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" comrade’s face and weighted the corngrs

* %Al money in despoteh, beg ma e
E’ beloved roather, Mrs. John Flezgerald, Hallfax, - God |
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‘il
MePherson een Lh:rty and . f.urty ‘miles

10 theé south and east.  He was on the Bu; N
Wind River.. It unwound itself. Behind
him; narrow, and frozen, dnd lv-‘lstmg, ar -
vesitabié trait of death, Ten miles ba(‘khiv
Constabl Kmnny‘mth a bit of chewed;
- mogse-hile still “between his  stiffenecy |
lfawi_ Close beside hinr fay Taylor, his
rifle|grip: d in his hand, and the tap of his
head shot off. And here, at his awn feot, -
Fitzgerald looked dowp updn the fast of
xhc three who had fought their way down

! thé river| with hini, and who had skiowed
him, one'after the other, liow the meo of
the Northland dic. . .

Carter was the third—and last: He .

had died only a few minutes before.

With what little strength remained in his <
‘own [rozen and swollen limbs, Fitzgerald

drew the bndy back fifteen feet from the
charred: remains of their last bre, and
crossed his hands over his breast. Then

ke spread a handkerchiel over his dead

of the handkerchicl down with.bits jof

- T
Skockurn |Houaa Ia]{

charred wood, so that the wind would hot blow it away.}

the-river, g hundrod yards away, and tothe

armivcoat there. *
eavy mantla envelope. -

ad burned to a point.
he envelopc'

& bank, my rlathéa, eto., T
w my t[l.ar

F. L FrrzcEraLp, #. N. W.

Foot by foat, at times on his hands anth knees, Fitzgerald]’
-dragged himeelf back through the terrible grjy gloom: tof
nd of & wil-|
fow that h‘ung out over the Big Wind he'tied a red neck
‘bandierchief. It was more difficult in getting back, but he
ntéd Carter for company, even though he was dead. He
led’ isell 10° the fire-bed, but there was no longer a
From hid coat pocket he diew forth
His frozen fingers were too stiff
héld a pencil, so he picked-ip a charred ‘stick, that
With' this stick he scrawled on

ve

He put the envelope back in his pocket,! then wrapped

" "himselfl in a blanket, and stretched himself out on his back Morth—the Royal N
-He ne longer felt the sting
Ee cm%scd Ne fanfare of truni
those 626 héraic mest Who patrof a.country that!

where the fire had been. -
of the intense cold.™ He no longer felt paip.

his hands on his breast, and left his face uncovered, look-
ing to the last straight up into that dead and awful gloom

of the Arctic sky, -
" In that way he died.

This is not Action.

It is a tragedy in real life—a

wragedy of that sevage Morthland whose stories seldom
reach civilization, and where a few thousand men and
wamen are living, as they have lived for more than two
centuries, awnid those grim enviconments where the one

great flaw of life is that of the survival of the fAttest.

In

Getion the dying man who wrote his fast words with = bit

of charred wood when he had a pengil in his pocket would | mites.
But Fitzgerald did thay, and he erossecd

he called unreal.

his hands aver his breast;.and siraightened himself out
before he died, for in that way he could he more casily

carried when he was found.
lecagse he wanted (o die quickly amd not lingeringly.

And Tayior bacl shot himsell,
And

Kinney had fonght for Life until the last, and dicd \\Hh

" hn of lmlgh mosse-hide in, his mumh.
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l I in that big, frozen world gse man is sent out) with those

vpic words from hea

reme buck wntil you ‘re gal youir manl

whose “'leng arm”

dquartcrs ringing in his eais:

“Don't
It is a service

is 1ypified in scores of instances like

“that of Carporal Handeock, who last year traveled 837

mites by dog wam, with the 2emperature mnging from

. travqlcd 21
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erae- .ru\':poﬂm ot o wlisess!’
ay heroes,”" Rudyard Ripling La|
zve: called them once, but they don't
ork for, that dollar a day. s wha
ord St_ra(hcuna calls " the spirit” Mondy
lone coukl not hire the’ day's work done. |
ug thc‘Honor Roli® 1n~.pxres i.
b was“the! spirit” that usged Figz-:
na'id and hiy brave comrades on to their
death, In Decembei lhty lelt on the
‘patrol from Fort McPherson 10 Dawson,
with thice dog teams of five dogs vach.
{In_February 28th Corporal Deinpster and’
4 relie! patgol siét™our to- discover what
hael happefled to them. The old .rail -
in the spow told a part of thé story, and
-Firzgerald's diniy cold most ‘of the rest,
when| the bodies wer. found faie in
March, Fitzgerald and is comyades had *
lost “themseives for a week.. Food ran
short| There was ample Gme for them 1o
bave turﬂed back. But the spirit'ol “do
" ordié™ drged them on in thelr search for
the trail that #ws never found, until lh(‘y
“entered at; last upon the ' Rall of Honpr™ §
on that d%y of death on the Big Wind.
Many ghuesame as well ak peritos tasks
. fali to these men of iron and uer\e—and
especially to those whose service is in the [
frozen zone and wat iy che prairie colntrjes,
crefare use jcanoes, snowshoos and degs in-

stead nf hérses—{rom hich thei service .takes ity mis.

b Mounted,” Ip the coldest period of the
oral - Handeock, who was at Green Lake,
&5 with a dead mnn ‘The body was that
who had {toren to-de th an, his trap-ling,
vas ordercd.;to bring hint to. Prince Albert.
e was frozeh to the rigidity of iron, His

arms and 12

. doubled that it tould hardly be kept on a sledgc
. twenty days Handcoek was alene.in that grim eompany. |
Every night. the wolfish *huskics"

mbs were sprawled out, and his body was so

(his teaint of malemute

dogs) wailed and hawled i the presence of that termible

deidsand Handeock's L)?S Agrew dark and sunken.
-hody had te e’ repgeked

sime time

- frozen trager from’ the
L degrees below zero. .
Here was tragedy alone—but farcher north, away up
ear-Du Brochct. a heraic ligtle swoman was giving a touch
{ romance todeath.  She wds a young half-French woman
-gnd her hushand.was trappmg foxes along thc edge of the

'Sarrensg wh

,,hody of. hcr

a sledge, and with four dogs set out in February.

tible storm
. For & weck
- building he

The
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fifty
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Thorne wax packing in anol
est, with the temperature

Constable

en death came inte their little home.

The nearcst post was forry miles away. W rapping “the

kysband i a blanket, the-wile. packed him on”
A ter-
swept down upon Her and she berame lost,
she struggled-through that Arcti¢ desolation,
r camp-fires ot might and steepingiclase Deside

Jer dead.husband.  On the eighth day she \»ul; found by a

Hudson's Bay (_ompany s oitlfit From Broche:

Ylack hair,

more night

Her long

hung in masses about ker.  Her checks were:

bunLen, shé whs aimost blind, and one of her: feet was
' zen. She had covered ncarly a hundeed miles,

One
and she would not havé risen from her slevp

Beside her dead husband.
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