ring out.”
tocit"! said Co;
oy uf lau.ghu'zr
insizhy,” decl
< her han
3 e
You are daring;

FRLBIE
ald
weringion home:

" The Hop-Lee Syndicate
T SY ] OLIVIER CURWOOD

s Evangeing, st

it's 3 glate

ihe next afrernoon the am-
mier {rom the West strlled
< colenel's Windsor office and

teat o o frazzie” ass r
ac e’ eonducted his friend into the pris
ream in which most of their part-

fop sehemes had found bird lon-

my boy, lhere's & fortune in it!

T wes fand-grab you're

b your honest M. P's

whost of 2 show beside it.”

g, who was short and fat. paused

. the perspiration frem his broil-
e with a buge handkerchief, while
v slowly divesied himself of his
. and small coat, and serled
the breeze of an electric-
from Crrawn had 2 fond-
iz 1l deliberately. He
it added te the reputation he
‘v arguired 2s a smooth man of

nguiried {azily.

I thundered the colonel,
s fist upon the table

oh in it tomake

1o do but to g6 in'and get our Tocks)”

assured the colonel. “I've got-everything -
fixed. Papers dre all drawn up and wal t
ing for your signature to a gold-basis
propesition. Thing’s going w be k!m\\"n
25 the ‘Hop Lee Syndicate, Limited” It's
a sert of. transportation company, vou

-might say, with the slickest Chinaman

on earth.as the promoter and active
agent, and you'' me the backers, away
off in the woods. mind you, but geuing
‘the money .just the same! How many
Chinemen do you rteckon there are in
Gamada, Siivers” . -

“The devil I replied Bumnps, =

“I mean i, persisted Hangs. “The
last census savs there’s less than 20,000.
Bur that was a good time age, and I've
got the inside stuff that proves the gov-
ernment didn’t kuow, anyway. There's
thirry-five thousand if there's that many -
hundred™ Do vou believe 12" ° ]

"Surel” agreed the other, edging for
ward in his seat. "“What the deuce has
that- got 1o do with making money > he
asked. | . E
“Everything,” - wheezed the colonel,
poking his fat face. across the table.

- "Look . here, Silver! Say there’s only
thirty thousand Chinks this side uf_thc
border. 'Qw many of 'sm are you think-

ing wanes 10 go back to their own coun- -

wry 2 Forwy per cent, sir, forty per cent by

actual figgers inmy possessiont They've -

all come over here 1o pick up -gotd bricks

off the sireets, o to go.across the barder

done up thera?”
Sivester Butips meant

S
®—uws danger ; mothing for vs -~ two vears. And what's the conseruence !
i AT § g ¥ : o

and they aint found the first and they
can't do the last. I've made a study of
our Chinks, Silvet, and [ know they've
had 2 Blooming hard time of it these past
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. Why, that-nearlyact- of-them are dying
0 20 home! And why don't they go?
For two reasons, sir. They aint got the
mioney and they aint on to Hap Lee's

methed of free’ transportation |

- x hige joke o  Samiie acr,
the river? And, mind vou, ' can't t
himself. He's ¢

- Eﬂi\mel'E:mgsﬂ‘Etlea‘b‘ai:E‘and"fG[de"d"“T‘igure it out Silver. If we send oo

his hands over his projecting stomach,
Bumps stared at him in astonizhment,
undisguised for the moment,

- "You don’t-understand ! shot the col- -

onel, swinging himseif into. action again,
“I said that this was what vou might cal
a transportation company, Well, so it ig,
Forty per cont of thirty thousand Chinks
is twelve. thousand, - Tepresenting those
that are rezdy and. willing to go ‘ome,
Our business is to get ‘em, thers! I know
how to'do it—and make money.? y
The member from the Wast woke up.
He leaned across the table and his_eyes
Began to shine: He had implieit conf-
"dence in Colbonei Bangs, -
" “It's this ‘way,” said the colonel, an-
- ticipating his question, “This ‘ers 2
Chitiaman." He picked up an ink-well
for illustration. “He wans to go horne.
From this puint it's going to eost tim a
nundred or better to land in a Chira
point, if he starts out himself. Bur he
aint gor a hundred. Maybe he lasn't
$ot even fifty ; but we rake all-he has got
—and we send hin to China for it. We
can afford tode it cheap. And why? Be-
czuse, my boy, we can get him aver there
—-for nothing 1" |
A part of the enlonel’s secret was gut,
and he inhaled a huge breath- from the
breeze of the fam X .
“You're not quite on,” he said, as his
‘companien’s €yes narrowed to slits, as-
was a habit of Sylvester Bumps wher in
doubt. “Don't you see? This ink-welf.is:

" - one of ‘aur Chinarsen: Welver-got-'im

Néw what do we-do? Why, we justsend -
himt acroés the river, he's nabibed by Un-~

heme-—free of ‘tharge

- 7 Colonel Bam

“his chai

twelve thousand Chinks,and we et
doliars for each of "am, how mu

it make? It's three hundred and
thousand dollars, aint jt? And that"

2 nalf-of the scheme, Vhen welve gy
of eur own Chinks cleaned out.
what'll we do? W my_boy, we'l}
send our agents over through the «
" get the homesick Chinks there; bring 2
over here, send ‘et back again, and yeyr
obliging Uncle Samuei will nab ‘ein’
deport “em, sure as My name’s Augw

The juember from Ottawa rei
lished his collar. He recovered the /|
nity he had mormentarily lost by conling
his face before the fan, and whys
spoke there was a tone of suspict
his vaice. )

“Sounds nice,” he said. with a
to his parliamentary urbanfty. “3
very gond, colonel. Bur rou're we: 2]
facts. Two-thirds of our Chinamen zr
up in British Columbia, or were
we got that listle head-tax bil} tir
Il wager there aren't 1wo hundred with-
in a radius of as many miles of us Tow
you plan to bring the begrars over 3
thousand miles ot more of territory free
is more than I can gness, Just now "

“See here, Silver,” retorted 2

-onel, “this s what I want tg kn

we can get.'em, what do yo think of

the scheme?? . ST
YIS a winner ) -
Wl we can pet. e, and Hop Lex

At.the mention’ of Hop 1,62 the par: |
; ; - Ramentarian’s eyes narrowed. again. The
~ Gle Sam, and soon. he's being déperted.-colon “suspicioti ‘brewing. in his

302 1p and pay
ke office, swirlin



wspiciuon iy

th a reters

Titory
ow [
I the mi-

Hep. Lo

: the par
Fain. T
g in hi

5 plaving
Tisn't e
& after
o Re'll
- colonel.
# us. ind
“is worth

If course

espr Hop- Lee to run the
[t wouldn't do for

TStad easy ta g2t 'em over—ine
maai—bul, if we were discov-

g before the colonel, “See
L What if it should feak out in some
hag sve ware ed up in the busis
re-wollld my seat as an M.P.
ou? Great Scott,. Bangs, you
hafg e_lo earn your salt any-

t i Cinads
Y

- bat.-His feet were immaculace a2 =
leathers. His dress was English. and cut
. by 2 tailor. There,

inél_\'. Hop- Lee wore :gla\ues'ah-cl a silk

farly attractive even In the narrewness
of his eyes. He'did not cringe before the
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something secyl- -

- 11imse1f'3).:1d his agenrs. Hop Lee depan,

£ with this agreement in sTiting. T
next day a telegram announced that

#a5 in London, aad rhat he would

work the smalil towns between that pan
and Toranre

iy

“AEL gaF tnowe litite deaiy

‘get’mixed vp in anything like

‘Ottawa._met. him for-the: first”tim

Gury bayr ta 3 fragmpl

“That's fust it!" interrupted the par-
liamentarian. “If there is such a fortune
in it, and Hop Lee knows it, why doesn't
he hang on to his scheme and work it for

himsel{? What does he want to sell oat

for3" - .
Colonet Bangs smiled broadly.
“Right there is where I think he's

, Silver™ he said. “But to a

Chinaman five thousand dallars is a lot

of money, and that's what he wanis

besides a ten per cent rake-off. That's

pretty good, anyway, sn't it? Mind vou,”
he scheme. but he-

Hop Lee has got
wants good English brains befind jt—
and he knows it! And if Hop Lee proves
his idez s a2 money-maker, what kick

have we got coming if. he wans to make -
ra fool of himself>-And he'll prove it, [

tell you I i

And-Hop Lie did: Word was sent {4
hira- that evening and the member. from

i

Fee

[

grear'mien to-the colanel he was. a trifie-

supereilions; the paelfamentarian he met
asanequal,” L . o
" Hop Lee had brought with him & num-
ber oi papers. These officially. cerrified
that he was one of the many- running-
managers of the Underground Railway,
the nbject of which organization was to
smuggie Celestials from Chinese ports
ineo the United States, and that hs was
also a liewtenant in the Six Cempanies,
otherwise known as the White Lily.
Sylvester Bumps was delighted by this
cvidence. He knew that the \White Lily
was the most powerful secret saciety in

.. China and that its Canadfan branch had

success{ully smuggled hundreds of vel-
low aliens into British Columbia .since .
the passage of the five bundred dollar
head-tax bill. He way inclined to be pat-
ronizing. - He wished to show Hop Lee

how pleased he was to have made his
acquaintance. : .

But Hop Lee did not givehim the op-’

portunity. He produced other papers.
deseribing certain conditivns existing, in
Vaocauver and the West; which seemed
- 10 show berand doubt that hundreds of
. overworked, poorly fed Chinamen were
leaving the mines For eastern cities, and
that the Chinese population of cities Like
Winnipeg, Monireal, Ottawn, and Que-
- bechad doubled within six months, There
were at the present time, said Hop, Lee,
“Bve ‘new.-Chinamen in Windsor- who
wished fo return’ to’ their own. ‘country,
and: who, under: his seal, ns. an, officer in -

ligence ir. conveved was startling.

Lee himself would return with his firs

Soon after this, Colonel Bangs w;
alone with the respensibilities of
scheme: The member from the Wesg |
imporiant engagemeants in.Otaw;

il

]

immediately after Hop Lee's commug.
cation Teft for the dominion capi
aid i the develupment of 4 certain
of legislation in which the eolonel
self was pot a litle inrerested. Thi L
the man in Windsar with time upos;

fands, and he waited Impatiencly for rur.
ther news from Hop Tee. For twg
none came, On the morning of the thirg
he ran up to Londoe, nosed about far 1
few hours withont finding the Chinaman,
ther returned 1o’ his- office in Sands

street. A telegram awaited hirm, 0t was

from Hop Lee. and, in a way, the fngl.

Lee had shipped three Chinamen 1o

syndicate, in care of Colonel Bangs,

This was not what the eplonel had ©¥.

pected, and for a.Few hours it agted as a-
dampener upon his enthusiasm, He had
taker &t for granced withour special as-
sirance on _Hop Lee's part, that Hep

batch of hemeseekers and would persnn-
ally sée to their conveyance across
river. Tt was agreed that the agent shaull
arrange for the trans-border tailroa
of his countryinen, and this new tarn
the schiemne was perplexing. Afrera lirele.
however, the colonel pérsuaded himseif
into the belief that Hop Lee would close-

¥ follow the passengers hie-had:secured.

t:

1

least send instructions by
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- .émm was sens 1o Sylvestar Bumps

" U'm_dwoded with them, Can't find .
Lee. Don't know whar to do. Coma ar

Lee could deum up thres passenzess-in as
maay days he would do something [ike
ten thousand dellars worth of business a

year And Hop Lee was bt ope, while

the syndicate planned to have at. least:

ANG
At the same time the local office re.

reived instbuctiond-fi-emur—e Iy

-~ half-a-dozem---ayent seaTtered Thrsugh

Bangs hurried to the local telegraph-

. office. Nothing had come for himr duaring -

* the night, bat haddied half-way up ‘the
gloomy stairway feading to his rooms i
Sandwich street he fourd three hangry- .
looking Celestials waiting for him. A
few moments later he was apprised, by
certain slips of paper in their possession,
that they were Messrs, Ben Tong, Lee
Lack, and Wah Chang. of Leadun, and
thae the prica they were to pay for trans-
portation aggregared ninety-eight_dol--

lazs. Cach prsented a card bearing Hop -

Le's signature and' the smblem of the
White Lily, R :
Berond these facts the colonel was sifll
metapherically =t sea. Hop Lee had sent
no word, No ona of the three could speak
English. To this erfect the colone! wired
Sylvester Bumps. at Ottawa. Afrerwvard
hie pocketed the Hinety-vizht dollars, shue
the* aliens in a reom back 'of his odfice, |
aod went vut after a basker of rations,
Atter the féading operation, he locked
his doors zad sat down . figure some
way vut of a4 situation which was fast .
becoming embarrassing. His recess was
brief, The teleghone upon the desk be-
side him tang intertuptingly, and in re-
sponse to his “Hello” he was fold thac:

and that e wanted Colopel Bangs: - -
"This' is" his. office,” | replied . Ban

equivocatty: . bl
UWell, when

the station-master was at the other end, -

between Londen and Torents with nes-
sages addressed to Hop Lee. Chinaman,
which read as follows :
Return at ance, Tmportant - -
o CoroxeL Baxas,
For the ensuing half-hour the colone!
hovered half-way between elatddn o7

-hopes fuliilled and a panic. Hop Lee'-

stheme was 2 suecess, Within three days
he had proved the reality. of their for.
une. Canada was filled with Chinamen
willing to pay for being properiy de.
ported. All that was needad now tosecure
a full realization of his dreams were two
or three Chinese agents distributed along
the border te recejve and get rid of Hop
Lee's passengers as they arrived. But his
present situation cooled. the colonel's en.
thosiasm. In one mement he, saw himsels
rich, in angther his professional reputa-
tion was wome, The fnoding of- Windsor
by such-a fatge number of Chinamen
would in itself creace a sensation; his
OWn reception of them, unless he could
offer 4 good excuse, would assuredly
breed suspicion. If Hop Lee did not re-
tazn soen how conld he rid himself of
the Celestfals? . .
He turned a dozen plans over in his
head, and rejected thern all, He counld

~net personally conduct his charges to

some secluded poiat along the river and

embark them in 2 small boat. The 'risks

Es;
rpreter.: He kg

“nese laundryman, b b

inte the:scheme would ‘not
gereus. but suicidal to Lo




tied ‘ra- smoke himseif- into *
Seon after this he heard the

1 dmid knock at the door. The
of ‘epened it, and Hop Lee's. coun-
tea iled o There were nine of them,
i ot until they were safely packed

Tocked; and the curtains at the
widowstdrawn uneilonly slanting steeaks

fit came in, did he feel at all re-
ared, Thea he recalled the newenmers,
¢ bysdne, received Hop Lee's slips and
rmoney, and in the end sent a chird

nad aggregated $507, and that
tster -Bumps, was needed upon
field of action without the delay of a
precivus moment ; also that he, Augustus
" BImp, was at his wits' end and would
crly, be compelled to refund the said
(3507 and thus relieve himsalf of the en-,
Tresituztion unless Hop Lee or the par-
oENtrian put.in an appearance soon.
Tuward' noon the tolonel tlephoned
Bangs to have their next-deor
or's hired-inan bring him lunch
ar-thirteen, the lunch to be packed in
-xuch parcels as would not create suspic--
0. This feat accomplished, and the food
tributed, he went out upon the street,
xaisined o .certain parties his project
faraishing Chinese labor for raitroad
wictivn-work, agd cursed himself.
Into ot sweats between times because he -
10 word' from Sylvester Bumps:'
fonidly: he returned- to’ his ofice to -

%

e walk thwire, you,” explained:
lie: shook hands, *I had only’

At feet-shuffling up--the stairs-and — disc ¥ oo :
e " cessitate new legislation at Washinmomt -

They can't stop us. There’s an honest

others’in the back toom, and the

THE HOP LEE SYNDICATE oy |

inte- the streer. Then he sat

mine, Gus," said thie pachismentar

“Five hundred and seven dollars in thri

days! Why, I tell yoe, vou've ma
L Py

ot

e

fortune in it. Where have you got 'em

*There,” nodded Bangs, .fishing in his
pocket for a key 1o the inner door. When
he had opened it the member frem Oz
tawa peered” ipn curiousty, He saw thé
Citinamen huddled in various attizudes,
most of them asleep, and among them
were scailered. the indigesiible articles
fram Mrs, Bangs' lunch-basket.

“Aze you feeding them well  he ask-
ed, backing quietly, as if his intrusion
might awzken the others into aggressive
action. “Must do that, colonel,” he zdded
more leudly, as the door was closed,
"We've got to keep them in goed com-
pany until Hop Lee returns. By the way,
where the devil can Hop Lee bes” 7

The man from Ottawa voiced this
question half-a-tozen times. during the
next two hours, and each time tha colunel
answered by describing some new phase
of his scheme for ferreting him our rrom
among the Liztle towns scactered berween .
Loadon and Torono, at last acknowl-
edging thar he must be in the larger cicy,

where o message might le for a week -

without finding him.

" 'Cme of us must ren up there and dig

'inr out,” he suggested. “Better 0 up
yourself, w-night. If vou don't find Hop
 Leg: by noon~—" The colonel shrugged

“his shoulders, “If you can’t find "imy 1 .
- $ay,. just:let me know and I'1 retnrn

their” money and -show e down Tnto."
the-alley. by:.the

cordially greeting the, member of par.,
Hamenl, vouchsafed in = Erigid énsaite
that if her husband had been courseous .
waoughto-have listened at the other vad
o the ‘phone he might have heard: some-

At the Bangs home, Mrs. Bangs, after -

tien known- as- th
Limited

When the
Bumps how tha
"'swore there were trars
when the money was

e Hop Lea Syndie

colonet

o thing which wegld have givenhinrpleass
ure. The celonel, however, was in too
irascible an bumer to make fyrther in-

- quirtes, and for that reason it was unoe
untii an honr later, when he and Sylves-
ter Bumps were smoking their after-din-
ner cigars, that Mg, Bangs casuaily
announced Flop lLee's prosence in the
parlor, where he had heen waiting for
*omething like an hour agd a half, i

The colonel looked at his friend with
joyous bewilderment; in the £ves of the
man fromy Ouawa there Aashed for an
instant a look suggestive of the glitter-
ing edge of a keen Kknife. When' they.
entered the parler Hop Lee arose to meet
them, bowing with = dignity which

- showed that he was conscicus of the in-

sult' of which he had unintenticnally
been made the victim, His deportment
charmed the partiamentarian, [t assuaged
what doubts he might have had a5 to the

<o . Hop Lee, and there +
oo warmith in the handshake with which he
honered the Celestial. s
During the halt-hour that followed.
Hop Lee recounted his experisnces of |
the past few days, ending with the' de-
termived assertion that he could round

where he had recelved the colonel's mes-
Hop Lee then Aisappeared. When he . ¢

day e annowniced. that the twelve China-

submitted proof through. the: meditm, of . h

@ morning-paper chat three- of them had- |
7 already been: taken: by the: United State

authorities: = No argument” could. hay
been - more convinging.
Bu.rnps,;cwho_se»g'feat i stock.,
e hleaded Judg Atwas sagisfied, 50 1t

Tagers. el Bangd 4 ceompanied:
nds-the: s

caliber of achievement represented i they
S mote than uspal,  them to do, secrztly and at ni

in the night, and across the river

@ 'vast diswance away. Hop Lee sund
with the warer lappi )
ap twentyof his countrymen-in Toronts, imagined that they
Heng-Kong, His heod was full of Hon
sage. For the remainder of that night. Kong: He,
tirned up at_the colonel's office the Rext’: to make. his. forr,

- Over ther
men were afely zcroes the border, and . bevasrich.”

ry-boat. [_Jelf"iangléclinperg; hisldream. =
thought. of. Cslonel’ Bangs, s Sylvester

R TTT Y 32 zveat fartgne
—in China,” remarked the man irog
Cuawa, . -

And it was that thought that burped
- lts way through and through Hop [esy
brain until it spemed thar pe TMast g nyy
upon the streets and shout.it 1o-the mog:
pie he mer. But nobody saw the Joviin
was in him. After a listle he returned 1,
the bank and asked if hiy Woney coul,
be transferred to a certain Nz Vou e
whose residsnce was in Hong Kn
China, It could, and Hop Lee ordur
it done. Then he went out and filled biy
pockets with expensive cigars and wvisited
his Chinese friends. -,
- But he told them of nope of his Ju
In Moy Kim's laundry he met three of
countrymen, whom the colonel and
vester Bumps supposed were over
border. Hop Lee talied to them ol

#ot out of town, as he h

ights of Derroir twinkled like hazy s

wwspaner-clipping
no Rending
il news-valw

g at his feer
were the lighs

i

had come from.ikere put tg.
his preat-anknown land ACTOSS . the <oy
ane, a2nd. he had.marde i1
- l'.n.‘Hong'-Kong,_ hewould
marand: honors -would  be
eaped upon him.. The sound of the fer-
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