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ed with straw,.a blanket or two, and-
“the lumber]acks’ “turkeys,” or those
“bags in which they keep their clothes
and little necessities. In the center of
‘the big room is the great, long, old-
fashioned box stove, in which logs five
fcet in length are blazing. Around this
_congregate the mea who are going to
::pend their Christmas in camp. They
‘are smoking or chewing, and in their
genter, within reach of all, is 2 box
- filled with sawdust in which they spit.

:“Wish th’ ‘tote’ ’d hurry up,’ 8

:This is the mght when ‘the rough,
unkempt giants:of the forest are as
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“ply-wagon, or “tote,” always comes
from the nearest station on Christmas
-eve. On this will come the presents, if
‘ther¢ are any, and nearly every fum-

world—and more than all else, the tur-
key or goose. So they wait, passing the
time away in song and story~te!img

ridges for the” next day’s dinner teils
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‘songs with o words. The whole camp
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only-monarch left..If a man has niot’

'ack on;his | shoulder.- the Heaokie”

sort ‘of anxiety is-shown.”

for.the:little:

The Era. Magazme
_dozen men become rigid, with listen~

g, room. over on-
woods comes a tong, ;nrvll, tri ump‘lam
-blast.

g tdistant veice.:
.o-8harp. crack of a - 20-foot whip, the
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‘remembrance that h1<.;.
wife and children will send him, and
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the edge. of the

It is “cookie’s lﬂom’ : R
“The totel” shouts someboady. Theré
is a world of pa*ho; in the s._rambie
that fotlows. . cL
- Up the trail sounds ti‘e jmglmg of ,
bells.. A. shout from the throats of the
delighted lumberjacks is returned by
Then' there is_ the _

“tote” is pounced upon-by a- score of,
eager hands; who strip it of evéry bun-.

gether in a big pile before the roa.mcr
stove.” Then a seli-appointed - “Santa-
~a red-faced giant. with -fists
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package are - warm:
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ber;ack tand -almost” everybodv '~‘-~'_r,
membered with blq,_wnoi—hned "Gt
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Lallediles heart” aImost stops‘ beat g

irg~as hessnatches the- precious, gift.
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turkey,
ciothes and- boots -and - hurls it mto
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It s very”® smally He. ‘gues=back:. and jack:e goes down before it liké a Ten
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‘ ;the mght of hxlanty"’m the
!cggmg-—camps. Chrtstmas mvht- Lum

but, the: jackles'f 'ave substitites, They
fiave “chipped i :
has !ugtred back

barr )

shameiacediy ‘n'i makmg out ﬂ*e list

sémebody. has sugvested peanutsiand |
: “and’ few: are :the ‘northewaoods’
shanties but what are littered fromend

tn end with husks for the “camp devil” "

toswesp out the next _morning. 2

Evérybody is happy.: The boy with
thé sweetheart. -kicks ‘his'  heels and
shotits” out a- tureless love song: He |
can afford;to be laughed at now. ‘But .
~'there “are"others In. the same ‘mood. -
* Shéuts.and loud faughter echo dutinto -
“the' bitter celd ‘hight: Over near:the
wailing pines “cookie”; sends’ back:a.
Blast of-his horn: A great,: red-shlrted
sgiant with a three months’ growth of

“beard on:his face lunges into: the mid- -

‘dle of the floor*Wwith a’ shout: There
<is a scramble for seats on the edges of
the bunks, The fiddler begins scraping
-and’ the —~bearded - monster- careens

- around-the rough floor; in a wild jig. -
. Another joins him. The pthers follow. -

" The kddler shrieks out “a stag quad-.
rille ™ and the shanty of logs trembles
"uﬁuer the heavy, shuffling feet. <1,

Qnddmiv the door opens, and for an "

instant “cookie’s” horm shows throueh‘ﬂ, . an ice cream social.
- the

Cand. agn . ear-splitting - blast- fills
<‘mntr A man cv?abq commdes dun~

‘their- own
~Christmas he is going to be at home,

s pims- “Turkeys” “begin to fill the, air.

A score of them are “clibbed”. good-
maturedly,-as ‘small’ boys: fight - with
'piilows. A resoundmg ‘whack ‘o the
‘back and a 200-pound lumberjack goes
ver with a.thud that shakes the roof.
‘There js:a. budden. scufe:sThe “tur

<% keys” are.flung in ‘the biinks to be as~

orted . by their owners later,’and’ the
fnen flock- about;an unlucky ‘comrade
= who is. struggisng vamly in the arms
of two or- three big ywoodsmen
,‘”Whoo—ecp l2 7 yells: somebody It
~is a'signal for a b!anket and:into the
middle of it goes the:victim. With a
man at each corner.of the blanket; and
-two! in:the middle, the' fun begms Up
into the -air shoots the. “game.” Each

~5pin. out 'like those- of 'a.'spider.. H19

' armis. clutch at theiair:»His motth -is’

agape, and . his -
- round: his neck.

re_d shirt _creeps _up.--f-
“INuff " he. pants now and then but-_-

X -relcmiessly he- goes up and down in.

-the air, Then he is-rolled out on the .
"floor, and the dancing; laughing, drink-

: mg and eating begin over again.

'As ‘the night grows lafe, ‘dnd the:
ﬁrst hour of morning begins, the spirits
~-of the lumberjacks subside, and. they .
_gather round the great. box stove and .
smoke ‘cigars, :a Auxury they seldom'
get and swap siories. * 7 o

Everybody has’ somethmg fo say .
There is the “Chris'inus when I'wasa
Tkid.” Some of the married men tell of
‘children, and “how next

But best of all there are the young
men who régularly labor over letters
to their sweethearts. The boyish fel-
low who received the picture and the
lock of hair must fell his story; and -.
< he does it. He relates how he met her

-at a huskin’ bée, or a "lasses-pull, or at
- Then he tells of
-his courtship, and when he comes to
the: place where the-first kiss ought

-
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10 be, the delighted lumberjacks make
him 'point out 'its.-exact location on
Cthe pictures LA
" Sorthe night passes, and early dawn
.. 7" ~begins creeping over the woods with
e .. Christmas. day before Lumberjack
- secks his bunk. And while the shanty

i filled with the ‘strange - noises of
- sleep, over.in “cookie’s” place is a
Lo .seenesof lively activity. If the camp

is une with a score of men or more
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‘keys, and other things accordingly. A
“couple of “hands’ aid ‘the cook:in his

 pedro-and-;‘fiorty—ﬁve.” But if it isa
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-up big over the woods, the Jackies are
“‘out long before the.dinner -hour, which

b

berjack’s fancy. Somebody shoves his

or. thiree games of cards by shouting;
“Ifkplay any mog-a‘game o' grog .-

t ‘three:mern: spring;to ‘their feet. It
is a signal for-others;, A crowd rushes
out ta the tool-shanty, and.while two

“others seize big shovels, Laughing and
tripping one another up:like so. many

pine ‘in: the open, and “while a couple

“the rest begin. piling a-huge. bank of
snow, 10 or, 12 leet deep, beneath it.
The pine.is cléared.of all branches al-
most to--its top,* leaving -only short
stubs’ Then the men.collect and make
a “pot.. Ode puts down:a piece of to-
bacco~Another adds a ‘cigar. A ‘third

there are abways three or four big tur- .
“.of the huge drift he.goes aud flaund-

!
P -work, and while one of these prepares
- -, the late breakfast for-the men, the
3 - . others begin work on the big dinner.
§ ©il A 8 org o’clock the cook’s horn an-
% - © noutces “Christmas Day” in a series
. - .of deafening calls, and . the drowsy
B :Jackies pile out to the light breakfast
e “ - and the sports that are a part and par-
) §§ : . _ cel of Christmas Day-in every lumber-
it .ing camp. in the north-woods, :
‘§ +.In the average .camp the greater
*j % part of the morning is spent in playing -

- -nice. day, and the sun comes rolling

' ordinarily does not come before two-
“d'clock, amusing themselves in the odd-
‘and 'dangerous games that suit a Tum-

head in at.the door and interrupts two
“.to make the sport interesting.:l

“Grog’. it -is from the’ instant.” Two-,
iy, ".the ground, and draws are .takea to
‘ or three:arm: themseives with axes the ~

_ lucky ‘one takes his stand twenty feet

school children, the'men spy out a tall . ‘
" -misses, the next man has a chance

- climb up among its branches with axes..
* .markable skill:is this game practiced 3

“ next fo the “deacaon,” and -that is say
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_contributes an oid pipes Still others -
“add small coins. To the man who dares

o jumnp into the sagw-drift {row the |
2 by

“highest. point on the pine belongs
- heap of treasures. S
One of them starts-the ball rothng -
He goes np—ten—iwenty feet. I
pauses, aud as the top ol the pile ot
snow is only ten or twelve feet beluw
* him,- his. comrades hoot in good-nat-
ured derision. . He goes up higher, -
then jumps.  Half way to the bottom

~“ers out laughing, while another breaks
his-record. At each jump the game
. becomes more, thriiling- . Mare. . and
mote daring grow.:the lumberjaciks.
Masses of snow are added to the drift,
intit it becomes-fifteen feet high. But |
a man'is jumping from fifty fcet above <
it. Tt is a dizzying height, sspecially to
the heavy lumberman, who-is not ac-. °
customed to being far off the ground.
A few begin to falter, and the coum-
testants grow fewer. Finally it.Hes. |
‘between two. Foot by foot they dare -5
each -other. Then one- makes a -spurt,.”
.and makes-a jump of sixty feet off the .
‘pine.. - When he sprawls out of the
snow-drift his rival shakes his hand; :
“and a shout-of applause goes up as he -

-pockets the “pot.” -
.- From one game to another the lam-
‘berjacks go with childish enthusiasm,
but ‘there is always “something in it” -

o
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““whip? there are both the.clements of
chance -and skill, and another “pot}:
“is made up. ‘A coin is placed: ona
" board raised three or four inches. off

See who- has™ the- first “whip.” T8

whip. takes a shot‘at the.coin. ~

‘. away; and with the long lash.ofihis.

“s0 on until the coin.is flipped from the
board; when the one who performs the 3
-feat pockets the stake, With -such rew=]

:"in"thé lumber-camps that the cham- 3
< plon *whipper” is regarded’ as-only ?

~ing-a good deal:-" |
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Al the gooé thmgq in -
the - Lumberj?cks Christinas Day
ories the *shirill b!ast of “eookie's™
hom; \»hsch ‘Ealls' him. to the blggeas
i} Lhe ycar.' )

their'turns, os them. Ther: they ime ap-

"-tahic. isrone: lomr 'affalr,ol ‘pine
On_.. Chiristmas, Day therevare
«3\bes a 1d; jokes thrown at cooine

f;platcs heapcd high with turLey’
drid game‘.Ah‘ the joy of that meall
villionaires’ tables. may: groan ﬁnder

what-are they to the steaming- plles
- of .meat that tome to Lumbc:‘jack who
-possetsses an appettte wh:ch ‘seems to
_reach from the crown of his- head- to-
u‘.ne soles of his rough boots: -

o Chrxstmas dinner to the strains of soft

- .- Tusic. 'lhey are all ‘business.. There is’

~the rough etiquette of the- woods, to
+ be sure, but not enm:gh of it'to bother

* - them. Again and again the plates are

- sent ‘out to-“cookie”

- the kitchen hands, as:there is in more :

-~ n\.;:. "

“civilized establishments, -
“had their dinner; and the choicest’ of
A‘t After all seems over, there, follows

“cookie’s”. puddings amd pies;
- when they are done the satisfied lum-

beriacks sertlechack, as people sctt!e_ ;

d.{' d‘k‘_ Lzbles omct:mes there 18 more_ !

the: delicacies:of land  and' sea, bint [

The lamberjacks do. not -eat- the:f

and - his - assist- " mote of ﬁreszde romfort, and Lumber-
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himself out.

rest themsel

that "lorloLS ere'lmn- of: “best and gat
1%factmn (hat'rfollows awond Christ

shanty. No man“mong them \{raﬁfs'to

comfortable stove they sim

Iziow is; 0wen.\Birol may run,_but it
18 seldom” there : does
I_)e"m to show, 2 dozen frtendly handS—

tiorn ™ signals supper from.

ay hunO‘rv as”ever, to feast on what-

=dreams of the homes and dear ones ott .
“irr the other” world a3 his tired limbs:

“marks the begmmng
in ]aches lifes o

ine. tree nowk AI‘OLI'Id the

They

ut h:s ﬁddie and thbh'

her is: cheered asld good

the matche is turned info
; good-humored ™. wresthng—

asses ‘away, Land - wben

the ‘ten -troop back’ agam

he Christmas dinner. Once
o the shanty, a few hours

“omt hiS hard . bunk, “and

ves for the morrow, which: 3
Sf another year 7o




