than rats in
almost every communlty, these boys who
set .qut to trap them this spring and
summer will have need of all their cun-

- ning and skill. Most boys koow how
hard It s to catch & rat, but it I3 twice
as difficult to ecapture & mole. These
Httle animals seem to possess & reasoning

. Dower that s alipost human. They build
thglr undergreund forts, veritable castles

SECIIONAL VIEW OF A MOLE'S “CASTLE” a8 EUNT
HARD EOIL

under the sod, where they may defy their
sbnemles in the form of serpents, cats,
fogy and wiid anlmals. *From the home
of every mole thare loads away a network
of underground tralls, through any one
‘0f whickh he may travel to safety two or
‘three hundred feet away. I knew a man
wha trapped all last summer for a mole
that was rulning hls lawn, and even thea
-he falled to catch hlm. On the other
hand, I know of a young farmer lad whe
eanght nearly & hundred during the sea-
. som, and who sold them all for & guod
.price.

So a boy must know the ways of moles
before he can successfully trap them.
He mnst also have the right Xind of
traps. Regular, mole traps of a good
quallty can bs bought for ffiy cents

each, and two or three of these are mll

that thé boy trapper requires Ior a good
Beazon’s work, although more would prob-
ably bring better results.

Armed with these, the trapper should
leave for the meadows and flelda before
the sun is up In the morning. It may be
that, the day befare, he ren across the
hunting ground of a mole, and where
there Is one mole there are pretty certaln
ta be a dozen, If a trapping plage s not
already located, every square rod of
ground should be closely examlned. In
all probability [t Wil not be long before

the trapper’s sharp eyes discover a ilttle -

ridge winding along over the fleld. This
ridge Is where the mole's back has
pushed up tha sed or loose soll In making
hls runway. Now the common mistake
of nearly all mele hunters i3 to set a
trap on the first runway found. Instead
of this & wlde circle should he made by
ihe trapper. and perhaps a dozen more
of these little ridges will be found, all
converglng toward a common center
Now the hoy should follow one of these
runways toward that center, and pretty
soon he will come to the place where 21l
of the mole's highways seem te joln, or
are lost, in & space about as big as a
house. Somewhere In that space Is the
cestle whoroln there may be dwelllng a
dozen of the little burrowers.

The trapper has now falrly iralled the
ilttte animals to their den, and fs ready
to get hls fraps. Imagloo a great, thlels
steel halrpin two feet in helght, and yon
will have a good 1des of the framework
of a mole trap, Buspended dircetly in the
eenter of thls pin 15 4 small, Sne pronged
harpoon, which 15 worked by a powsrful
apring. ThIs harposn should not be
“eocked" before the trap is set, however,
as it might be accidentally dlscha.rged
and lmpale the hand of Lhe trapper,, ;i'lrat

dlg a good-sized hole across the miole's.

runway, =0 that the llitle round path in
which he travels Is ¢xposed. -Then on

¢ach side of the runway force the .pinm

salidly 'down into the earth, so that the
harpoon hangs. directly over the tunnel
At the pase of the pin Ia what s ealled =
trigger, wiiich ‘should 1oy directly In ‘ths
path of.tlie mole. After the trap-is ar-
ranged In this'way the loose dirt should
bae filled i1 Where the holc was dug, of
course filllng vp the ends of the mole’'s
runway. Now you may safely selze the
handle of the harpoon anad pull 1t up until
the powerful spring clicks, which means
that the little spear Is ready for ectlon.
A trap can be set in this way In about a
minute, and in the same way ull the
traps In the possesslon of the trapper
snould be placed over the different run-
ways. Then you may sit down and very
quletly awalt results,

Meanwhite the moleawakes {n his castle
chamber, whera he has boen sleeping the
night away with his numerous family.
Without doubt every member of thal
family f{a hungry, znd every nornlng
they go foraging. A  dozen gdifferent
routes lead out Inic the flelds, and owe
after another they scamper gut, BManhy
of them will probadly leave by ways
whera there are no traps. Buf gome of
them are sure fo go to thelr doom. Im“
agine B blg one scurry!ng up this high-
way, hiz gensltive {lttle nose anxious to
et out into the flelds after worns., Sud-
denly he comes to the place wherse the
trap Is set, and he finds his. runway {=
blockaded by soft earth. Withent n
moment’s hesitatlon the mole dives Into
u and hits egalnst the i{rigger. TYour
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back may-be turned {o that partlcular’
‘trap, but you hear a wh-a-p a-h-ng as
the spring shoots the harpoen dotwn.
‘When you pull up the trap you will find
the mole: neatly lmpaled, * The trap mey
ba set again in thiz same. runway, and

bafore you go jn.to breskfaat your threa|]

traps may have caught half a dozen of
the valugble little-animala. -

©f ‘course, -If %.boy has no money with |’

which to-buy traps, there ero other ways
in which meles may be captured; Ngarly
every country boy knows how to “snare”
rabbits. The method of eatehlng meles
in this way is axactly the same.
stick ‘that swill bend withdut breaking. |
&nd whick has & good deal of Spring to-

it. Is about all that 1s necesaary. - To-onp |-
end of this should be tled & place of fine|.

plano wire with a noose in the ond of it,
Then the other end of the stick muat ba
foreed deep down iIn the ground, so that
when bent the noose will hang. over the
runway, A hele is dug as bofore, and the

sapling 13 bent down untll the noose Is|.

in such a position that the meole could not
pass on his runway wlthout-putting Bls
heed Inta it. ‘On each side of the runway
a gtake’ls driven Into the ground, and 19
these twa stakes Is lled = stout atring.
This string 33 now caught {n a neteh cat

into the end of the bent sapling, and of |

course holds it down, When the mole
¢otnes elong he plunges Into the loose
dir: and runs Inte the noose. His strug- v
gles to fores hig way through force the

sapllag back a little, the string sllps cut |-
. of_the notch, and the mole 1s suddenly

holsted up into-the air with a force that
S00n strangtes him. This komemade trap
l=' of great value, for a couple of boys
who 50t out to make a buslness of cateh-
ing moles can easily have half a bundred
of them wlthout mueh exertion,

After a warm raln, espeeially early in
the morning, moles are easy prey. Then
they leave their regular runways mnd
forage about the flelds, always keeplng

. an inch or s0 under the loosa soll or god.

As the anlmals buzrow thelr way along
in thelr search fof worms, the earth
ralzes over thelr backs in little rldges,

-and these moving furrows are easily dis-

cernible to any boy with ordinerily sharp
eves. Just as s muskrat hunter shoots
At the hoed of the whlla path made by
these animals In the moonlignt, so must
‘the mole hunter descend swiftly upon
the head of the moving rldge, angd strike
it a heavy blow with the flat of & gpado
or a paddle-shaped board, If hls afm Is
true the mole is stunned or kliled. But
! he misses, even by a hair's breadth,
the little burrower shoots down Inta the
soft -earth,.and huis a good chance of
escapo.

The mole {5 a little barrel-shaped :ml-
mal, not more than five or six Inches in
‘length, and he camnot be skinned like
larger fur anlmals., His besutifu] silky
gray coat ig so delleate that extrema care
must be taken In preserving . The

-trapper should Srst make o sit up thi

middie of the stomach from the tall tb
the base of the lower jaw.  Then the
skin’ should be worked off sidewise, the
legm being pulled out of thelr pockets of
fur, as It wera. The skin sheuld then he

stretched, but not enough te tear it, and

SETTING & SNARE IN 4 MOLE'S EUNWAY

its edges tacked down'on s shingle er a
baard, where it wil gure just as ‘any
other skin.

When It comes time to sefl the furs late

in the fall, it Is = good practice to wrlte)|

to & number of furriers In-large cliles

preferably New York or Chleage, telllng|.

them what you have, a agking them to
make you an offer. Thie will iInsure you
agalnst belng cheated Hy-dishonest fur-
riers, and besides wlll show you where
your hest market Is.
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