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-ERHAPE there iz no znimal batter
p -known to-the boy Inhabltants of
.North America than that clever
little - aquatic denizen of every
laka, creek.and pond from the great
northern-woods of Canzda-far down into
the south, commonly known a3 the musk-
rat; &nd with the beginning of the break-
Ing up of the-lee thiz =pring thousands
of bays wlll prepare. to take as many as
they can of the glossy brown palta which
are now in such great demand by furrlers
all aver the cpuntry,

To thase boys who lave outdoor sport.
and who dellght in the exeitement of
hunting and trapping, there |3 offered no
better opportunlty of earning spending
money, or rupning up a small bank ac-
count, than by hunting’ these animals.
Especlally is this true of those who llve
in the country or In small cltles, for the
waters In such nelghborhoods are always
fairly allve with muskrats. Even In
larger citles, where the populatlons run
ip Into hundreds of thousznds, muskrat
hunting ean be carried on with success
by those boys who live In the suburbs,
or near a gtream running through the
city, It may Interest young rat hunters
te know that the author hlmself. who
fived In & oty of fifteen thousand Inhab-
caught nearly one thousand
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muskrats In the spring of hls last year
In high school. and that the three hun-
dred dollars revenue which came for
them helped i¢ pass him threugh his first
year at college: and muskrats are as
numerous today as they were then, which
was not a long time ago.

Those who contemplate trapplng should
begin thelr preparations before the frst
spring thaw comos. And to trap suc-
qessfully, unless a boy is somewhat of
a naturallst, he should learn a few things
Ppefore he makes hls first attempt, for,
Just as spring pelts are worth two or
three tlmes as much n= those taken In
the fall, se-ls rat catehing as much more
difficult in the spring as in the autumn.
Then the water ln rivers, creeks and
ponds is higher, and in many instances
the broken ice conceals the vat holes.
The water is freezing to the touch, and
wet [eet occasion discomfort that would
not be notleed in a warmer season.

By the Ume the first fairly warm days
come., when {he snow and ic2 bhegin to
thaw. the trepper szhould ke prepered.
In the middle west these daeys usually
come with the “January thaw,” which
ordinarily puts in an appearance some-
time in Febryary, And good trapplng
contfnues until May. Trom half a dozen
to a dozen traps Aare gsuficlent for o
schoolboy to attend to unless he Is in
partnership with a ¢hum, In which case
the sport is meore agreenble and more
traps can be attended to. These traps
nead mot be expenaive ones, and they
must not be too strong. Ordlnarlly a
steel rat trap that costs more than fif-
taen cents has oo powerful a spring,
closing with such force that the faws
break the rat's leg. in which event the
animal usually iears himsolf free, leav-
ing the severad lex behind.

A few days befors trapping begins the
hunter should carvefully examine the
ereck or pond along which he Intends
to work o order to discover the feeding
grounds of other places which the musk-
ratg frequent. Te one wno has had ex-
perience In trapplng these are &asily
distingunishable, but by amateurs they
are often passed unnoticed, Followlng
clesely along the edge of the water one
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must examlne every Httle spot of snow
or soft ground for tracks of the animals.
These tracks ere much llks those of a
eat, only smaller; and where they are
Tound 1t is a pretly good rule to set g
baited trap, especially If the holo cannot
be located. But efforts should first be
made to find the hole, Tn the early
apring rats are always prepared for
Hoods, and after they have left their
houses they burrow their new homes
quite high up under the bank. A hole
that s used hy rata can ba easily recog-
nlzed by the worn path leading from It,
and where ong such home Is found others
are pretty certaln to be In the nelghbor-
hood, for, though It may not be easlly
located, = feeding ground i3 near. This
feeding ground may still be under the
water and lke, or it may be In plain
sight, and uawally it I3 nothing more
nor less than a good growth of bulle
Tushes, on the roots of whleh the musk-
rats feged

Onece the hunter has thus famillarized
himzelf with hlz trapping groend he ls
ready to begln work. Traps should first
be set at the holes, and it is a great
rmlstalte not only of young trappers but
of older ones a3 well to just place the
trep lb the muskrat’s path, fasten the
chain, and lemve it there. Nine times
out of ten the following morning wil
find the trap unsprung, for mudkrats aro
amang the shrewdest little anlmals In
ex!stence. They never plunge blindly
out of their hoies. Flrst they come up
very cautiously, and stick thelr heads
out] and you must remember that they
are nlght aplmais. and can see well. If
there is anything susplcious In the palh
of ono of these anlizals he is sure to
notice it, and he elther jumps over the
obstacle or goes around It

Se It Is necessary to use some skill in
setting the trap. The end of the chain
should be fastened to a log, or - stlek
driven In the ground out of sight of the
hele. Then a shallew hole a llitle larger
than the open trap must be scooped out
&t the mouth af the muskrat's home, and
the trap set In It, aiter which the chaln,
trap, and even the chaln stick should be
concealed under a thin covering of mud,
snow, or old vegetation. Thet nlght the
boy who has set the trap may go to bed
with a pretty sure convictlon that he
wlll hava a rat the next moraing. Tho
same method of setfling the ‘traps shonld
be follewed near feeding groundasand
in the runways of the animals, with the
exception that here It. {5 nccessary to
use balt. In my expérience I'havé found |
DLils of parsnip and apple very good,
but have little ‘confis
dence Ln potato and cab-
bage, which somé use.
This bait should be-
stuck on the end of a-
long stick which ‘is set
fnte the ground at such
an Angle that the base
af it 15 two feai awey
from the trap, and the
balt end. dlrectly above
it. If the sllek is set .
teo straight the musk-

pelled to perch himself
onr his hind feet to
reach for the belt, and
thus get Ilnto the trap,
but wlill be able to sup-
port himself agalost It
and without danger to
his legs.

Of ceurae the next step
of the successful ‘itrap-
per Is to properly kill
and skin his game, A
Tat In a trap should
never be shot or kilied
with a sharp instrua-
ment, 25 those methods
wlll damage the pelt. A
good TAP Or two over the
head with a blunt atlek
will settle his ratship,
It must not be sup-
posed that when jione
rat 1= caught the location of the trap
should be changed. Muskrale live in
large ramtlles, and ordlnarily where one
is taken gther Buccesses will follow If all
evideaces of the struggle are obliterated
under a coverlng of mud, leaves and
aticka. From under one wllow the
author took sevenieen muskrats in a
single season,

Untf! one has become experlenced the
easlest way to skin a muskrat a3 to first
hang the anlmal by its hind legs from

e limb, or a board nalled to the side of &
building, and then with a sharp knite to
cut around each of these legs just above
the feet. From Lhlg the knife should be
carefully drawn Lhrough the pelt down
the inside of the Jeg across to the oppo-
Eita leg, and up to the other clrcular cut.
After this the hide can be gradually
worked down over the head, where the
knife must again be sklllifully employed
to detach tha ekin frem the skull. Whon
the peit |5 off it should immedlately be
stretched over =z board or a shingle
brought to a rounded peint at the end,
and then hung up In & cool. dry place
o mature. In about 2 week It ls raudy
for sale.

If a trapper !s fortunate enough to
posscss a gun as well a5 trups his sue-
qess should easlly be doubled. Nights
when the moon is hlgh and clear are the
times to shoot muskrats. If the hunter
walks up and down n creek or pond, no
matter how guletly, he wlli ge¢t nothlng:
hls enly chanee IHes in concealing him-
self In the nelghborhood of 2 feeding
ground, and there quletly await’ devel-
opments,” From early evening until

mldnlght the rats play and feed. Theyi

may be heard Jumping and splashing in
the water 'a foew rads away, but unless
the moon is very bright they cannot be
seen at any great dlstance. Then, aud-

denly, 2 sllvery while streak 13 seen| .

shooting across the stream. It moves
very swirtly, and at the very head of it
f3 the rat. There tnust be no quick
movement in relsing the gun, ne sudden
shlfting of & foot or an arm, or & heavy
splash will tell the hunter that his
quarry has gene uader water and Is
scurrylng homeward In safety. The hoy
should be Inm a positlon to fire without
shiftlng his position. In fact hls 2ayes
should be comstantly gluad to & certaln
stretch of water, and whenever & streak
appears there he should blaze away at
the heed of It. If the shot Is a true one
the body of the-rat, which, with the
hezvy fur of spring wiil be almost as
large as a =mall cat, may be seen float-
ing slowly with the current,

Now & word about markeling muskrat
pelts, and especiaily these taken from
rats which have been shot In shosting,
trapping, and disposlng of about five
thouzand rais 1 have found that Lthe ma-
Jorlty of these merchants who buy pelts
have no scruples agalnst taking the long
end of a bargaln. This comes pretty
near to saying that many of them &re
dishonest, but not gquite. The pelt of 2
falr slzed rat captured in the early
spring should be worth at leaat twenty
flve cents, and some of them are worth
thirty five. RBut the man who buys them
of you mear your home will offer you
about twelve or fifteen cents, and will
Lrobably aay that he is glving you more
than they are worth at that. As a mat-
ter of fact he will make a hig profit, o
profit which the trapper himself Is en.
titled to. So the best pian Is to write to
a well-known furrler in some large eity,
tell him what you have and send him a
number of pelts as samples, He will
then offer youw & pilce, providing all of
your, pelts” are as good as those sub-
mitted. - Especlaily do home dealers take
advantage ‘'of those who have_shot rats.
They. polnt.out’ the tiny shot holes and
*declare that:the -pelt Is almost worth-
“less {“so'many:holes In §t, you see”), but
lhat they will take chances, and givo you
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LAW PRACTICE
In state examina-
tions, in every state,
for admission to the
bar, our students have
passed with distinction,
Qur conrse s endorsed
by bench, bar and Jaw
schools, During thir-
teen successful -years we have proved its
practicability.
Every man who aspires to the highest

SUCCESS
IN BUSINESS
will be helped im-

mensely by our short
§ course in Commercizl
Eaw, The demand
of the day is for busi-
ness mmen with suffi-
. cicn!lngalknuwl:dge
fo guide great exter-
prises sntely. Mo

oppottinity to en-
largs bis capacity,
IN PUBLIC LIFE
N legel training i almost essential in an
cfficient excculive or law maker, Onr
¥ povernment must, in all jts branches, be
[ dominated by minds with legal training.
Send .u your name and we will |§
send  catalogue, best terms, evidentes
of ourstudents suceess, opinions of leading
kB men and everything needed to convinee you
N ~ of cuz sincerity, ability
and standing. If
thers are special dif-
ficulties jn the way
of yourstudying law,
perhaps we can help
remove them,

Spragus
Corraspondence School

of Law,
EQ0 Majesllc Bidg.,
Detrolt, Mich.

A Remarkable Young Fili-
pmno
Roman Jase Lacson ¥ de Paula, & yoong Fil-
Ipina, §# pronounced the moat Temarkable
student who ever nIIancllEd Geargetown Unl-
veraily, near Wash!ngton, D. C. Less than
four yenrs ngo he could speak only a few
word2 of Engllsh. Although less than twen-
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half price. In reality the pelt 1s worth
practically &3 much &5 it the holes wero
not in it. Tiny pieces of fat stripped
Irom the aznimal are someilmes placed
over the holes, and this, atter the peilt
15 “matured,” becomes a part of the
hardened skln, completely conceallng ‘the
alleged defects.

There are sald to be about 4.000 students
in the dozen Instliutlonz in Chlcaga known
an business cofleges. Fully one-hzlf of the
aludents are Foung womeD

ty years old he has won one gold medal and .
three sliver ones, as well as o degree, during
hia four years' study in this conntry.

Boys Will Be Interested -

Our boys wlll be interested in the offer
of Henty books that appears on the
second page of thlis numhber, and In the
contests annolnced on ancther page. We *
are glving the boys grand opportunities
these days for winnlng prizes. which we
trust they will accept freely.




