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tine enpire was uplieht far muny youars
by the Varanglisn Guard, composed of
nen, Swedes, Norwegians and Sax-
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F 11 long hours we had been
steadtly fulllng, and still the
end wos not yet! To be sure,
it wous pot far away, and
we wore expecilng 1l at ev-
ery mipute. We could still

sarfiieer the dull, ronetoncus ringing in

gur enrs whirh hed commenced with
cur journey from the pole. The uteel
pldes of the Sphereld were now glow-
ing hot outside, nnd the terrible heat
hud gruduidly becameapparent through
ihe thick, asbesios linlng, threatening
deatraction to the lighter Inflummable
qetier of the interlor. Ajlr was o non-
fueter, ntmogpherle pressure belng as
ununaticeable ns a blt of down floating

- pafily on the wings of & zephyr; In
- faet, for 18% of ocur 11 houry, the smnll
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at last selttihg down to
discover the minute mistokoe in his
“time table’ by solving -for the wi-
knnwn guantity X

Then there was  Hitle  bow-legged
Bowaer, . shagey, green-eved mass of
halr und nerve, for Bowser, belng with

Gnff” nnd

us on our journey Lhrotgi the cunrtl,
was necessarily the nerviest dog ulive.
A= for mysell, Twas pumplog Lhe oxy-

pen npparatus for dear e,

I was consclous that even I swhode
sturdy manhood had faupghed ot Clovs
esthithe's wealtness, was growing wenk-
er with every stroke of my arm, The
Lluminous spot bove was ollnging 1o
us and silently ereepinge downward
with the memelng tenacity of a fatal
digease. A herrible death. Shudder-

ing as [ with the sgue I watched 4
wWas Clevesdate dexd?
xed

h Cilroecy,
Fliz plissy, senseless eyes were
upon me with o transparene

reath of Hié had Bérn Hepl wiltin our
Cpanting lungs by mcans of artlfictal

e FOURAT RO,

The upper end of the Spherold began
to emlt & faint dght, luminous, but
without renslble hent, and nx It be-
gan to transmit lself {rom strand to
sirand of the Gull. gray asbestos, the
swift cpproactt ¢f our horrible doom
was announeed, Respiratlon was be-
coming extremely difficul, almost Im-
posatble, even with, the powerful ap-
plagces ut hapnd, Oxygen gushed into
our parched lungs dnd out again lke
furasco alr. only shghtly mitigating
our sease of suffocuiion, und prolons-
suz for o few tardy minutes, our ‘ins
Tehas Bulfenng. At Jeas! we were un-
‘precedented, hud seen what nover be-
fore the eves of mortal had loeked up-
cn, sud i return would thankfully re-
ealve our fate with calm webanity.

Cigveagale, in a semi-unconsclons
stote, vit poring ave!d the Ume-worn
itla of his aped mother, endeavoring
Ly every concentruted effort of his soul
ta muse the Invertsd Unea of the

A praver.  TOur-sur-Fa-who-ou-
~Inter Pamilie-,Uthen with a wiheex-
proah allowed the boak to alip De-
bla nervelrss Nngera, arad Banhk
15 chiadr, fizing Bix cold, glaxsy
ST YRS OWITh A4 #laby Blar.

il profeswny.- round, plump,
Trpd. e ghtadng jubllazdds
hts gresent lecama, =cruped
a2t ehest efler xboel of
Lacs s eoiving This oo~
wEuly, A & eLaisoseut fo
1 b 330
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Dour narrow contines? My purohed, Jdye

DROEUoWIN, T coutd T Tinast T see my
fuce In them! Greut God!  The ool
of the Spherold was sinking! bielting
—uur timoe had come! The' proiessor
lovked up.

“HEureka! T have found it he
sereamed, then catehing sight of the
sinking Spherold his ruddy counten-
afce terned Aas ghasty as the driven
ELOW, 'O, God, just one minute long-
er—ons Hitle minute and we enter n
nuutratlzing temperaiere!  Fifty sen-
onds—-Forty seconds—half o minute—1t
has ceased! I have made a mistake of
30 seeomds, Pump, Oliver, pump! We
are vntering colder reximsa. See! The
wreel resumes s origlnal shepe—coal-
Ing--cooling--rizing—we are dpved!

The prufessar's loud, walling cry of
“trivmph seemed  to startie athe dead
man, The carpme fell to the Noor. rolled
over twiee, and lo! Clevesdole rose Lo
his el, stupfFercd across tha Hegle
roam and fell fainting Into VanGan's
nrna. .

The musclezr of my erm relaxed and
P odroppad the pump bandle, sprung to
the sidy Trup-doar of the Spheroid and
with a Eroan of agomizing suspenas,
ture it open. Toe thy ulter usiondah-
ment & torrent of fresh glr poured [2to

ing lungs drunk it by the gzlion, new
1 pasned Into me and ] wuk endowed

with the buoyntey of o God With
taptum- 1 tumesd to my companions:
Clevesdabe. bis pale, handroome face
reslin tho proteinor’s shoul-

Vaoi{izlms black
1in an - awprocuen af

g trurmyh an e polated £ dusy
T T 4o Lhe wippor sbell of the
54‘;. bt 3. Creomdaby plreis 3
aym
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the myrmidons of- Satan resist me [
shutl preve it to the warid! The in-
terior of the ciarth (3 nefther nomolten
mess, i n fused or pasty condition,.or
soitd throughout, The ideas or thie-
orles, are erroneous!  Aluolute wvnou-
urn In neture his no existence, even at
{he enrth's renter, 1t 18 a great eddy,
2 whirting, tearing, eenflicting torrent
of str, the Jayers nearest 1o the surface
turned 1o such a-degree that oxypgen
fs econsumed, We are now beginnng
fo enter Lhe cody's axis, where Agaln
exyeen will ex ahsolute guletness
relgn, and gray cense to pet. dlere-
aiter our journey will he returded,
rravity actng in opposition 10 the
Bpherold. with a tendency 1o aguin
bring it to the mlddie of the carth, Wae
nuyve hid demonsirated 10 us thut wir
whirling in an eddy crentes & grenter |
hout thien vt displaced by o hedy foll-
ing by the force of gravity. 1f not why |
should the top of the Spherold glow
with intense heat, and the bottom re-
mnin comparatively eoal* <Henceforth,
wientlemen, our journey will be wveoen-
tinued simply by the incompreicnsilde
momentum neghired In the first halt

of Jur X! .
Here gry from Clevesdale Inter-
rupted the professor, aud rushing o

the window we three stick our heads
out id gmzed upon the wondrous

glory and grandeur of a heaven, bhath-
wl In a soft, swedt light, thut had oo
visthle souree or heat. We could now
fujrly comprehend the speed at which
we were pussing through the howels
of the carth., The sen of splendor be~
tow doubled {n magnitude every-serond,
untt 1t stretehed fur beyvond the pow-
er of humian vision, without even the
seemingiess of o hutizon, A fraetion
af a second wnd the stevl Sldes of the
Spherold were flovaed with o soft,
mellow lghi—ansther fraction,  ond
we had entered-1he pxr of the conter
of the cortBb—thea renlm of Plaio, where
instend of the darkness of nignt, lught
yeigns eternul, und the turmedl of the
world 1s dead, .

=My theory in proven.” sutd Van-
Gauff in an uwed whisper, 1 will trume«
pot 1 In trlumph 1o the sworld, profoes-
zorsof rank, and the selentisig of the
uye, shall full ot my feet and Xi=a
the hem of my garment In homage!
Who ix kIng? Te net this falryland
more wonderfut thun any roanarehy
of the exterlor, and {s |1 not ours by
the long-defended right of discovery

LGeholdt At fast abeolute knowledge is.%

the preatmnssol igmeous uld sepurate
{taelf from the sun and fall tiirouph
infinity. The Arvchean, Potezoic, M-
spziv and LCenozole  tmes refiected
themselves upon our exeited mafhnsg-
Aion with stariling vividness, uand, hav-
ing w deadly antipaihy of ihe repulie
rare, that age was Impressed upost me
rirongest. The snale-lle Plesiosnu
rus, plant Icehihyosaurus, and huge,
bl -lilee suurtang aoed my bruin so fall
of misery thut 1 turned from {ifre seene
In disgust,

“eh!™ T shuddered, “Where are tha
inhabitunts, Clevesdale—have you seoen
unvihing allve!

“There are no Inhablinnts,” sabd the
praofessar: “‘my theory goes to prove—"

“Shuekr on your theary ! !n(e'-r:'u_nl-"
ed Chrvesdale, “Why shouldgnit-there
Te 1 here as well as ot the surface
of the-glob=? Have we not alr, puro
] frosh, and Jght eternal?’ |

cliut nn owater)” excludmed VanGafl

emplhatieally, white Dowser  growled
ntnousiy nt the professor's pugnnelvus
sttitnde, CAlr, my denr Olevesdulp,
dwes had nn exixtence In these subtoer-

plaeed within our reech, ad the n‘”’“*"'ll{“”"""" dopthis ginee this beglnning af

of Yrof, llontus Voandiaf, Blickemey-
or  Clevesdule, and  Oliver
will by pleced nmang the

sturs of eternlty!" -

luminous

hrog Thny oncompaseed s How
our vision was capable of penctrating
the mystic world 1t was Impossible o
form the falntest opinion. We could.
wep nothing--<qniy -duil | gray, like a
misty morning in mid-summer. Van
Gaft” presently informed us that the
feercury rested at 20 degrees above
freczing, and that we‘could now enjoy
the luxury of a-glasa of cold water,
(levesdule sbondoned thie window and
1 war left clone. Far below, whelher
uw mbe, w hundred, or a thousand of
them 1 knew not. but it must hove
been nearer the second, I begun to,dis-
tinpeuish o falat light. aboul the size
of on evening star. I rubbed my eyes
vigorotsly, swallowed & glass of water,
and returned 1o my post. Was it sim-
ply a eaprice of an overwrought tmag-
ination? Ne. The blxzing mmass woy
stll there, fully a yard wide! 1 called
1o the professor ant (¥nvepdnle.

=W\'e pre nearing the axis of the cen-
ter of the ratth.”’ coimiy explpined
VenGa®; but I eould  sce the k-
of hope dying out of hiz e¥és nx he
spoke. I i3 Dow tocrely ooguestion of
—14 ar 16 minures.”

“Your theory, then. 18 dead’™ ex-
claimed  Clevesdale angrily. As
warthliess an the paper uvpon  which

you've beet rerlbbling since we left the
polet Tou {ifted un to the utrmost pin-
nacle of hase with your theories znd
tawk, and new we perink, tkree wretch-
wd, conmursinete fools. 4o w-sen  of-
fAxmes sterted by the Sovil amd fad by
o mizmapletoa!™

S et purued the professor o oa
Boarsa whisper. “We noe mol what
e gre gouiecivg (leoesdsbondt i Une
ocrmnlpeivhs! There o sUll Bage—wsd
fecd n beal ap gt -

Stz we geaneed  furth. . TWe muarn

Awaln we_peered forth, our hnsoms
swelling wilh righiec H
were swifily gHding over—wht? Crent
mosses of suntt #tone, mountaling of’
rock. with greut fissu
rugeed. sldes. allke glorfticd by the
heavenly brightness. and birond vai-
tevs of granite, Hke rivers of gold flow--
Ink through Paradise? .

The history of u million
more stured vd in the Tuce.

Yoiurs  or
Wea snw

Awarded Highest Honers,
World's Fair. .
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he eavils formation. TU s practieal-
Ty, cves totally imperishable, eifle we-
ter mnderstind, I8 merely o condensed
vagebr, At this depth we could senres-
iy expeet noregulusr radnfall. Inhiabit-
in this ¢limate, my theor—'"

e EE - Thoosy. be_dumned 122
Aereamed Clevesdole from the window,
"‘Q\ifr.k\' Oliver—professor—i0 the win.
dow or 1t is ton lote!

WD & single bouna we wers at his
et Mountain "and  vialley hasd dis
'u{)nr\nmd. and ‘beoeath us by o broad
phaty, Kmnoth as & murhle‘.tloor, nird

o mimost spowy whiteness o color,
AR qulvering hand Ciev ale point-
fivd wtghtly nhiad and dnwnwun{. Tao

spur'utmost hstonlshment o beheld o

by mimld, equallng in hight and mans-

vemias the  marvelous  wonders  of
v, Ulpon Jte browc, fabulnr sum-
matl -eat the gigantle fipdre of 4 mon
hewd! fram the solld rock, fts bulging
Cewons mgtaring with o feree fixedness
ueroge the platn,  One muscualar arm
axwided far ubove ith bead, held alety
the dstorted fizure of «4 womuu, from
which the masstve fingers wore sliw-
Iy crushing the Mfa, in the left hand
wus # lung, polnted juavelin, transhx-
inr a horrible representntion of an tn-
ternul beling, We gnzed down upon (2
as e paxued,

“Ho, professort™ I erled. “What a
glorlots wovel! The ectentlsts max
hend 1o you—the Bterury werid will
Lend to e, Whint producunn have
we Gow thut sl equal mioe” 1 il
mels it bleod-cardling,  fussioatuns
nausealing 10 the presant ow line 4f
B siemel  wllk emade -
talee of the Avolilan Wig

Phie sodbn o rlveted 10 AT b
unid Cleveadale, “aAnd §-s}
thee warid. withi in peprodics i
was! One fhilnx T vroimegnbae
e, NIRRT e T B SHns gl
moawker ¥ A Ahougid A0 Aurned B beqd

neanph.,
Jled U
whut
sphen.

\
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o Clevesdale,  and  Cliver  Lerow!] 1y 'ves totally imperishaine, whtle wa- | helow us. that part of my hand expased to tne | that certaln diseases are more readily
Le pinced ameng the fuminouy | trr anderstand. is mercly a condensed | e professor held oot Bis hznd and | Shower, and the professor's was sim- | developed in certaln occupations ihan

wend oy

of eternlty!™ - Hampbr. At this depth we could searce- Tus N - sealded i hag

r ; i =1 whisg usiliy. Towser, cver mind- | DI¥_scalded. in others. That cach.occupation hasg
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