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(4 True Tale of the Shtmonsace.)

{Writsen for TR ARGUE by Jas. O. Curwood.]
| CRAFTRR I.

‘The 17th of October, 1813, dawa-
od brightand beautital ; notthe shadow
of = cloud marred the sky abovs, and it
appeared as thoungh one had resched
the heart of an uniohebited wilder.

ness.

Yeat a close obasrver siationed on the
high blu® on the west side of the Shia-
wanses, would liswe noticed a
number of pluted and
trailing slowly across the flats below.

Some were cirrying heavy bundles.
others with
their belts, while a small body, gusrd
ing _some unforvunste prisoners,

ht up the rear.

And what was this strange band; a
tribe of the Chippews Indians who
were retureiog from their dissstrous
cawveign with Tecumseh, std were
hendod by the powerful chief, Skako,

They pess-on, shd are almost imme-
diately followed by aumother party.
Thess latier do Bot cross the open but
dodge slong the bank of the river,
keeping themselves concealed ns much
as posaible. 1% ia evident the two war
pariies are enemles. -

1 The purscers are. led by Osceols. &
mhiﬂfln? the Chippewss, son of FPonto.

- A short explansiion is reqiired at thia
point. Many people suppose that st
‘sorae past dsy & batile was fought two
and one-half mlles sputh of Chesaning
between the old chiefs Shako and
Ponso. That is not the case. There
was s Hght at the place designated
above, but old traditions say between
 Shako and Ponto’s son Osceola: and,
again, Shako was not killed; he died
of the smalipox,;in the year of 1837
Shako, it-is said, becams chief soop af-
ter Ponto's death, but much against
the will of tha latter's son.

Of course there are many jegends
concercing the two chiefs; but they
are 80 widely different in opinion that
itis almoat impossible 16 guin true
facta ip that direction. The truth of
this story is based entirely upon the
{nformation given me by some of the
oldest and most reliable settlers of

rioaw county.

e battle deacribed below wss
t, a8 nearly ascan be recollected

Isated for three successive da
Omecoln at length gained control of the
avparated tribe, but in the s dnﬁ of
1840, General Brady removed the whole
Shako plsyed an im t part in
the war of 1812, fighting of” conrse, on
the British side. Osoceola, hawever,
helped the Americans in many a hard
fought battle. Iienee tl:a gmj rivtl:'y.
i S T

porth, the sky was overcast and a deep
gloom . hung over the wvalley. The
asually-still and tranquil Shiawssses
waa & rolling torrent ; waves knee high
rushad upon the pebbly shore, tossing
in wild confusion s number of pletur.
 esque cumoss that wu;lt?&e:haft there,
n & high, blu com-
man;:l?ad the ﬂv?::pin al' directions
stood 3 Sgore—the figure of sn In-
| dian. His long, looke, many-colored
Tipnkét inttered wildly in tf

large
inted Indiaps

gory scalps dangling at

| about the miadly of October, 1817, sind,

A fSierce wind was blowlng from the

plans by wihilch the Sl
‘were situnted on the other slde of the
Fiver were to be defeated.

- the wight the gale .ceumd
‘apd the siars came out bright sna
clear ; mothing mwrred the desth-like
xospt. the dripping of waser

‘casional ory of & pantker, anon jolned
by the 3 lrlrofu:ﬁdut. in the deep

forest far béyond.
Although 80 calm and ful, hu-
1aan beings were abroad that night oa

the flawsof the Shiawasses, two and
one-half miles soush of where Chesa-
“aing sow stands. L
A little 10 one side of the Indian vil-
wss s smali grove of powerful
_pines ; in the shadow of thess irees
sigod & body of Indinns Osoeols

| gonld be discerned in the dim light

looking Intently and ateadily towsrd
the north-he neither moved or spoke,
bat wemed to bes ?rtp{ the mighty
tree agninst which he wasleasiog. In
one hand he held a long rifle. onve the

y of & British “soldier; in the

other a tomahawk stained red. ;

‘The splashing of a deer in the water
below caused sevoral rifles Lo lprin‘:o
the ahodlders of as man s
» low word of waraing m chisf
lnatantly lowered them; the gremter

however, no sitention to the
scund, but continoed to gase scroms
‘the vountry to the northward.

Buddenly, far away in the distance,
a bright fiame shot upward to the onst,
to the west—once ! twice, them fell.
The Indians were signaling from the
Cheuni!g (Big Rock.*) Immedistely
Osceola and his bravea began moving
from their cover. Stesling quietly to
the water's odge they smbar in
their canoes, and soon the 15 warriors
were flying down the stream 1o joina
much larger party waiting for them
tw; mill,::‘b;alcw Shako's flate.” esal

he dles were di noislessly
in and out of the waterp‘g:gh s skili po
white man conid have imitawsd. Soon
the foremost canoce turpad toward the
shore, closely followed by the rest—a
few minutes later they were joined by
Osceola’'s cousin Qlescce, who was sc-
companied by 125 braves. 'l‘pioﬁn 4
tbey made a wide detour through the
forest to take Shako in the rear.

The larger A:an of the Indisns were
arwed with rifles; some oarried Eo-
glish maskets, while others posscised
relics of the old French and Indian
war, The remsining ones carried
strong hickory bows with flint headed
arrows. 'Together they made a formid-
able nrray. |

Oncools followed the n of the
{her fo:d uualy ;l mile wl;en U] ':bmp'v

turrded an unged iuto the pine.

orest, following cautlously & well-
beaten trail. It seemad an age. before
they, st Iaat, reached the outakirts of
the woods. From - bere they struck to
thesouthward and within haif an hour

{ were in Bhako's rear.

As you soe, the plan of atinck was
admicaple, the war party baving. com-
plated & half circle and ln such s man-
ner as not to arouse the suspiclol of.
their enemies. At this point they’ di-
vided themsslves into two divisions,
then began to slowly ¢reep towsrd the
doomed yillage; the ground was well
adapted for a night sarprise. At this
ioulsr plnce the Shiawassee (shin-

g waters) makes s wide curve; on

the sttacki ty’a side, high bluffs
rise about tﬂrf;rwds back grom the
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gacage SIONE 06 ALK OF  LoG . Iyer,
keoping themselves coucesledss much
as possible. 1% is evident the two war
pariies are enemles. "
The ynnuenm led by Osceois, »

P- | ehief of the Chiippewas, son of Pouto.
- A short explanation s reqilred at thin
point. Many people suppose that st
some past day & battle was fought two
ang one-half mlies south of Chesanin
between fhe old chiefs Shako an
Ponso. That is not the case. There
wasa iight at the place designated
abova, bat old traditions say between
Shako and Ponto's son Oaceola: snd,
again, Shako was not killed ; he died
of the smallpox.in the year of 1837
Shaka, it is said, became chief soon af-
ter Ponto’s death, but much against
the will of the latter’s son.

Of course there sre many logends
concercing the two chiefs, but they
sve 8o widely different in opinion that
it is alimost imposaible to guin troe
facts in that direction. The truth of
thix story is based entirely upon the
{uformation given me by some of the
oldest and most relisble settlers of

naw county.

e battle doscribed below was
fought, a8 nearly as can be recollecied,
about the middle of Octobsr, 1817, sid.
|insted for three succtssive dm

Omeceols at Jength gained control of the
separated tribe, but in the lgﬂﬂi of
1840, Gepecsl Brady removed the whole
“Bt?&wpge{l i pomgt' port |
o sn im : n
the war of 1812, fighting of” course, on
the British side. Owoeola, however,
helped the Americans in many s hard
fought datile. I{enee t.l'le gmj rinl:y.

'1' el s

A fierce wind was blowing - from the
north, the sky was overcast and a deep
gloom . hung over the walley. The
‘wauallystitl sud trsnguil Shiawssses
was & rolling torrent ; waves knee high
rushad upon the pebbly shore, tossing
in wild confasion » number of pictur-
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n & high, & bluff that com-
mlnpt;,ad -fﬁg ;'ivpz:pi_ al! directiona
stood = fSgure—ithe re of an Ino-
disn, Hia long, looss, many-colored
hilankét finttered wildly in the gale.
It-was & pigturesque scene; the black
*lolonds mrashl nq in the Leavens seemed

fairiy to mingie with the dark swoke
that drifted upward from seres of wig-
WamS m&ha:%wlf on the flata..
Suddeniy the sharp crack of & rifle
sang-out abors the storm ; the figure
on bluff was seen to leap qulekly
backward, It was well he did so, for
pext instant & ‘builet mﬂt?nf%rg
the empty space, & mo :
‘oecuphg v Osceola.s chief of the Chip
{o‘ dark th
g in the sky sbove passed over

orsh

rice 1
would
i of &

deter's.

mﬁ:jﬁeﬂ D ogn
worain
ices s% the chiefiinp's face. ‘7
risiting Jerous reneyate hus dedlared|war? So
sadges. | be it, and before mnother su shall pass
o'er our heads Hhako will die. For
yeara have tha English and American
nations been at pasce,
stillexista” = - -
" All this was said inan undertore, .80
-1 low that thé:‘r._,aﬂkqx himeelf was

ly consolous of stisring & ward: Aets
last sentemce fall; from his lips le
wheeled sbout:and stalked toward the
Inrge up of wi iy ‘i
Reaching thére by
Soon hin werlors 10 th
won his war 1o the conneil U
and kere, during one of the niost terrl:.
hie storma of she yess, were desw

-

I wag‘

ir trials

ue camoes that were fastened there.

#igo your treach-’

bat the fued |
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1 # {nvorite signai-station of the Tndians, .
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the sosntry to the northward.

Suddenly, tar away In the distaice,
& brighs fame nhot upward to the enst,
1o the west—once ! twice, themn fell
“The Indisns were signaling from the
Chesanipg (Big Roeck.®) Immediately
Osceols and his bravea began moving
from their cover. Swesling quistly to
the water's adge they embar in
their canoes, and soon the 73 warriors
were flying down the stream 10 jolna
much larger party walting for them
twqeh mi:::l blelow Shako's flats.” clesal

e dles were dipped noislessly
in and out of the water with a skill wo
white man could bave imitated. Soon
the foremont cance turned toward the
shore, closely followed by the rest—a
few minutes Jater they were joined by
Oscooln’s cousin Glencoe, who was ac-
oompanied by 125 braves. Togethny
tbey made a wide detour thro the
forest to take Shako in the resr.

The larger of the Ipdians were
armed with ea; some carried Eo-
glish muskets, while others possessed
relics of the old French and Indian
war,  ‘The remaining ones carried
strong hickory bows with flint hended

arrows. Together they made aformid-
sble srray. , v
Onceols followed the n of the

river for nearly s wiile when he abrupt-
1y turded and plunged inio the pine.
orest, following cautiously » weil-
bestes trail. It seemad an age. before
they,at last, reached the ountakirts of
the woods. From bere they siruck to
thesonthward and within half an hour
were in Bhako's rear.

As you see, the plan of stiack was
admirable, the war ML baring oom-
pleted a half cirele and in such s man-

ner a8 not L0 arouse
their enemies. At this point they'di-
vided themselves into two divisions,
then began 1o slowly creep toward the
doomed village: the ground was well
adapted for & night surprise. At thia

fcular place the Shiawaasee (shin-

g waters} makes- s wide curve; on
the sttacking party’s side, high blufls
rise xbout ty rods back m the

river; between there and the stream
| are the Bhako flats npon which atood
the desiguated village. ..

The town consisted of fully & huny

dred wigwams which during the last
few days had been surrou ‘%v & pal-
.isade of sharpened stakes. {th the

aid of tough wood ivy and grape vines
they managed to reach the river bot-

tom without even arousin o epe-
my's dogs.  They now {fell - i all
fours, and quickly geined noe

through'the harrier of poiated stakes.
At this critical moment adog barked,
soon joined by a dozen others,

‘With lond war whoops, Oscecla sond
his savages rushed forward. No an-
swering ¢ry of defiance greeted them;
no arrows came whizzing through the
=ir or rifie ball- to cause destruction.
Shako had fled. Sl

Hark! What Ia that? Prom far down
the river comes faintshouts; rifle shots
are heard snd blood eurdling yells »ing
out on the midnight air. The ‘tables
are turned! Osceols is beaten.

Coutinued next S8aturday,

A

Rock.” This boulder 1s sitnated some elghty
rads sant of the village: {1 18 n pacutlar a?
woillas & beautiful mass of atone, rising ab”

i | raptly on two aides to an altitnde of beveo
S 1 feot ; 1% In abont 3 feet long,
91018, Thlsin §
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Mhptﬁlym‘muﬂ:ﬁhir&c!
when s froat ligh MM
. “The villsge is buri.

‘apiuthe
ag® said

-osution. As the foremiost guined ihe
windy shore, s splash was haerd in the
river. All'wasssstillas:denth; every
rifie wau ready, and any » fnll stretoh-
- od bow was pointed woward the omlan-

“Back | thay are waiting in ambush ;
gothing can save if 8"

*

Pinery, the white hunter.”

h! retrest!” and like spec-
tral shadows the Emrtnl body of sar-
agen disappeared in the gloom.

L . » » » L ]

The sun was beaming all over thia

Iand of the wild; the birds were sing-
ing, snd the sweet scent of burning
birch was wafted apon the breexy alr;
the fish daried from thelr hiding pisces
.and splashed Sl&e!uuy npon the calma
bosom of the river ; & timid deer came
to the clear water for ita early drink:
and all seémed glad on this glorious
morning. ‘

Lat us look & quarterof & mile above,
and we do not see these signs of peace.

Two fortified camps face esch other;
the renegudes on the right—Osceols on
the left. Presently » white man
. eme from the edge of the forest;
! tall, dressed ir buckskin and carrying
| an nousustly long rifle. It was Pinery.
the hunter. Osceola greeted him
warmly.

My white brother is just iz time;
we are about to make a move agsiost
wondercamp, and when & bright light
and 3 loud report comes from the Big
Rock, we will begin.”

*So ye airgoin’ tor lather itto “em,
Ossy? Wall,1h you'll ‘ave good
luck, an'jt won't my fault if old
Kill-deer don™t drap sum on ‘em.™
Here he paused and petted affection-
ately the muzzle of his rifle. As we
take a close obaervation we notice that
there are but few braves around; the

i Pommtr o dhmmr bhawme mnmmlem a1V oo

Oscecla starting upona keen |
e . e vicinity
Mth&mh-d the vicin {c@!ﬂuh'

FOUu Cross.
u;'.Whomm?" queried the ohief- |

steryala 1o f
e b
“Shi o vorgy of the { av
4 .mwitklxaud war-whoop

Pinery dash-
bt

wauld mever again molest the wribe.

Ris desth ocnarred in 1837, and his
grave is yob to besennt in one of the
most wild and besuliful spota of the
Shiawassee.

*The Indiapa oast of the Missinsippi at that
day might be divided i(ote’ four great
famition. The Ironuopls, the Al quine, the
Hurops and the Mobillans, sacia speaking &
language of lts own, Yaried by numerous dis
lecthe formue. To thewe fomilies must bs ad-
ded n few wirnggiors from the grent wesiern
rate of the mm_... basides several distinet
tribes uf the xouth. J. €.

THE END.
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Come and see us Monday and we: mll
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