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 COMMERCE ON

7 Great Lakes for

a fact.

ing .any obstruction: to- their traffic; -they

its . present accorodations:”

OWners

‘worked out by Col. Charles . L. Davis,
engineer in charge of the district. '

as well be wasted

‘ -~ J.OLIVIER CURWOOD
Anfirﬁox or ‘_‘siorm:é or TRE IHEAND §EAS PERILS GF LAXE NAVIGATION,

F - TH¥- ordinarily informed —person
were told that the freight traffic- of the
' ‘1906 - was almost .
double that of 1go4, it is quite probable that he -
“would sdoubt’ the. statément. until - conclusive.
figures were' produced. . Yet- this growth “is .-

- Only -a few years ‘ago,’ shlppers : and ‘éhjp"r.
"'oxw*rit__é'rs‘looked"fa,r into the future without see--"

‘joiced "at; the- excellent tock service at  Sault 7
. Ste.Marie, and -prided-themselvés on possessing -
fine and ample harbors.. Now, there is a be-
lief that traffic on the inland seas is outgrowing. -
esent Dusing. the last
yeat the great ship-building “companies along
the Lakes have received moté orders for vessels
‘than they could £ll; they have been working
extra, time, and have employed extra forces of
men; new ships have been built and launched

< uding great. satisfacion, is at the same fime’

fnancial loss will fall upon shippess. and:ship - -doe:
hers . Foreseeing such a condition, Congresshandle t- required- for eight months the:ser- =~
has this session-been asked to authorize the ex< : ains, '

penditure of a large sum of mioney” for the en- ..
largement of facilities at the Soo ;--though in
just what form the improvement will be made .
is not yet known, as several plans for .meeting
the ‘increasing. freight bulk are now being

When, in 1843, Senator Norvell, the.
United States Senator from Michigan, intro- .
duced a bill into the Senafe requesting a grant
of land for the building of the Sault Ste. Marie
‘canal, Henry Clay said that “the money might - barrel of flour 250 one-pound loaves of bread.
i for a project in the moon.”

THE GREAT LAKES

BY

*” ‘STEEL: LEVIATHANS OF FHE GREAT LAKES™,
For o time after the completion of the canal in
1853, it looked as though the Kentucky states- -
‘man had been ‘right.  During the first year
-only 14,503 tons of freight, or little more than the
‘torinage carried by a single vessel at the present
time, passed through the canal. The million-
. ton mark was not reached until 1876.. In 1885,
the Soo canal began its tace with Suez; and in .
1890, with a freight passage of 9,000,000 tons, it
exceeded  the Suez tonnage by more than two
millions.  In 1geo, 25,062,530 tons of freight”
passed: through the canal; by the end of rgoq
this had increased to 31,546,106 tons. - Then
came ‘the tremendous growth of 1gos-ch. - In
 the one season of 1905, there was an increase of
‘12,253,561 freight tons—an increase as. great
‘as that of the preceding eight years. - When ' .
to 1gos is added the increase of 1906, one ar-," '
rives at. the astonishing fact that the Lake.
freight of the past two seasons shows an in- -

ﬂ::. i

with unprecedented rapidity-—and . still the -crease as great as that of the fourteen years
“demand for ships is-unabated. - . - - preceding! ; L A
This increase.in the—"\folume.of'.frcight, whilé~ . Estimating .from official figures made al.

‘Sault Ste. Marie, it is quite safe to say that.

rousing -anxious speculation.” If the growth 100,000,000 tons of freight unave peen traus-
continue: at its present rate; it will be but a . '
‘compératively short time before the canals at™.
he Soo’ will be unable properly, to care for the
reight. demanding: passage,. and tremendous

ported upon the Great Lakes during the last
year. . Unless set outin 2 way that the eye and " |
the mind-can seize upon;- the magnitude of .
" these figurés can hardly be appreciated. What o
does 100,000,000 tons of freight mean? ~To

“vices. of ‘1,500 : Lake" taptains, 3,000 mates,
15,000 sailors, and 100,000 landsmen. It was
" nine times as great as the tounage that passed
~-through the Suez canal;- twice the combined
-anhual tonnage of London and Liverpool, two
- of the world’s greatest seaports;y and more than .
the' 50,000,000 tons in excess of that which entered”
7 and left New York. R sl
Tf the total amount of grain which was car-
red last season were made into flour, and to It
were added the flour fonnage, the aggregate.
would” make 42,936,683 barrels. - From: a '

first

¢an’be made. Estimating that every persor: .
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THE STEAMER “AUGUSTUS %,
'It has a record of Ioadmcr 12 50 tons 1_

position, it is caught by- great steel 'cla\vs, is
lifted completely from the track, and its con-
terits are dumped into great chutes the smaller
ends of which are in the hatches of the freighter. .
-With a great roanng noise the coal rushes down-
~ward. - In the carit looks like 2 large quantity,
but in the cavernous . hold of the vessel it re-.

- ‘minds oné of a ha,ndful of dirtin a tub, Car-

load follows carload Clouds of- black: dugt .
float out.of the hatche and’ every’ part of the
- boat and.évery person near it becomes black |
and’ ‘griny. ~Not until the coal contained in.
200 carts has gone down the chutes is the freigh-
ter full.  This loadmg process ta.kes from three
0 four hours :

‘hoists are fowered: info them, and- an armv of-

'WOL JIN’ "‘L“"Lb LDILJu

"‘The huge vessel is noxv'-toﬁed' out of the har-
bor and the thousand-mile trip to' the north -
begins. Arriving at Duluth or “Ashlind, the
hatches ar¢ again opened. Greal six-ton

great ore ch
loading sta!
freighter is
built high~

from 250 to 300 men, known as "ﬁllerb, COmES
abeard. Ag fast as ihev All a hoist it is raised
swung over the wharf, and its- contents a
dum_ped in a great pile.~ For eight or ten hours
there is the rattling of coal, the. clanking o
chams and steel shovels and the shoutmrr of the




\ .

COMMERCE ON THE GREAT LAKES

. - S - Pha.:!gm by Lord&kboadw,éaﬁlt Ste. Mirie

A 12,000-TON STEEL LEVIATHAN OF THE LAKES S . ‘

? rt;(\ilflh; dnotrltlz o _'gre'zi.t ore chl_i_te's.'-_'l‘ hese are not unlike t}}e coal- into the hatches. Then the c‘%mte ”:doors"’

no? G °f-t‘. " a : .. Toading stations, and ‘the process of filling the are opened and the ore rushes into the hold.
m }n’ﬂ sm-’to;;_ : " freighteris much the same.  From “pockets,” By this modern method a cargo of 12,000 tons
EC%?%HZII}S E},rg;}mgs - buiit high above the wharf, chutes are run  can be put into a boat in abeut two hours.

gf}oist it is raised, ' ' .

“its contents are.

o:2ht or ten hours.
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The steamer Wolvin set a record during. the
last season by loading a cargo of 12,250 tons in
one hour and thirty. minutes. - '

But with a grain boat, the scenes at the shfp— '

- ping places are quite different. Instead of tying
- up alongside a grimy, rattling coal derrick or
ore chute, the vessel lies alongside a great ele-

vator. From small openings in -the elevator,

- pipes are run into the hatches and through
- these the grain rushes with a pleasant buzzing
~sound.” In an hour and a half, a . 1o,000-ton

. freighter can in this way be filled with grain,.
which runs through the pipes at a rate of about

. 125;000 bushels an hour. © When such a cargo
is to be unloaded, pipes similar to those with
‘which . the loading is.done are' run into. the
hatches of the vessel;” but instead of the grain
“pouring down from the elevator into the ship. it
-now. begins. to disappear 1up .the :pipes, zat
the -other -end of which engines are ¢ creating

a. suction of ' several “hundréd pounds to

= COMMERCE ON THE GREAT LAKES -

o _ - COMING THROUGH THE LOCKS OF THE SO0
" As the water confined in-the lock is let out, the ship drops down to the fevel of the canal on this side

.

- -the square inch. A number of Lake vessels
“now “carry as- much as 380,060 bushels - of
“grain to a trip, and this vast quantity can be
unloaded in from two and a half to three hours:
“Itis interesting to note that the average freight-
profit of a 10,000-ton vessel is from $7.500 to -
$8,000, although there ‘are exceptional - cases
where the freightage .was as high as.$18 coo.
These enormous. freight bills come at the end
- of 'the séason, however, when shippers are wil-
ling to pay twice-the ordinary freight rates in
order to be “cleared” before navigation closes:
“—and even then their grain.and oreare carried.
for a small fraction of what the railroads would -
. charge. .o S R A :

. T[Epedr’s Néws: TSince thé ahove article was wriften
*'the. bificial report has -shown the. total Sault “Ste: Marie
" tonfage’ for 1906 at 51,751,080 tons, against ,'44,5_7?5;680
£ tonsrdnsdrgas, © Of+ this, Americar ships carry fro
t0°9694. " Thé total value of the American ships'in'rgo5
“Was over $f3,_ood,o’oc‘,_ and of Caﬁ_adién 'éhips' $5.429 ooo] .
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